Ciller aide resigns from Turkish 
cabinet in protest at Islamists 

ANKARA (AFP) _ Tourism Minister Bahama 

cSlS’ Foreign Minister Tansu 

T 0m the TurIdsh govemmenr Friday 
\*\* J? Tn 5 Path Pan i’’ s continued allian^ 
btanoss. -I step down as 1 don’t think it is 

lUflniCT^M l ° remam m government with (Prime 
P^' m N ' s Pra-Islaraic) Welfare 
T!J CC told a news coherence here. But he 
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Yemeni airline pilots, engineers on strike 

SANAA (AFP) — Some 160 Yemenia airline pilots 
and flight engineers began a partial strike Thursday to 
obtain pay increases, the Pilots' Union said. The strik- 
ers are demanding “a salary increase and better work- 
ing conditions,** a union official, who asked not to be 
identified, told AFP. He said the strikers were going to 
“stop w ork every day from 2:00 p.m. to S:00 aim. until 
their demands are met completely. ’'Yemenia pilots 
went on strike June 3 for 12 hours to get management 
promises concerning their demands. Tire average 
salary of pilots in Yemen, one of the world’s poorest 
countries, is 62.000 Yemeni rials ($520 ) a month. The 
airline has 15 aircraft, including Boeing 737s. Boeing 
727s. .Airbus .A3 10s and airbus"A300s." 
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Vagrants, beggars 

riot in Sudan 

prison yard: police 

KHARTOUM (AFP) _ 
Police Thursday dispersed 
with tear gas a riot staged 
by vagrants and beggars 
who had been rounded up 
and held in the yard of a 
Khartoum prison, a police 
spokesman said. Maj. Gen. 
Al Zubair Ibrahim Al 
Zubair said in a statement 
that the detainees had been 
throwing stones at passers- 
by and at policemen sta- 
tioned outside the prison, 
apparently protesting at 
being held overnight. Oth- 
ers had climbed the wall in 
an attempt to escape. He 
said that Khartoum state 
authorities had rounded up 
an unspecified number of 
vagrants and beggars from 
the streets and taken them 
to the prison where “they 
would be sorted out by 
social workers and psychi- 
atrists." Gen. Zubair said 
that police managed to 
“fully contain the situation 
and disperse the. rioters, 
using tear gas." “No seri- 
ous injuries have occurred 
among the rioters ." he said, 
adding that “none of the 
inmates inside the prison 
took part in the riots.** Gen. 
Zubair attributed the inci- 
dents to “the presence, 
among the vagrants and 
beggars, of criminals” who 
“exploited the gathering for 
siaging the riots.” 

Egyptian defence 
minister to visit * 
France, Greece 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Defence Minister Moham- 
mad Hussein Tantawi will 
begin an official visit to 
Paris Sunday followed by 
an official visit to Athens to 
strengthen military cooper- 
ation with both countries. 
The Egyptian news agency 
MENA said Friday that Mr. 
Tantawi’s visit to France 
comes at the invitation of 
his French counterpart, 
Alain Richard. The two 
men win discuss “increas- 
ing bilateral military coop- 
eration after the investiture 
of the new' French govern- 
ment” 


Netanyahu cancels 
meeting with 
Clinton 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu cancelled a trip 
to the U.S. Friday to avoid 
a difficult meeting with 
President Bill Clinton, 
Israeli television reported. 
The trip was scheduled for 
the last week in June. The 
official reason given for the 
cancellation was that Mr. 
Netanyahu decided to 
remain in Israel to deal 
with the conversion law. a 
highly controversial Issue 
affecting Israel’s relations 
with Jews in the U.S. and 
other countries. However, 
Channel 2 television said 
the real reason lay in the 
low point to which the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians had sunk. Mr. 


King calls on Israel to halt settlements, 
put end to demographic manipulation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday called on Israel to 
halt its policies of settle- 
ment. land confiscation and 
demographic manipulation, 
and warned that the Israeli 
settlement policies endan- 
ger hopes and detract from 
the aim of achieving a 
durable and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle Easi_ 

In an address to the annu- 
al International Labour 
Organisation (ELO) confer- 
ence, held in Geneva, King 
Hussein stressed the need 
for a complete cessation of 
disconcerting policies and 


practices contravening 
international legitimacy, 
like the policies of settle- 
ment, land confiscation and 
demographic manipulation 
to ensure the continuation 
of the peace process. The 
King noted that “such poli- 
cies would also have an 
adverse effect on the 
endeavours to revive the 
other peace tracks.” 

King Hussein said Jordan 
had translated its quest for 
peace into action, by sign- 
ing a peace treaty- with 
Israel in 1994. “Jordan had 
fulfilled its obligations 
under the peace treaty with 


Israel” the King said, 
adding that Jordan would 
continue to work for the 
achievement of a durable, 
just and comprehensive 
peace in the region. The 
King added that such peace 
“will provide the future 
generations of the children 
of Abraham the opportuni- 
ties they always longed for. 
one in which Jerusalem will 
be the symbol of coexis- 
tence in harmony among 
the followers of the three 
monotheistic religions.” 
“Under such a peace. 
Jerusalem will also repre- 
sent the achievement of an 


Arab- Israeli peace and 
more particularly a Pales- 
tinian-lsraeli peace in an 
open city constituting in its 
eastern and western parts a 
capital of both Palestine 
and Israel, or in any man- 
ner that the Palestinians and 
Israelis may, within the 
parameters and rules of 
international law. agree 
upon in the negotiations of 
the final status settlement,” 
the King said. 

The King reviewed Jor- 
dan’s achievements in the 
political, economic, social 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fears of new Israeli-Palestinian 
violence as peace attempts wane 


Arab World condemns Congress 
resolution recognising ‘unified 
Jerusalem ’ as Israel *s eternal capital 


Combined Agency 
Dispatches 

FEARS OF renewed vio- 
lence between Israelis and 
Palestinians rose Friday 
after the latest diplomatic 
bid to revive the peace 
process ran aground and 
the rumblings of Palestin- 
ian protests began. 

Over 300 Palestinians and 
Israelis marched Friday to 
protest against the confisca- 
tion of lands by a Jewish 
settlement outside the West 
Bank city of Nablus, an 
.AFP correspondent said. 
The group of demonstrators 
included members of the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council. Israeli peace 
activists and left-wing 
Israeli MPs Tamar Gozan- 
sky and Walid Sadek. 

The demonstrators 
marched from the village of 
Jalud, south of Nablus, to a 
200-hectare piece of land 
seized from Palestinian 
owners by the nearby Jew- 
ish settlement of Shillo. 
where they were stopped by 
Israeli soldiers. 

They made speeches at 
the site against the confis- 
cation of Palestinian lands 


and the demonstration 
ended peacefully. 

Demonstrations against 
settlement expansion in the 
Gaza Strip Thursday turned 
into clashes between pro- 
testers and Israeli soldiers 
which left five Palestinians 
injured and one dead from a 
heart attack. 

Israel deployed two tanks 
close to one Gaza trou- 
blespot, bat out of sight of 
Palestinians. Israel televi- 
sion, however, showed the 
tanks on the evening news, 
a signal from the Israeli 
army that if Palestinian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

HAMAS CONDEMNED 
on Friday a U.S. House of 
Representatives vote recog- 
nising Jerusalem as Israel’s 
unified capital as a “provo- 
cation” against the world’s 
Muslims. 

“We in Hamas condemn 
this measure and we say 
those who passed it will 
bear reponsibility for its 
consequences.” the Islamic 


Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) said in a state- 
ment received by AFP. 

The resolution, passed on 
Wednesday, “is a new 
provocation against the 
feelings of Arabs and Mus- 
lims throughout the world 
and shows clearly the Unit- 
ed States’ bias against our 
people.” Hamas said. 

“The members of Con- 
gress who voted for it have 

(Continued on page 7) 


King says House vote on Jerusalem undermines U.S. role 

GENEVA (R) — King Hussein said on Friday that a U.S. House of Representatives res- 
olution calling on President Bill Clinton to reaffirm that Jerusalem must remain Israel’s 
undivided capital “sort of undermined” the U.S. role in the peace process. But King Hus- 
sein, speaking to reporters in Geneva after addressing the International Labour Confer- 
ence. said he still hoped Washington would be an “honest broker” in the process. King 
Hussein, in a first reaction to the vote, told reporters: “I think it is very sad, very unfortu- 
nate that such a decision should have emanated from the United States at this particular 
point in time. “Jerusalem is a very, very sensitive issue. At the same time it is a final sta- 
tus negotiation issue,” he added, referring to negotiations between Israel and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority. “This is something for them to decide. To prejudge the issue in 
this way is not very constructive at all.” King Hussein said he hoped the United States 
would play more titan a postman’s role between the two sides, adding, “unfortunately 
such actions as we have seen yesterday sort of undermine that (U.S.) capability.” 


U.N. General Assembly 
orders Israel to pay for 
Cana shelling damages 


Iraq blocks 3 more arms 
inspections in escalation 
with United Nations 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. General 
Assembly on Friday 
ordered Israel to pay $1.7 
million in damages for the 
deadly Israeli shelling of a 
U.N. compound in south 
Lebanon. 

Israel’s U.N. delegate 
immediately said his coun- 
try would not pay, after 
Lebanon rejected a U.S. 
attempt to water down the 
resolution. 

The vote confirmed an 
unprecedented motion in 
the assembly’s fifth com- 
mittee, responsible for 


finances, which folded the 
decision concerning Israel 
into a resolution on the 
financing of the U.N. Inter- 
im Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL). 

In the General Assembly 
vote on Friday, on the same 
resolution. 127 states voted 
in favour while Israel and 
the United States voted 
against. Russia abstained 
on the ground that political 
considerations were not 
appropriate in a financing 
resolution. 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Armed Iraqi guards 
have blocked three U.N. 
arms inspections, acting on 
government orders, despite 
being informed th3t such 
action was in violation of 
U.N. resolutions, U.N. offi- 
cials said Thursday. 

The latest incidents mark 
an escalation in tensions 
between Iraq and the Unit- 
ed Nations, with the U.N. 
Security Council poised to 
react to last week’s lraqi_ 
interference with U.N. heli- 
copter operations in Iraq. 

Highlighting the serious 


nature of the violations. 
U.N. special commission 
chairman Rolf Ekeus 
informed the U.N. Security 
Council in a letter that “the 
commission is concerned 
that a decision has been 
taken by the government of 
Iraq to prevent full imple- 
mentation of the commis- 
sion’s mandate.” 

UNSCOM Deputy Chief 
Charles Duelfer told AFP 
that after making one 
inspection of a military’ 
facility in the Baghdad area 

( Continued on page 7) 


First Jordanian satire, Abed Rabbo, folds 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel meet upon the arrival of Prince Hassan to Ankara where he also met 
with Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan and other officials. The Crown Prince 
left Turkey on Thursday (Photo by Boghos) 


Crown Prince assured of TYirkish 


army withdrawal from north Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

ANKARA — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
ended a short working visit 
here Thursday saying he 
was satisfied with official 
assurances that Turkey 
would soon withdraw its 
army from northern Iraq 
based on its respect for the 
territorial integrity of its 
neighbour to the south. 

Jordan strongly con- 
demns terrorism in all its 
forms, the Crown Prince 
told the leadership in 
Ankara in reference to acts 
carried out by the PKK 
Kurdish group against 
Turkish targets. But it is as 
important to recognise the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Iraq, he added, 
in clear reference to the 
need for withdrawing the 
Turkish army from northern 
Iraq. 

“The map of the region 
should not be changed,” the 
Prince asserted. 

The Crown Prince 


described his visit to 
Turkey, during which he 
met with both President 
Suleyman Demirel and 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, as aimed at 
achieving two goals. First, 
to discuss and cooperate 
closely on achieving peace 
and stability in the whole 
Middle East region and to 
strengthen bilateral rela- 
tions. Second, to clarify 
Turkey’s position on its 
army's incursion into north- 
ern Iraq, which the Crown 
Prince said was negatively 
perceived by .Arab public 
opinion. 

“While the situation in 
the border territory is not 
very dear yet. the Turkish 
position on respecting 
Iraq’s, and other countries’, 
sovereignly and territorial 
integrity is indeed clear,” 
he told Mr. Erbakan. “To 
this end. we are pleaNed to 
hear your assurances that 
the army will pull out from 
northern Iraq as soon as 
possible, for all security- 
related measures have to 


come to an end sometime.” 

While President Demirel 
did not mention tire issue of 
the incursion when he wel- 
comed the Crown Prince in 
the presence of the media. 
Prime Minister Erbakan 
told him publicly that 
‘Turkey was forced to 
intervene (against the rebel 
PKK group) in light of the 
criminal acts it was com- 
mitting." 

“Turkey often stated that 
it is committed to the unity 
and sovereignty of Iraq. 
After achieving its aims (of 
cleaning up guerrilla bases 
in the region) the Turkish 
army will withdraw,” Mr. 
Erbakan said in his remarks 
welcoming the Crown 
Prince. “Turkey has and 
will continue to have strong 
relations with the Arab and 
Muslim Worlds, and we 
pledge to continue with the 
policies of non-interference 
in other countries’ affairs.” 

Furthermore, the Islamist 
prime minister, who is 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Japanese envoy urges Lebanon 
to hand over Red Army fighters 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Japan’s 
ambassador to Lebanon 
urged the government again 
Friday to agree to the extra- 
dition of five members of 
the Japanese Red Army 
extremist group who went 
on trial here on Monday. 

“We hope the (Lebanese) 
government will adopt the 
right position and hand the 
arrested people over to us.” 
Ambassador Yasuji Ishigaki 
told a weekly magazine 
here. 

He said Japan had made 
no link between its finan- 


cial aid and investment in 
Lebanon and the extradi- 
tion request. 

The Red .Army members 
went on trial in Beirur 
Monday on forgery 
charges. The five, arrested 
February’ 15. include Ko?o 
Okamoto. 49. who is the 
sole survivor of the 1972 
attack on Tel Aviv's Lod 
airport which left more than 
two dozen people dead. 

They have not been 
charged with any offences 
relating to their member- 
ship of the Japanese Red 


Army, which carried out a 
string of bloody terrorist 
attacks in Asia. Europe and 
the M iddle East in t he 
1970s ;jnd lOSQs. 

The next hearing in the 
trial is to take place on 
Monday. 

Japan and Lehunon are 
not jinked by un extradition 
treaty, and it is up to the 
Lebanese cabinet to decide 
whether to hand over the 
five after the trial ends. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Foul-play during English language 
Tawjihi examination investigated 
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Netanyahu wanted to meet 
Mr. Clinton after attending 
a summit meeting with 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 
Channel 2 said. There was 
also an attempt to convene 
a summit in Washington, 
with Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Netanyahu, Mr. Arafat, Mr. 
Mubarak and His Majesty 
King Hussein taking part, 
the television said. Howev- 
er, it became clear that the 
chances of either summit 
taking place were negligi- 
ble, and therefore Mr. 
Netanyahu decided to can- 
cel his trip to Washington. 
Channel 2 said. 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The weekly 
Abed Rabbo newspaper 
today takes its last stab as 
Jordan’s first satirical polit- 
ical paper and becomes the 
first casualty of the new 
Press and Publications Law 
introduced last month. 

After only ten months and 
45 issues of publication. 
Abed Rabbo’s chief editor 
said that the newspaper’s 
administrators have chosen 
to close the paper because 
it would not be able to 
afford monetary fines 
imposed by the new law. 

“The new law is elastic. 


and it can be applied to 
almost any article we pub- 
lish.” said Youssef Ghishan. 
“(The ambiguities of) the 
law can be translated in any 
way.” 

The provisions of the new 
law impose fines ranging 
from JD30, 000-50,000 and 
oblige papers, both dailies 
and weeklies, to raise their 
capital. The two factors 
combined are expected to 
put the country’s nascent 
weekly press industry out 
of business, as many will 
not be able to accommodate 
the capital requirements 
imposed. 

This is not the case with 
Abed Rabbo, says Mr. 


Ghishan. Owners and pub- 
lishers of the papers also 
own the prominent weekly 
Shihan and the new multi- 
million dinar Arabic daily 
Al Arab Al Yawm. Capital, 
he said, was not a facior in 
the administration's deci- 
sion. Bur Abed Rabbo’s sta- 
tus as a satirical paper and 
the “elasticity” of the law, 
he said, expose it to the 
potential of sustaining 
heavy financial penalties. 

The law offers an extend- 
ed list of issues that cannot 
be covered in news articles, 
editorials or canbons. The 
government has justified 
the law saying that a new 
law was necessary after 


officials, parliamentarians, 
citizens and journalists 
themselves complained that 
the weekly press often had 
exceeded the bounds of 
public decency in dealing 
with many issues. 

Mr. Ghishan asserts that a 
satirical paper is a special 
breed of press which 
“needs a wider range of 
freedom than a regular 
newspaper,” he said, "and 
the new law does not pro- 
vide that.” 

According to Mr. Ghis- 
han, Abed Rabbo currently 
has three cases pending 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Education Munther Masri 
said Friday that the Higher 
Examination Committee 
will decide today on the 
fate of the Tawjihi English 
language exam, following 
the chaos which erupted 
Thursday in some exami- 
nation halls in the Balqa 
Govemorate. 

A group of people inter- 
fered during the examina- 
tion course, by entering the 
two schools and passing 
the correct answers for stu- 
dents sitting in for the 
exam, in Yarqa and Adib 


Wahbeh secondary schools 
in Salt, said an official 
statement from the Min- 
istry of Interior. 

"The examination com- 
mittee will study the 
reports submitted from the 
exam inspectors, and bused 
on ihe findings, the com- 
minee will decide to either 
repeat the exam, or take the 
appropriate measures 
against the violators.” Dr. 
Masri said. 

Reports in the daily 
newspapers staled that 
family members of stu- 
dents sitting in for the Eng- 
lish language exams 
attacked the secondary 
schools with siones and 


slicks, one hour after the 
exam started causing chaos 
in the exam rooms, and 
forcing exam inspectors to 
leave their posts. 

The Ministry of Interior 
statement added that an 
individual also attempted 
to take the exam instead of 
a late student, "but fled as 
soon as the student arrived 
to take his exam seat." 

The statement, published 
by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that an 
investigation committee 
was formed to investigate 
the matter, stressing ihai 
“seven: punishment will be 
taken against the perpetra- 
tors.” 




IMF declines to follow up 
PNA corruption report 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM* 
C.R I — The international 
Monetary Fund (IMF) rep- 
resentative in Palestinian- 
ruled areas said on Friday 
the IMF would not 'get 
involved in a Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
probe into charges of cor- 
ruption and misuse of pub- 
lic funds. 

"This internal probe 
should be allowed enough 
time to run its course," 
Salam Fayyad. IMF repre- 
sentative in the West Bank 
and Gaza, told Reuters. 

‘The fund does not see 
much scope for such 
involvement as several 


aspects of the follow-up 
work would clearly fall out- 
side the fund's domain,” he 
said. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has appointed 
a co mmi ttee to look into an 
auditors' report that Pales- 
tinian authority officials 
had squandered $326 mil- 
lion in public funds over 
one year. 

Mr. Fayyad said it would 
be “premature and counter- 
productive" for the fund to 
pass judgement on the PLO 
auditors’ report. 

PLO officials said inter- 
national donor states — 
which have provided some 


SI. 4 billion in aid to the 
Palestinians since 1993 — 
had pressed the IMF to 
actively help the Palestin- 
ian authority follow up the 
corruption report. 

They said international 
donors attending a meeting 
of the ad-hoe liaison com- 
mittee of major donors in 
Washington last week had 
expressed concern over 

possible Palestinian misuse 
of international funds, PLO 
officials said. 

Fayyad expressed confi- 
dence in the Palestinian 
investigation now under 
way. 

“I expect that due process 


will be followed in con- 
ducting the inquiry by the 
presidential commission, 
that the outcome of the 
inquiry will be made pub- 
lic, and that appropriate 
action would be taken." 
Fayyad said. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahim, head 
of Arafat’s presidential 
commission, said follow-up 
work on the auditors’ report 
had begun but did not 
reveal the steps to be taken 
•by the committee. 

PLO officials said last 
week Attorney-General 
Khaled A1 Qidra was fired 
from his job under suspi- 
cion of corruption. 


Saudi Arabia 
beheads Afghani 
for drug smuggling 


Palestinian bomber on 
hunger strike in Cyprus 
to get out of detention 


JEDDAH (AP) — An 
Afghan man convicted of 
drug trafficking was beheaded 
Friday, bringing to 49 the 
number of people executed in 
Saudi Arabia this year. 

Abdul Malik Abdul Wahid 
was found guilty of trying to 
smuggle an undisclosed 
amount of heroin into the 
kingdom and was executed in 
the Holy City of Mecca, the 
interior ministry said. 

It said the heroin was found 
in Abdul Wahid's intestines, 
but gave no further details. 
Smugglers are known to swal- 


low plastic bags packed with 
drugs to avoid detection. 

Concerned at a growing 
drug problem, the government 
of this kingdom warned that 
others caught smuggling 
drugs would meet the same 
fate~ 

A total of 19 convicted drug 
smugglers have been execut- 
ed this year. 14 of them since 
May. In 1996, 71 people were 
beheaded. 

Saudi Arabia’s courts 
impose the death penalty for 
crimes such as rape, murder 
and drug trafficking. 


Qatari emir asks 
Clinton to seek 
dialogue with Iran 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A Pales- 
tinian who bungled a bomb 
attack on the Israeli embassy 
in Cyprus has gone on 
hunger strike to protest his 
continued detention a year 
after fini shing his jail term, 
police said Thursday. 

Omar Hawillo, 36, was 
released from prison last July 
after an eight-year term but 
has remained in a police cell 
because no other country will 
take him, they said. 

He launched his hunger 
strike last Friday. “I will not 
take food unless something is 
done. I am ready to die rather 
than stay in prison,” he told 
local newspapers. 

Mr. Hawillo, originally 
from Lebanon, was jailed for 
15 years in 19S8 for 
manslaughter after a bomb 
blast near the Israeli embassy 
in, . Nicosia . that killed . three , 
people. . 

A booby-trapped jeep 
exploded on a bridge after 
security personnel prevented 


die driver from parking out- 
side the embassy. Mr Hawil- 
lo's Lebanese accomplice 
and two Cypriots were killed, 
and 19 other people injured. 

The attack came at a time 
when the Palestinian uprising 
or intifada against Israel was 
at its heighL 

Mr. Hawillo was released 
from a Nicosia prison in July 
last year but has remained in 
a police .detention cell 
because Cyprus wants to 
deport him but no country is 
willing to accept him because 
of his criminal background. 

The U-N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees has 
turned down his request for 
help, saying he does not qual- 
ify as a refugee. 

Mr. Hawillo still has no 
travel documents but wants 
to be released so he can lode 
. for % cpuntry ’to receive him. 

According ro press' reports, 
his health has declined since 
he launched his hunger 
strike. 



PALESTINIAN-ISRAELI CLASHES: Pales tinian elderly men on Thursday stand next an Israeli APC bolding 
a national flag during clashes which erupted between Israeli army and Palestinian protesters on the land which 
was confiscated for the opening of a road for Jewish settlers of the Morqj settlement in Rafah (Photo by AFP) 


Convicted murderer to be 
executed at Swaqa today 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 2 6- year-old. convicted of murdering a 
man in the Baqaa Refugee Camp in 1994, is expected to 
be executed at dawn today at Sawqa prison, according to 
judicial sources. 

Muntasser Rajab Abu Zeid, found guilty of the premed- 
itated murder of Anwar Ahmad Hassan in a cemetery in 
the Baqaa Camp Dec. 3, 1994. was sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court on Nov. 23, 1996. 

According to court papers, Mr. Abu Zeid heard from 
friends that the victim was engaged in an extra-marital 
affair with his mother-in-law. The court said the defen- 
dant monitored Mr. Hassan and his mother-in-law, saw 
them together several times, and plotted to kill him, the 
court said. 

. On the night of the murder, JVfc ^bu Zeid lured ,Mr. 
Hassan to a cemetery <in the Bacjaa C^p^clmming tfiat he 
wanted to talk witlMiim alxiutarif mportrint rfiattfer.' " r “ 

He then drew a gun be had purchased two weeks prior 
to the incident, court transcripts said, and shot the victim 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The emir of Qatar was not shy 
abour urging U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to talk with Iran. 

In his first visit to the White 
House. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AJ Thani urged Mr. 
Clinton to consider softening 
his tough line on Iran because 
“people have suffered 
enough." The Americans 
should make a dialogue with 
Iran." the 47-year-old Arab 
leader said Wednesday. 

“Business will lead to coop- 
eration and the whole region 
would benefit, would be more 
secure.” he said. "I think it 
would be wise for the Ameri- 
can administration to move a 
step forward.” 

Isolation is not working, he 
said, and the approach of 
some European countries — 
trade plus dialogue — may 
lead to reconciliation. A more 
moderate leudersliip was 
recently elected. 

“It is now clear to me the 
Iranians arc now thinking 
about themselves” and their 
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position in the world, the emu- 
said, adding that he under- 
stood the Untied States has a 
different perspective. 

‘For us” he said, “we are 
next to Iran.” 

On Iraq, which the United 
States is trying to isolate. 
Sheik Hamad was cautious. 

While Qatar observes U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq for 
invading Kuwait in 1990, the 
emir said: “As a s mall coun- 
try. we are trying to have good 
relations with Iran. Iraq. 
Israel, with everybody." 

The White House reaf- 
firmed its policy. “We think 
our strategy for bringing the 
international community’s 
concerns to bear on both 
countries ... because of their 
reprehensible policies is a cor- 
rect one,” presidential 
spokesman Mike McCuny 
said. Apart from his meetings 
with senior U.S. officials, the 
emir was looking forward to a 
trip to Disneyland in Orlando. 
Florida, later in the week. 


Lebanon to build $1.2 billion motorways 


BEIRUT i AFP) — The 
Lebanese government has 
decided to set up a $350 
million company to carry 
out a $1.2 billion plan to 
build three highways, 
including a motorway to 
the Syrian border, officials 
said Thursday. 

The cabinet approved 
late Wednesday a proposal 
to create a private compa- 
ny, named ‘Toll Road 
Company.” entrusted to 
carry out the highway pro- 
jects on a BOT (build- 
operate-transfer) basis, 
they said. 

The cabinet asked the 
Public Investment Devel- 
opment Authority of 
Lebanon ( IDAL) to create 
before the end of 1997 the 
firm, to be listed on the 


Beirut stock exchange 
with a capital raised by 
Lebanese and foreign sub- 
scription. 

The plans cover the con- 
struction of a 62-kilometre 
highway linking Beirut to 
the Lebanese- Syrian inter- 
national, border, estimated 
to cost $800 million. 

The motorway has been 
dubbed, the “Arab high- 
way" because it is set to 
allow goods to travel by 
land from Beirut port to 
Syria and then on to Jor- 
dan. Iraq and the oil-rich 
Gulf Arab countries. 

The company will also 
complete a Beirut ring 
road and a highway at the 
capital’s northern 

entrance, due to cost $400 
million. 


Lebanon was negotiating 
for 30-year BOT contracts 
with the French firms 
Bouygues and Dumez for 
the Arab highway and ring 
road, and with Bouygues 
and the German group 
Walter Bau AG-Dywid 
AG for the third motor- 
way. 

“The companies only 
managed to raise a capital 
of between $125 million 
and $150 million, which 
was clearly not enough,” 
Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri said after the cabi- 
net session. 

He said the French and 
German companies failed 
to secure funding from 
money markets and had 
asked for Lebanese gov- 
ernment guarantees. 


“We preferred to create a 
company with a $350 mil- 
lion capital which will 
allow it to secure funding 
without resorting to state 
guarantees.” the billion- 
naire prime minister said. 

The French companies 
have previously said that 
they could not get the 
required amount of fund- 
ing because projected traf- 
fic on the Arab highway 
was not enough to secure 
considerable returns. 

The highway projects 
are part of a 10-year 
reconstruction pro- 
gramme. estimated at $18 
billion, launched by the 
Lebanese government 
after the devastating 1975- 
1990 civil war. 


three times in the back of the head, then fled the scene. 

The following day, the court added, Mr. Abu Zeid went 
to the victim’s family and offered his condolences. 

Mr. Abu Zeid was arrested eight months after admitting 
to one of his friends what he had done and then later told 
the authorities. 

In his confession. Mr. Abu Zeid reportedly told police 
that he did not regret what be did and that he killed Mr. 
Hassan to “cleanse his family’s and his mother-in-law’s 
honour.” 

If the execution is carried out as scheduled, Mr. Abu 
Zeid will be the fourth person to be put to dead! in the 
Kingdom since the beginning of the year. 

Last year, the human rights organisation. Amnesty 
International (AT), quoted Mr. Abu Zeid as saying that be 
and his wife were tortured while in detention. 

. . AI had said that during hisjriaJ, Mr. Abu Zeid reported 
... the. alleged torture, “but.ihe sojflt did not; or^$r : fin, iriyfis- 
tigation into these allegations^’; • r • * ; ’ . ‘ 

Mr. Abu Zeid’s wife, who was not a suspect in the case, 
was released from police custody," the AI statement said. 


Court sentences man to 
15 years with labour on 
manslaughter verdict 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Thursday sentenced 
one man to 15-years 
imprisonment with tempo- 
rary hard labour after he 
was found guilty of killing 
a 27-year-old man last year. 

The court tribunal found 
Michael H., 30, guilty of 
shooting and killing Tawfjq 
Khoiiri in the victim’s 
house in Jabal Weibdeh on 
April 17, 1996. 

The same court acquitted 
Michael’s brother Munther 
who was charged with - 
complicity in crime. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieb, Tel. 810740 
Aospmhlies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Annunkation 

Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancia Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel . 811295 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
merit of Meteorology 
A slight rise in temperature will 


take place and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be moderate with 
northerly winds. 

Min/Max. temp„ 

.Amman 15/29 

Aqaba 22/36 

Deserts 23/36 

Jordan Valley 13/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 55 per cent 
Aqaba 30 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. KhalO A3 Tushiq 757253 

Dr. Bahjat Bader — 832642 

Du Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Du WafiqQaddumi -893542 

Fires pharmacy — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778536 
AI Asema phansacy„....637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy —.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ..644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy ....637660 
Najrb pharmacy — 847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu -2SI484 

AI Quds pharmacy — — ) 

ZARQA: 

Du Walid Nabhan .995445 

Khatifeh pharmacy ......985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre —.63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 

— 661111 

Crvfl Deforce Immediate Rescue 

630341 

CM1 Defence Emergency _. 199 
Rescue Police 19Z 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— .630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ..... 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls —010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs . — .623101 


Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

.661 tOl 

Jordan Thleviaon 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ..—.—680100 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

,636381 

RJ Flight Information 0S- 
53200 

Queen ABa IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 

.644281/6' 

Akilefa Maternity, J. Am 

— 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmesani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

AJ-Muasher HbspitaL667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaK 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreea 

777101/3 


AJ-Bashin J. AshraBeh 

775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ..674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .....865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- 409)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital ._.i09)986732 

AI Hikam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

— (03)31411] 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
airport 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 


International Airport Tel. 

(08)53200 where ii should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi 

~ oeuutiRTi 

IOlju Karachi, Dubai (RJ| 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

J 7: J? Cairo (RJ) 

19:10 - London. Berlin (RJ) 

05 J0 ....Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flighty 

Jakarta (GA) 

U7.U5 .London. Damascus (BA) 

Tr - -Riyadh (SV) 

U-I0 .Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

J??? Vienna (OS) 

22 Doha (Q7) 

Tvin ™7--- Loi,don (GA) 

ii-iu . — Jans, Damascus (AF) 

.Cairo (MS) 

"’fl Beirut (ME) 

rrJJ Amsterdam (KL) 

London (BA) 


Mr. Khouri, a business 
man. was shot by his broth- 
er-in-law Michael five 
times in the head and chest 
at the front door of the vic- 
tim’s home at 1 1 p.m. 

Initial reports had said 
that “family problems were 
believed to be the motive 
behind the murder." 

The court, upon the _ 
defence attorneys' request , *9 
banned the press from 
reporting the court ses- 
sions. 

The verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 
the next 30 days. 

°3:00 ...Rome (AZ) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

°«:45 Beirut (RJ) 

12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
12:40 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

U: ®0 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:15 Brussels. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*3:15 Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 London (RJl 

2W0 Riyadh, Dhahran (RJV jp 

21:20 .Bombay (RJ) ' 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha(RJ) 

22:00 ....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
04:00 - Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 — Rome (AZ) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:50 Lamaca(CY) 

07:10 — London (GA) 

08:10 ..Damascus, London (BA) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 Riyadh (SV) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha(Q7) 

21:10 Jukana (GA) 

.Cairo (MS) 

23:35 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

00:25 -.Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 — Rome (AZ) 

07:00 Beirut (ME) 
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Queen reviews NHF evaluation mission 
with ILO director-general, experts 


AMMAN (J.T.) _ Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Fri- 
day met in Geneva with 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) Deputy 
Director-General Cbinery- 
Hesse and a team of experts 
to discuss the follow up to 
the ILO evaluation mission 
of the Noor A 1 Hussein 
Fou n d at ion (NHF), a Royal 
Court statement said. 

The ILO is assisting the 
NHF, which is currently 
restructuring and planning 
its future activities, in eval- 
uating and assessing its 
existing projects, the state- 
ment said. 

Through its technical 
cooperation programme, 
the ILO will help in 
enhancing NHF's institu- 
tional capacity building and 
micro-enterprise develop- 
ment, with special empha- 
sis on projects for women. 

The organisation plans to 
hold a regional seminar in 
Amman, in cooperation 
with the NHF, on micro- 
enterprise promotion for 
women in the Arab states. 


It is also working with the 
National Task Force, for 
Children (NTFC). which is 
chaired by Queen Noor, in 
compiling comprehensive 
research on child labour in 
Jordan. 

The latter will be a com- 
ponent of ILO’s report on 
the status of child labour in 
the Arab World. 

The battle against child 
labour has been a priority 
for the ILO since its incep- 
tion in 1919. Since the early 
nineties the ILO has mourn- 
ed a major offensive 
against this abuse through 
its International Pro- 
gramme on the Elimination 
of Child Labour by assist- 
ing ILO member stales in 
carrying out operational 
activities to solve child 
labour problems. 

The NTFC monitors the 
condition and status of chil- 
dren in accordance with the 
Arab and International 
Convention on tire Rights 
of the Child and the Nation- 
al Plan of Action for Chil- 
dren. 


With intellectual roots in 
the 19th century, the ILO 
was a creation of the Treaty 
of Versailles and the estab- 
lishment of the League of 
Nations. 

In 1946, it became an 
agency of the United 
Nations, and on its 50th 
anniversary in 1969, it was 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

The ILO now has 174 
member countries, and is 
heavily involved in all of 
the key issues in die new 

worid economy, such as 
employment, child labour; 
equality for women, and 
h uman rights. 

Advisor to the Queen 
In’ am Mufti and Nabil 
Khoury, director of ILO’s 
multi-disciplinary team in 
Beirut, ILO Special Advi- 
sor on Women and Gender 
Issues Jane Zhang and 
Jos Lane Capt of ILO’s 
Enterprise Management 
Branch participated in the 
meeting with Queen Noor. 


Jordan makes progress in human development; 
drop in index scale not serious — UNDP official 

By Tanva Habjonqa lead a tolerable life.” . 

Special to ’the Jordan Times PlUlCeSS BaSIIia taTgCtS pOVClty HI 

AMMAN — United Nations and focuses exclusively on 1 - 1 ti 

S. dD " inl ” ,erms ’ ! challenge for human development 


Police arrest 2 suspects in 
Jabal Amman double murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police Friday 
announced the arrest of two 
suspects in connection with 
die brutal murder of a 63- 
year-old man and his secre- 
tary Wednesday near the 
Fourth Circle, official 
sources said. 

Forty-eight hours after 
Jubraeil Iskandar Nino, and 
his secretary Fatinah 
Michael Hanania. 32, were 
found murdered in Mr. 
Nino’s office behind 
Zahr an Palace, police said 
they have arrested two sus- 
pects. 

The authorities identified 
the suspects as Hani Fadi 
Fouadini, 21, and his 19- 
year-old brother Hisfram, 
who was Mr. Nino's mes- 
senger and guard, both 


Egyptian nationals. 

According to a police 
official, the two suspects 
confessed and reenacted 
their crime. Police said die 
suspects told them that they 
wanted retribution for the 
continuous humiliation 
Hisham suffered from Mr. 
Nino. 

The suspects, who con- 
fessed to plotting the mur- 
ders, also said they planned 
to rob Mr. Nino, authorities 
said. 

On the morning of the 
incident, officials said the 
perpetrators took an iron 
bar. entered Mr. Nino’s 
office, struck Ms. Hanania 
with it. then stabbed her 
several times with a switch- 
blade. 

“The two then pulled her 
body into the bathroom. 
When Mr. Nino entered his 


office 15 minutes later, they 
also struck him with the 
iron bar, searched the 
office, took JD 40 and some 
jewellery and fled" a 
police official said 

Mr. Nino’s wife was the 
first to discover the bodies. 

Hisham, who was absent 
from the office when the 
bodies ; were discovered 
was later arrested in a hotel 
in downtown Amman. Hani 
was arrested in Aqaba port 
while attempting to leave 
the country, an informed 
source said 

Police found an iron bar 
they said is one of the mur- 
der weapons hidden in 
Ham's room which was 
located next to the office 
building were the crime 
was committed 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) Resident Represen- 
tative in Jordan Jurgen Liss- 
ner said Thursday Jordan’s 
drop in rank from 70 to 84 in 
the 1997 Human Develop- 
ment Index (HDI) is not as 
serious as it appears. 

Speaking at the official 
launching of the 1997 
Human Development Report 
(HDR). Mr. Lissner 
explained that with 175 
countries squeezed into a 
scale, minor changes can 
result in a major move of a 
country up and down that 
scale. 

The UNDP’s Human 
Development Index mea- 
sures three variables reflect- 
ing a country’s basic quality 
of life — income, life 
expectancy and literacy. 

“Countries which improve 
their HDI score can be over- 
taken by other countries that 
have higher rates of 
progress," Mr. Lissner said. 

He emphasised that Jordan 
has progressed since the 
early 1990’s from an HDI 
coefficient of 0.628 to the 
present 0.730 level. 

“This is a major achieve- 
ment which must not be 
overshadowed by a minor 
statistical technicality,” he 
stressed. 

According to UNDP, 
because the most recent 
global statistics are three 
years old, the HDI values in 
the 1997 report are based on 
1 994 figures of each country. 

The 1997 report focuses on 
the multifaceted nature of 
poverty, analysing how dif- 
ferent countries have suc- 
ceeded, or failed, to reduce 
it. he said. 

A Human Poverty Index 
(HPI) has been introduced 
this year, differentiating 
between human poverty and 
income poverty. 

“Poverty is more than a 
lack of income,” Mr. Lissner 
said. “It is the denial of 
choices and opportunities to 


lead a tolerable life.” 

The HPI disregards the 
income factor all together 
and focuses exclusively on 
deprivation in human terms, 
he said. 

These include the percent- 
age of people who die before 
40, percentage of adults who 
are illiterate, the percentage 
of people without access to 
safe water and health ser- 
vices, and the percentage of 
underweight children under 
five, he explained. 

Noting some historical 
achievements, the 1997 
report cites Jordan as one of 
10 countries which made the 
greatest progress in reducing 
the under- five-years-old 

mortality rate, with an 80% 
decline between 1970 and 
1995, a UNDP statement 
said. 

Jordan also made it on the 
top ten list of countries with 
a remarkable decline in adult 
illiteracy between 1970 and 
1975, the report said. 

According to Mr. Lissner. 
the HPI. which includes 78 
developing countries, places 
Jordan at "a very respectable 
8th place from the top.” 

Jordan is in the top 10 per- 
cent, surpassed only by six 
Latin Ajnerican countries 
and Singapore, he affirmed. 

Mr. Lissner said that 
although government statis- 
tics show approximately 
21% of the population to be 
below the poverty line (mea- 
sured in terms of income and 
consumption), only 10.9% 
are victims of the depriva- 
tions reflected in the HPI. 

“The rest are poor in terms 
of income, but manage to 
lead modestly decent lives 
anyway," Mr. Lissner said. 

He attributed this to gov- 
ernment health services, 
education, and “invisible" 
support from the extended 
family. 

The report ends with a six- 
point action plan to eradicate 
extreme poverties in the next 
two decades. UNDP officials 
stated. 

These include the 
“empowerment of women 


( BONN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma Thursday said poverty is the 
greatest challenge for human development in 
the Middle East region, and called for devel- 
oping proper policies to address poverty and 
poverty-related problems. 

Addressing a special ceremony to launch 
die United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) Human Development Report, 
Princess Basma, who has been designated as 
the LLN. ambassador for Human Develop- 
ment Affairs, said poverty does not only 
mean the Jack of financial, economic and 
social stability, but also that baric human 
rights, including the rights to education, 
health, and the like are not addressed. 

She stressed the importance of rearranging 
political, economic, and social priorities with 
a view to creating a world free from poverty. 

Praising Arab developmental achieve- 
ments, Princess Basma said the Middle East- 
ern Arab countries have made great strides in 
the educational, health, social and economic 
fields, despite the upheavals, unrest and sta- 
bility which prevailed in the region during 
the 20th century. 

She noted that Arab countries have been 
able to bridge the gap with their European 
neighbours in such areas as education, life 


expectancy, infant and child mortality and 
economic growth. 

Outlining the importance of fighting illiter- 
acy as a prelude to poverty reduction. 
Princess Basma said any effort to fight 
poverty alone in isolation of illiteracy will be 
unsuccessful. 

She noted that poverty and illiler.tcy are j 
two major obstacles to human development. 

The greatest challenge facing planners and 
decision makers in the region, she said, lies 
in finding the best way to utilise the available 
resources to achieve human development . 
objectives, noting that previous (UNDP] 
Human Development Reports have shown j 
that economic growth in some countries has • 
not contributed to the efforts for poverty i 
reduction. 

Princess Basma said poverty is a multi- 
dimensional phenomenon, requiring multi- 
dimensional solutions, as well as mobilising 
all efforts, and utilising the potentials made 
available by the modem technology m the ! 
fight against poverty. 

The ceremony was organised by the Ger- i 
man Federation for International Develop- 1 
mem and UNDP. in cooperation with the | 
German Ministry of Economic Cooperation 
and Development. 


and men to make use of their 
own energy, creativity, and 
assets," and the promotion of 
gender equality. 

The report stipulates dial 
women and children are par- 
ticularly affected by poverty. 

“Women make a smaller 
income than men, are more 
restrained by their reproduc- 
tive and household responsi- 
bilities, and they have less 
access to land, credit and 
employment opportunities 
that can help them and their 
children escape poverty." a 
UNDP statement said. 

The 1997 Gender Devel- 
opment Index (GDI) 
attempts to capture achieve- 
ments in the same capabili- 
ties included in the HDI, but 
adjusted for gender equality, 
the report said. 

Jordan’s GDI ranking was 
not included, as data was not 
available for the report, a 


UNDP official said. 

Deputising for Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali. 
Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Nasser Luwzi 
addressed the HDR launch- 
ing. 

“We are working to 
achieve balanced human 
development which will not 
rely on expenditure and 
income,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

“It will take into account 
the quality of life for u 
human being and his wel- 
fare, and encourage produc- 
tivity for himself and others 
around him as well.” 

He said that the govern- 
ment’s realisation was that 
poverty and unemployment 
could not be eradicated by 
temporary solutions, and that 
the Ministry of Planning and 
concerned national organisa- 
tions had drawn designs for 
social safety net pro- 


grammes. 

“With these programmes 
we hope to unleash the cre- 
ative and productive capabil- 
ities of the poor segments, 
enabling them to participate 
and become self-reliant.” 
Mr. Lawzi concluded. 

According die UNDP 
statement. development 
experts anticipate that 
progress will be reflected in 
a higher HDI value in the 
coming years. 

The Amman HDR launch- 
ing was one of 100 cere- 
monies held in capitals 
worldwide. 

The UNDP and Ministry of 
Planning are currently devis- 
ing a human development 
report exclusively for Jor- 
dan. expected to be released 
near the end of 1997. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
PLAY 

♦“Adam... Alone” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p. m . 

LECTURES 

♦Lecture on Iraqi art by artists Shaker Hassan and Farouq . 
Yousef (with commentary by Her Royal Highness i 
Princess Wijdan Ali) at the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts at-6:00 p.m. (Tel. 630128). 

♦“The Emergence of Science in Arabia and its Sources'” 
by Dr. Ali Abdul Latif at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun- 
dation, JabaJ Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦Paintings by contemporary Iraqi artists entitled “Ecolo- 
gy and Environment in Iraqi Art” at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts. 12 (except Tuesdays). 

♦Photo exhibition of Hong Kong, sponsored by the Chi- i 
nese embassy, at the Royal Cultural Centre, until June 19. ; 


Donor nations bring UNRWA budget deficit down to $26m 


By GbafiaAIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although the 
informal meeting of donor 
nations and host governments 

last week resulted in the reduc- 
tion of the Unaed Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA’s) budget deficit to 
S26 million, the agency’s 
Commissioner General Peter 
Hansen warned of possible 
deflation. 

During a two-day meeting, 
which ended Wednesday, 
donors pledged S4.1 million to 
UNRWA’s General Fund 
bringing down its budget 
cteficir from about $30 million 
to $26 m illion, 

Although there was no 
reduction m the amount of the 


contributions to the agency, 
Mr Hansen stressed that the 
agency is in need of larger 
donations to counter the 
increase in the refugee popula- 
tion. 

The UNRWA budget for 
1997 was $352 million. 

At a press conference on 
Thursday, Mr. Hansen reiterat- 
ed that UNRWA does not 
intend to reduce the level of 
the basic health, education and 
social services it has been pro- 
viding to refugees since its 
establishment. 

“UNRWA was established 
to provide sendees and not 
take them away” Mr. Hansen 
asserted. 

To maintain the level of ser- 
vices, Mr. Hansen added, the 
agency might introduce what 


he called “cost-sharing” where 
the refugees would be required 
to contribute a “symbolic 
amount of money” to cover 
health and educational costs. 

“This is not expected to 
improve the agency’s budget, 
but these contributions will 
improve the state of die 
agency’s schools,” which cater 
to the refugees, said Deputy 
Commissioner General 
Mohammad Abdul Mu’ men. 

At the meeting, which 
brought together 28 represen- 
tatives from the agency's 
major denials and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), Saudi Ara- 
bia announced $2.4 million to 
UNRWA for 1997, which, to 
its earlier contribution of SI 2 
million, represents a tripling of 
that kingdom's contribution to 


die agency’s General Fund 
over its 1 996 level. 

Mr Hansen noted that over 
the last few years Saudi Arabia 
paid $10 million each year for 
the Peace Implementation Pro- 
gramme (PIP), adding that 
Kuwait has been contributing 
$13 million a year. 

Pushing for more Arab con- 
tribution, he expressed hope 
that other Gulf countries 
would respond similary to 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 

“If all gulf countries 
responded in a similar way to 
these two countries, the deficit 
problem would have been 
solved” said Mr. Hansen, 
adding that the problem of 
providing services to Palestin- 
ian refugees was not exclusive 
to Arab countries but was an 


international responsibility. 

Sweden announced '$12 
million for education in 
Lebanon, and the Netherlands 
pledged S52D, 000. The Unit- 
ed States announced a new 
pledge of more than S1.4 mil- 
lion in support of new PIP pro- 
jects. Denmark announced 
S7.7 million for 1997, includ- 
ing a S3.4 million for the 
agency’s General Fund and 
S43 million for specific pro- 
jects. Belgium pledged about 
S600.000 million for PIP pro- 
jects payable in 1998. 

In his opening remarks to the 
donor meeting. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san had warned thai many 
major donor countries were 
“disengaging too soon from an 
agenda of relief and recovery 


that has not yet run its course.” 

Mr. Hansen said he was sat- 
isfied that during the meeting 
there was no sign of a reduc- 
tion of contributions to the 
agency, adding that the donors 
“were aware dial the refugee 
problem is very far from being 
solved.” 

AcconJing to a statement 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, donors reviewed 
UNRWA’s current financial 
deficit and cash How difficul- 
ties. 

The statement added that 
there was strong support for 
intensive dialogue between the 
agency, donor countries and 
host governments in prep; na- 
tion for UNRWA’s biennial 
budget for I99S- 1999. 


Plastic artists reelect Khalid Khreis to lead association 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

t 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Plas- 
tic Arts Association Friday 
reelected painter Khalid Khreis as 
president of the association for 
another two-year term. 

Dr. Khreis, who obtained his 
Ph.D in fine arts from Barcelona 
University in Spain, was first 
elected to head the association in 
1995 . 

The association, established in 
1978, has 235 members. 

Since 1979 Dr. Khreis, 41, has 
held more than 50 exhibitions in 
Jordan and abroad. 

Among the most important have 
been at the Joan Miro Internation- 
al Drawing Contest in Barcelona 
(1980), “Miro and Picasso 
Homage,” in Madrid (1985), 
"Contemporary Art in the Islamic 
World, Barbican Gallery, London 
(1990), “The Right to Hope." One 
World Art, part of the- 50th 
anniversary comm em oran ons of 
the United Nations and the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) which toured the 
globe for two years from 1995, 

and the Hordaland International 
Art Gallery, in Bergen Norway 

0995 )- 

In his first term as president. Dr. 


Khreis worked to locate, refurbish 
and open a permanent home for 
the Plastic Arts Association in 
Jabal Weibdeh. 

The edifice is a tum-of-the-cen- 
tury home which now brings 
artists from the region and abroad 
together for dialogue and 
exchanges of interests. 

Dr. Khreis also introduced 
monthly exhibitions featuring 
either one artist or several in a 
group exhibition. 

In December 1996 the associa- 
tion held its first Plastic Arts 
Week at the Royal Cultural Centre 
in Amman. 

Currently around 70 artists, 
mostly from Jordan, are exhibit- 
ing their works in a special dis- 
play at the new City Hall of the 
Amman Municipality. 

He has also engaged association 
members in conferences and 
debates to, as he said “advance 
relations between the different 
cultural institutes in Jordan as 
well as abroad.” 

According to Dr. Khreis, tins 
has borne fruit in that several 
members of the association have 
been invited to exhibit their works 
in many foreign countries. 

Still, perhaps one of his most 
important missions has been to 
work with his fellow members to 
promote and encourage the work 



Khalid Khreis 

of young artists by allowing them 
membership into the association, 
arranging exhibitions for them 
and introducing them to the 
already accomplished cadres for 
inspiration. 

Dr. Khreis credits the dedication 
and involvement of the members 
of the association in bringing the 
organisation to the forefront of 


Jordan’s expanding artistic fron- 
tier. 

Also elected Friday, as members 
of the board of the association, 
were ceramic artist Najwa Annab. 
ceramic artist Ra’ed Al Dahleh, 
painter Sawsan Asfour, sculptor 
Nazih Uweiss, painter G hassan 
Abu Laban and painter and art 
critic Mohammad Al Amiri, 

Bom in Karak. Dr. Khreis was a 
lecturer at the Fine Arts Institute 
of the Ministry of Culture from 
1983 to 1989. 

After' graduating from 
Barcelona University in 1993, Dr. 
Khreis worked for Darat Al 
Funun, the fine arts centre of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion. 

There, he was in charge of cul- 
tural and artistic affairs. 

He currently teaches painting 
and drawing at the Faculty of 
Architecture and Fme Arts of the 
Jordan University for Women. 

Among his several awards and 
prizes for his work in abstracts 
and often combining Arabic cal- 
ligraphy into his free-style 
approach are the first prize in the 
Joan Miro International Contest 
of the Spanish Arab Institute in 
Madrid in 1985 and Jordan’s 
National Award for Excellence in 
the Plastic Arts in 1995. 


Invitation To Ali Shareholders Of 




BSS 




(PRIURTE PLRCEMENT) 

The Housing Bank announces a private placement 
of 25 million new shares to cover the Bank's capi- 
tal increase from ( 25 ) million JD to ( 50 ) million 
JD as follows 

1) - Registered shareholders as at 5 June 1997 are enti- 

tled to participate in this placement to the extent of 
their current share - holding . 

2) - Issue price is set at 5 JD per share . 

3) - Subscription starts on June 14 , 1997 and ends on 

June 30,1997 . 

4) - All new shares will receive full dividends for the 

year 1997, 

5) - Subscription applications should be submitted to any 

of the Bank’s branches in Jordan or the PNA areas . 


For more mjot matiott please catt shareholders ajjavrs 
section at b075 15 






eWorld News 


Taleban defeated in northern 


Afghanistan, disarmed by allies 


KABUL (AFP) — Taleban fighters have lost control of all 
centres in Northern Afghanistan following their withdrawal 
from the town of Pul-i-Khumri. the' opposition said 
Thursday. 

The Taleban. under strong pressure from opposition 
forces, evacuated the town late Tuesday night for the neigh- 
bouring city of Baghlan where they were disarmed by 
Commander Bashir Baghlani of the Hezb-i-IsIami faction, 
said a spokesman for opposition Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

“For sure Bashir has disarmed the retreating Taleban sol- 
diers," said the spokesman, named Abdullah, by satellite 
telephone. 

The reported disarmament of the estimated 3,000-scrong 
Taleban came despite Mr. Bashir's support for the Islamic 
militia during their two-week occupation of Pul-i-Khumri. 
an important Baghlan provincial centre 230 kilometres 
north of Kabul. 

However, unconfirmed reports state that Mr. Bashir has 
been appointed the new governor of Baghlan province. If 
true this would appear to be a political deal in which Mr. 
Bashir traded an alliance with the Taleban for a confirmed 
power-base. 

“We don’t have any problem concerning Bashir 
Baghlani’s governorship." said Abdullah. 

But Abdullah added he didn’t know if Mr. Bashir had for- 
mally accepted the nomination of governor of Baghlan 
province. 

Mr. Bashir’s Hezb-i-Islami have been permanently based 
in Baghlan city, just 24 kilometxes from Pul-i-Khumri. ever 
since the era of the ill-fated 1979 Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. 

As the Hezb-i-Islami of Mr. Bashir — who took over 
Baghlan after his brother Ghayoor was killed — and Mr. 
Masood have been traditional rivals, Western analysts 
expected there would be fighting between these two forces. 

For the meantime it appears that Mr. Bashir and Mr. 
Masood have buried the hatchet, although it was still 
unclear whether the Taleban in Baghlan have been absorbed 
into Hezb-i-Islami, or will be released. 

Meanwhile Pul-i-Khumri was reported calm and under 
the control of a joint anti-Tal eban force made up of Mr. 
Masood’s men, ethnic Uzbeks under General Abdul Malik, 
the Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat faction and the Kayan mili tia. 

The Kayan militia is headed by General Sayyad Jaffar 
Naderi, head of the Lsmaelia religious minority sect Gen. 
Jaffar was formerly governor of Pul-i- Khumri/Baghlan 
until pushed out by Mr. Bashir’s forces this May. 

Gen. Jaffar has reportedly accepted the nomination of Mr. 
Bashir as the new Baghlan governor. 

In a related matter Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan 


said Pakistan is trying to convene a five-nation regional 
conference to discuss the Afghan conflict 

Those invited to the proposed conference will include the 
war-tom country’s immediate neighbours — Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, he said- 

The minister will discuss the proposal during his forth- 
coming tour of Turkey, Iran, Uzbekistan. Tajikistan and 
Kirgizstan. 

Mr. Khan is due to leave for Turkey later this week to 
attend the conference of eight developing Muslim states 
being hosted in Istanbul. 

In late May the Taleban took control of the whole of 
Northwest Afghanistan after the mutiny of General Malik 
who had toppled his boss General Abdul Rashid Dostum 
and let the Islamic militia enter the Uzbek capital Mazar-i- 
Sharif unopposed. 

However Gen. Malik quickly revolted against the pre- 
dominantly ethnic Pushtoon Taleban because they did not 
equitably share power with him, and the Islamic militia suf- 
fered a serious defeat in the north. 

The Pul-i-Khumri based Taleban, the last major concen- 
tration of Islamic militia in the north, had been on their way 
from Kabul to Mazar when Gen. Malik turned against them. 

On the frontlines north of Kabul, Mr. Abdullah said “tbe 
situation has not changed,” with Mr. Masood ’s forces still 
occupying Jabal Os-Siraj and tbe Taleban just across the 
Salang River in the so-called 2nd Division Army Base. 

“There is an exchange of heavy shellfire, but we have not 
lost Jabal Os-Siraj," Mr. Abdullah stated. 

Meanwhile, Armed men kidnapped a former Afghan 
provincial governor, Gul Agha, from his home in the south- 
western Pakistani town of Quetta Wednesday, his family 
said- 

They said Mr. Agha, former governor of the southern 
Afghan province of Kandahar, was kidnapped at gun point 
by six men when he was supervising the construction of his 
house in Quetta, capital of Baluchistan province bordering 
Afghanistan and Iran. 

One family member blamed the kidnapping on followers 
of tbe Taleban Islamic movement and said he might be tried 
by the Taleban government 

Taleban sources in Quetta said they were unaware of the 
kidnapping. 

Police in Quetta have registered a complaint of kidnap- 
ping but have made no immediate arrests, police sources 
said. 

Mr. Agha was governor of Kandahar under the govern- 
ment of ousted President Burhanuddin Rabbani until the 
Taleban militia took control of the province in November 
1994 in the early days of their emergence. Since then Mr. 
Agha has lived in Quetta as an exile. 


U.S. congressional panel 
approves deal on U.N. dues 


WASHINGTON rfy — A 
bill that wouk* allow pay- 


ment of most of the massive 
U.S. debt to the United Na- 
tions, but with substantial 
strings attached, was passed 
Thursday by a key Senate 
committee. 

The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee voted 14-4 
for the measure under 
which the United States 
would pay the world body 
S819 million in back dues 
after several members pro- 
tested die conditions. 

In order to receive the 
payment, members of 
Congress have demanded a 
string of U.N. spending and 
personnel cuts, a reduction 
in Washington’s annual 
dues and other concessions. 

“It has been a fun game 
for a long time to attack the 
U.N. ...but this could be the 
end of the line for the orga- 
nisation and adversely af- 
fect our relationship with 
our allies,” said Republican 
Senator Richard Lugar, of 
Indiana, who opposed the 
measure. 

But committee chairman 
Senator Jesse Helms, a Re- 
publican from North Caro- 
lina. a fervent critic of the 
United Nations, and the 
panel’s ranking Democrat, 
Senator Joseph Biden of 
Delaware, portrayed the bill 
as the best possible arrange- 


ment hammered out during 
fold mbnths - of detailed! 
bipartisan negotiations. 

U.S. debts to the United 
Nations have been a run- 
ning sore for . years, with 
Washington accused by its 
closest allies of reneging on 
its financial commitments, 
but conservative Republi- 
cans refusing to pay an 
extra cent to what they call 
a spendthrift bureaucracy. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has insisted to Cong- 
ress that it must pay the debt 
if U.S. credibility at the 
United Nations is to be pre- 
served. 

The United Nations says 
the United States owes it 
more than $1 billion in de- 
linquent dues but Sen. 
Helms and Sen. Biden in- 
sisted Thursday $819 mil- 
lion was “the drop-dead 
number." 

A key condition for the 
payment is U.N. agreement 
to reduce the U.S. share of 
its regular budget to 20 per 
cent from the current 25 per 
cent in three years. The U.S. 
share of the peacekeeping 
budget would be cut to 25 
per cent from 3 1 per cent. 

Other conditions include a 
negative growth U.N. bud- 
get. a cap of $900 million 
on U.S. payments to inter- 
national organisations and a 
ban on global U.N. confer- 


ences in cities other than 
New York.' Geneva, Rome 
and Vienna — a slap at 
recent U.N.- sponsored 
events such as the Beijing 
Women’s Summit and the 
Earth Summit in Rio De 
Janeiro. 

Sen. Lugar. who sponsored 
an amendment to repay the 
U.S. debt in full without con- 
ditions. noted his effort had a 
“certain Don Quixote” des- 
peration to it in view of the 
committee’s bipartisan 
efforts to resolve the issue 
with the Clinton administra- 


Clinton signs 
disaster bill 
after week’s 


strife £ ; ... 


tion’s acquiescence. 

Senator John Kerry ag- 
reed with Sen. Lugar that 
the United States owed the 
money and should pay up 
without strings attached, but 
acknowledged that was un- 
likely to happen given the 
strong opposition from con- 
servative Republicans led 
by Sen. Helms. 

“I believe this will work, 
but I don’t think it’s the 
right thing to do," the- Mas- 
sachusetts Democrat said. 

The measure, pan of the 
State Department authorisa- 
tion bill for 1998. must now 
be reconciled with a verion 
passed by the House of 
Representatives before go- 
ing to the Senate floor for a 
vote. Sen. Helms predicted 
that could come as early as 
next week. 


Daughter: Castro a bad father and leader 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Alina Fernandez 
Revuelta has accused Cuban President 
Fidel Castro of failing her personally as a 
father and the Cuban people in general as a 
leader. 

Mrs. Fernandez Revuelta told Reuters in 
an interview that Mr. Castro certainly had 
his reasons as “the busiest father in Cuba,” 
but that he was nonetheless an “uncon- 
cerned father." 

Mrs. Fernandez, who escaped from Cuba 
disguised as a Spanish tourist in 1993 and 
now lives in the United States, was in 
Mexico to promote her autobiography. 
“Alina: Las Memorias De La Hija Rebelde 
De Fidel Castro." I Alina: Memoirs of Fidel 
Castro’s Rebel Daughter). 

The book is mainly a personal account, 
but contains a heavy dose of often critical 
observations on how Cuban society has 
fared since the revolution led by Mr. Castro 
in 1959. 

“1 go along with the revolution, through 
the eyes of the girl that saw it take power 
through to the woman who had to leave," 
Mrs. Fernandez said. 

Alina Fernandez was bom in Havana in 
1956. Her mother, Nati Revuelta, met Fidel 
Castro in the early 1950s and worked clan- 
destinely with other rebels who plotted to 
overthrow the dictatorship of Fulgendo 
Batista. 


Alina was registered under her mother’s 
husband's surname, Fernandez. Nonethe- 
less. her mother confessed when Alina was 
10 years old that Fidel Castro, an occasion- 
al visitor to the Fernandez household, was 
her real father. 

She said her book does not attempt to pass 
judgment, but admits she does not have a 
high opinion of Cuba’s revolution. 

“The only merit I do concede is in that 
first stage- at the beginning of the revolu- 
tion, which was so idealistic, so romantic 
and so driven to achieve social justice ” she 
said. 

Mrs. Fernandez said the Cuban Revolu- 
tion lost its way and impoverished its peo- 
ple due to the cost of maintaining Cuban 
troops in Africa and supporting guerrillas in 
different parts of Latin America. 

“What I don’t like about this revolution is 
that it did nothing for Cubans,” she said. “It 
has done everything for it's public image 
and the international stage,” she added. 

After Mrs. Fernandez left Cuba in 
December 1993, it took the Cuban govern-, 
men: 10 days to allow her ceenaged daugh- 
ter. Mr. Castro’s grandchild Alina Maria 
Salgado, to join her abroad. 

Mr. Castro, 70. has always kept an 
extremely tight rein on his private life and 
almost never mentions even his personal 
feelings, let alone his family, in public. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
signed a multibillion-dollar 
disaster aid bill into law 
Thursday after Congress 
stripped it of the political 
riders that prompted a pres- 
idential veto earlier in the 
week. 

Mr. Clinton underlined 
his signature twice and 
raised his clenched fist, 
prompting applause from 
lawmakers attending the 
Oval Office ceremony, inc- 
luding Senator Byron Dor- 
gan, a North Dakota De- 
mocrat, Senator Barbara 
Boxer, a California De- 
mocrat and Senator Paul 
Wellstone, a Minnesota 
Democrat. 

“This bill provides the 
desperately needed re- 
sources for hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
have suffered terribly from 
the flooding and other nat- 
ural disasters in the Dako- 
tas, Minnesota. California 
and 29 other states,” Mr. 
Clinton said in a statement 
released by the White 
House. 

“When our people are in 
need, we Americans come 
to their assistance as one 
nation,” the President said. 
Applauding Congress for 
stripping the legislation of 
political riders attached by 
Republicans. 

Republican leaders of 
Congress, bartered by a 
negative press and hound- 
ed by lawmakers from 
flood-ravaged states, gave 
in to White House demands 
earlier Thursday and 
passed the full $8.9 billion 
in the original bill. 

The bill provides $5.6 
billion to help North and 
South Dakota and Minne- 
sota recover from flood 
damage to homes and busi- 
nesses and to aid 32 other 
states hurt by natural disas- 
ters. It also restores $1.9 
billion to military accounts 
to pay for past activities in 
Bosnia and the Gulf. 

Mr. Clinton, who vetoed 
the first version of the bill 
Monday, praised Congress 
for its “common sense” in 
passing tbe disaster aid in a 
form he would sign into 
law. 

In his veto message, Mr. 
Clinton had urged Cong- 
ress to pass the bill again 
without the political riders 
attached by Republicans. 
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WHO staff evacuation leaves 


thousands without food in Congo 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Rwandan 
refugees have been left 
without food in Congo after 
fighting in the capital Braz- 
zaville forced the World 
Health Organisation 

(WHO) to evacuate more 
than 300 staff, the U.N. bo- 
dy said Friday. 

Some of the refugees have 
been reduced to eating 
roots, a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

The WHO evacuated 326 
non-essential staff from its 
central African headquar- 
ters in Brazzaville Thursday 
to Libreville in Gabon, 
spokesman Philippe Snoot 
said. 

The organisation is keep- 
ing 30 staff in Brazzaville. 

- Another key aid agency, 
the U.N. High Commissio- 
ner for Refugees (UNHCR » 
has withdrawn its interna- 
tional staff to the Gabonese 
capital, spokeswoman Pa- 
mela O’toole said. 

An estimated 18,000 
Rwandan refugees, have 
been left without food aid as 
it has been impossible to get 
supplies to them since fight- 
ing flared in the capital 
eight days ago. 

Some 5.500 are situated 
around 20 kilometres from 
Brazzaville, with the others 
scattered between 400-800 
kilometres further north 
along the banks of die Con- 
go River. 

Deprived of supplies, the 
refugees have begun to strip 
crops from surrounding 
farms and even to eat roots, 
Mrs. O’Toole said. 

The UNHCR said it was 
studying the possibility of 
reaching at least some of the 
refugees'by moving aid sup- 
plies in from the neighbour- 
ing Central African Repub- 
lic. 

Fighting in the bullet- 
scarred Congolese capital 


subsided into an eerie calm 
early Friday though no 
ceasefire had been declared. 

A few sporadic bursts of 
gunfire rattled in die desert- 
ed streets of the suburbs, 
but France’s Ambassador 
Raymond Cesaire was 
hopeful that the calm sig- 
nalled an “informal truce" 
which would evolve into a 
ceasefire. 

“I think now that the 
worst is over," he told AFP. 

A week of intense fighting 
in the capital left the streets 
tittered with bodies and aid 
agencies have estimated a 
death toll in the thousands. 

A senior French military 
officer in Brazzaville said: 
“We can only hope that this 
precarious calm is going do- 
last and. allow a truce’ which 
will lead to a ceasefire. But 
we have to be cautious.” 

The opposing factions of 
President Pascal Lissouba 
and former President Denis 
S as sou Nguesso. have pre- 
viously said they would 
accept a ceasefire but their 
forces carried on fighting. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Parliament Thursday urged 
the European Union (EU) 
states, and France in partic- 
ular, not to intervene in die 
.conflict in Congo unless the 
United Nations gave them a 
mandate to do so. 

The member states should 
“abstain from military inter- 
vention in the Congo until 
such time as they have 
obtained a U.N. mandate to 
do so, except with the aim 
of protecting the safety of 
their citizens," the EU as- 
sembly said in a resolution 
on the situation in Congo- 
Brazzaville. 

Jean-Francois Hory, the 
French Radical Party Euro- 
MP who drafted that part of 
the resolution, explicitly 
stated he had France in 
mind. 


“Once again, the finger is 
pointing at France, as it was 
in Zaire and Rwanda. 
France has been so discred- 
ited by its neo-colonial pol- 
icy that even its best inten- 
tions are suspect," Mr. Hory 
told the Strasbourg-based 
assembly. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac Monday urged the 
warring sides in the Congo 
“to decide on a ceasefire as 
soon as possible and accept 
the mediation of (Gabon 
President) Omar Bongo to 
seek a political solution, his 
office told reporters. 

Mr. Chirac’s intervention 
came as France, the former 
colonial power, sent more 
troops to the embattled 
Congolese capital Brazza- 
ville. 

The French army said yes- 
terday its light tanks had 
begun arriving in Brazza- 
ville to reinforce 1,250 
French soldiers evacuating 
foreigners from fighting 
between supporters of 

President Pascal Lissouba 
and those of former Marxist 
military leader Denis 

Sassou Nguesso. 

The European Parliament 
urged the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) to 
mediate in tbe conflict, 
which erupted on June 5 
after soldiers surrounded 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso 's home 
as part of a crackdown on 
militias and illegal arms 
ahead of a July 27 presiden- 
tial election. 

Calling for an urgent 
ceasefire, the assembly in 
Strasbourg insisted only 
free, democratic elections 
could restore stability to the 
•country. 

Mr. Lissouba won a 1992 
presidential election after 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso, presi- 
dent from 1979, bowed to 
calls for multi-party poli- 
tics. 


Asia-Africa forum urges G-7 


nations to step up assistance 


BANGKOK (AFP) — An 
Asia-Africa development 
forum ended here Friday 
with a strong call to tbe 
world’s leading industri- 
alised nations to step up 
support for economic and 
social recovery in war-tom 
Africa. 

Nearly 70 African. Asian 
and donor countries issued 


a joint statement to next 
week's Denver, Colorado, 
summit of the Group of Se- 
ven (G7) nations to “rein- 
force its development as- 
sistance to Africa, encour- 
age investment and expand 
trade." 

“I hope die Denver sum- 
mit will not only revisit the 
issue of African develop- 
ment, but clearly demon- 
strate political will through 
practical and concrete 
action," said Pitak Intra- 
wiyanunt, the Thai deputy 
foreign minister. 

The June 20 meeting, 
which will be joined by 
Russia, will include discus- 
sions on the economic and 
political situation in Africa 
following a call last year 


from the G7 for global 
cooperation in African 
development. 

Kobsak Chutikul. direc- 
tor-general of the Thai Fo- 
reign Ministry Economic 
Affairs Department said 
Asian countries had sig- 
nalled their readiness to 
enter into new initiatives 
with industrialised nations 
and Africa. 

“It’s a very short message 
(to the Denver summit) ... 
just do what you have said 
you will do." 

The three-day Asia-Af- 
rica forum — the second of 
its kind — brought togeth- 
er 44 African. 11 Asian and 
12 donor countries to dis- 
cuss ways of expanding 
trade, investment and de- 
velopment . cooperation 
links between Asia and 
Africa. 

It was organised by Ja- 
pan, with Thailand, the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme, and a 
U.S.-based non-govern- 
mental organisation, the 
Global Coalition For Af- 
rica. The first Asia-Africa 


Forum ‘ was held in In- 
donesia in 1994. 

Yasushi Kurokochi, spe- 
cial assistant to the Ja- 
panese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said civil wars and 
natural disasters had under- 
mined progress in Africa as 
Asia s “tiger” economies 
had forged ahead. 

Some 30 years ago, Asia 
and Africa were “more or 
less in the same economic 
bracket," he said. 

Mr. Kobsak said that 
development in Africa was 
not a “hopeless cause," 
with a “critical mass" of 
African countries now em- 
barked on economic re- 
forms. 

We urge the internation- 
al community to support 
them to maintain these pos- 
ltive trends of the past cou- 
ple of years,” he said. 

."We feel that with the 
nght levels 0 f assistance 
and the right mix of poli- 
cies and support, African 
nations can attain Asian 
levels of development” 


Student shot 
dead near 


Zaire army 


chief’s 

funeral 


A ‘Cobra’ militia fighter loyal to President Denis Nguesso stands near a victim of 
fighting between forces loyal to the president and a former Marxist military ruler 
(Reuter photo) 


KINSHASA (R) — A stu- 
dent was shot dead in Kin- 
shasa during an altercation 
with a soldier ia President 
Laurent Kabila’s army on 
the sidelines of the funeral 
of Zaire's last army chief, 
witnesses said. 

Tbe incident, during 
which the student tried to 
wrest a gun from the sol- 
dier. sparked protests and 
about 50 fellow students 
entered Notre Dame Ca- 
thedral carrying the body 
and chanting “Kabila mur- 
derer," the witnesses ad- 
ded. 

Protesting students set 
fire to at least two cars in 
the city centre after tbe 
killing, the first incident of 
its kind since Mr. Kabila's 
forces captured the city and 
toppled veteran dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko on May 
17. the witnesses said. 

General Mahele Lieko 
Bokungu, one of the few 
senior officers in Mr. Mo- 
butu’s army to rise through 
the ranks on more than 
famil y connections, was 
killed by members of Mr. 
Mobutu’s Presidential 
Guard on the eve of the 
capture of the city. 

Gen. Mahele. 56. had 
made contact with Mr. Ka- 
bila's rebels in a bid io 
head off a bloody end to 
the seven-month civil war 
and had advised Mr. Mo- 
butu to flee, saying the ar- 
my could not hold the cap- 
ital. Mr. Mobutu is now in 
exile in Morocco. 

Thousands of Kinshasa 
residents turned out for 
Gen. Mahele’s funeral in 
the cathedral. 

His coffin was carried 
into the cathedral by offi- 
cers of the former Zairean 
,arrny, some of whom have 
now joined Mr. Kabila’s 
forces. His wife, Marie- 
Jeanne, his children and 
dozens of other relatives 
and dignitaries of the Mo- 
butu era followed. 

Outside, thousands of 
Kinshasa residents sang 
and danced in tribute to the 
soldier who was widely 
respected by both his 
troops and members of the 
population for his courage 
in speaking out against 
tribalism and corruption in 
Mobutu's array. 

Interior Minister Mwen- 
ze Kongolo represented 
Mr. Kabila. “He was a va- 
liant soldier but also and 
above all a man of leg- 
endary generosity full of 
humility and love for his 
country," Mr. Mwenze said 
in a memorial address. 

Meanwhile. President 
Kabila Thursday added six 
members to his govern- 
ment. Kinshasa Radio re- 
ported. 

Of the six. five are minis- 
ters and one a vice minis- 
ter. 

Pierre- Victor Mpoyo was 
named minister of econo- 
my, industry and trade. 
Tshubaka Bisikuabo was 
charged with public works, 
and Tshibal Mu tom bo with 
youth and sports. 

Eddy An gulu was handed 
the environment and tou- 
rism portfolio, Pierre Lo- 
kombe Kitete was named 
energy minister, and Mi- 
lulu Mamboleo vice-minis- 
ter of social affairs. 

None of the nominees are 

well-known public figures. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, mob justice is increa- 
singly replacing the stan- 
<^rd legal process in Kin- 
shasa since the takeover of 
President Kabila, and a 
growing number of offend- 
ers are being lynched, 
apparently with the bene- 
diction of the new regime. 

On Thursday, three peo- 
ple were “necklaced" — 
meaning doused in petrol 
ana set on fire after tyres 
nad been placed round their 
bodies, the official Voice of 
the People reported. 

One victim was described 
as a well known convict, 

who specialised in burglar- 


ies. 


, 0 ^ men lynched 
had three or four tyres 
round their hips. The third, 
caUed Willy had only one. 

Wi»y ran away but soldiers 

shot him and he was burned 
y the mob, the radio said. 
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Sri Lankan soldiers look at weapons left behind by Tamil Tiger rebels after a fierce raid on army defences on north- 
ern Vavuniva. The army has rushed reinforcements to rebuild defences breached in the raid. The army says it lost 
more than 100 soldiers in the attack and that more than 300 rebels were killed (Reuter photo) 

Sri Lanka battle enters 2nd month, toll exceeds 1,350 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's biggest offensive 
against Tamil Tiger rebels 
3 entered its second month 
' Friday with both sides plac- 
ing their death toll at 1 .350 
killed and vowing more 
bloodshed. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) offered their most 
ferocious resistance to the 
military onslaught by stag- 
ing a devastating attack 
against an army base 
Tuesday. 

Tiger guerrillas said they 
killed more than 325 sol- 
diers in Tuesday's assault 
on the Thandikulam camp 
in the district of Vavuniya 
while the army placed retel 
losses at over 400 killed. 

‘Tigers have the capacity 
to stage a couple of more 
attacks like this.” a senior 
military field commander in 
Vavtmiya said. “There will; 
be more : lives lost but we. 

. will keep up our offensive.” ‘ 
'■? The Tigers too promised 
to inflict more casualties on 
government forces as they 
move deeper into the rebel 
heartland of Wanni in the is- 
land’s north. Tigers said the 


government was giving 
higher civilian losses to dis- 
tract from military losses 
and prepare for further army 
set backs. 

Asian diplomats said 
Tuesday ’5 massive Tiger ai- 
tack was a blow to both 
sides and the army’s current 
offensive aimed at opening 
a key high through rebel ter- 
ritory will be delayed by 
about a month or two. 

Tuesday's fighting was 
the bloodiest counter-attack 
against government forces 
since they launched the ma- 
jor drive code named “Sure 
Of Victory" into rebel-held 
territory on May 13. 

Defence sources said the 
Tiger counterattack will 
considerably slow the mili- 
tary advance because an en- 
tire armoury was blown up 
by the Tigers who attempted 
to cut off the advancing ar- 
• "ray column by hitting the 
tail. 

“Our troops expected this 
attack and that is how they 
were able to repulse it and 
force them to beat a hasty 
retreat," Junior Defence Mi- 
nister Anuruddha Raiwane 
said. “When they can’t at- 


tack the head thev attack the 
tail.” 

Mr. Rarwane. who is the 
key figure leading the gov- 
ernment’s drive against the 
Tigers, said he considered 
the “Tigers” to be “jackals” 
and vowed to open the main 
road to Jaffiia despite rebel 
resistance. 

The army has deployed 
two divisions or some 
20,000 men to open the 
road to Jaffna, the former 
Tiger bastion which was 
captured by the army in 
December 1995. 

Troops have advanced on- 
ly about 15 kilometres and 
needed to cover another 60 
kilometres, mostly through 
thick jungle terrain that 
favour guerrilla warfare. 

Local residents in Vavu- 
niya said life in the district 
was slowly returning to nor- 
mal and shops were open 
after being shut Tuesday. 

Before Tuesday's attack, 
at least 150 government sol- 
diers and 410 Tiger rebels 
had been killed according to 
military estimates. The re- 
bels say they lost under 100 
cadres killed. 

The Tigers said the army 


drive has jointly planned by 
Sri Lankan and Pakistan 
military officials, a claim 
flatly denied by the Colom- 
bo government as well as 
Pakistan diplomats here. 

“The Tigers tried to cm off 
our men and hit them bad- 
ly,” chief military spokes- 
man Sarath Munasinghe 
said. “They failed and got a 
sever mauling. That is why 
Tigers are now trying to 
credit Pakistanis with the 
offensive.” 

As fighting raged in the 
north of the country, the 
rebels have also escalated 
their hit-and-run attacks in 
the east of the country. 

At least five bus passen- 
gers, including two consta- 
bles, were shot dead by the 
Tigers in the eastern district 
of Batticaloa Friday, local 
officials said. 

Tiger guerrillas are cam- 
paigning for independence 
in the island's north and 
east. More than 50,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in the 
separatist conflict in the 
past 25 years. 


Khmer Rouge leader executes top comrade, flees 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Khmer Rouge leader Pol 
Pot executed” another guer- 
rilla chief and fled his last 
remaining base with several 
hostages, Cambodia’s first 
Prime Minister Prince No- 
rodom Ranariddh said Fri- 
day. 

The notorious leader of 
Cambodia’s “killing fields” 
regime of the 1970s appar- 
ently rejected negotiations 
over the surrender of remai- 
ning rebels and ordered the 
^execution of former Khmer 
Rouge Defence Minister 
Son Sen and his family for 
alleged espionage. 

Mr. Son Sen and his rela- 
tives were killed and then 
cars were driven over their 
bodies, according to the 
Prince. 

Mr. Pol Pot, accompanied 
by his “hostages” — nomi- 
nal guerrilla leader Khieu 
Samphan, “Finance Minis- 
ter” Mak Ben and “Minister 
of Territorial Integrity” Tep 
KhunnaJ — and 200 armed 
supporters, fled from An- 
long Veng near the Thai 
border Wednesday, Prince 
Ranariddh said. 

In Siem Reap, about 90 
kilometres south of Anlong 
Veng, senior militap' com- 
manders said fighting had 
broken out between rival 


factions and that supplies 
and troops might be sent to 
assist the anti-Pol Pot side. 

They said the sound of 
fighting had been heard 
from government forces’ 
frontlines. 

Prince Ranariddh, citing 
information from army 
Deputy Chief of Staff Nhiek 
Bun Chhay, said Mr. Pol 
Pot, was being carried on ? a 
hammock and had intra- 
venous drip tubes banging 
from his arms. 

Reports last year said Mr. 
Pol Pol who has not been 
seen in public for years, was 
dead. But these were never 
confirmed. 

Prince Ranariddh said Mr. 
Pol Pot’s location was un- 
known but that a neighbour- 
ing “friendly country” — 
presumably Thailand — 
had sealed its borders and 
that Khmer Rouge rene- 
gades who supported nego- 
tiations with the govern- 
ment had surrounded the 
fleeing party. 

Mr. Nhiek Bun Ghhay 
went to the Anlong Veng 
area Thursday and the 
Prince said he returned to 
the region Friday with sup- 
plies for the renegades. 

“First. Pol Pot agreed for 
Khieu Samphan to solve the 
(ongoing insurgency) 


through national neconcila- 
tion, but he changed his 
mind,” the Prince told re- 
porters. 

He said Mr. Pol Pot had 
then accused Mr. Son Sen of 
treason and espionage for 
being an agent of Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. He 
forced Mr. Khieu Samphan 
to read a statement about Mr. 
Son Sen on clandestine 
Khmer Rouge Radio. 

“Then he killed Son Sen 
and his family, all of his 
children and drove cars over 
their bodies,” the Prince 
said, adding that 11 people 
in all had been killed and 
that he had photographic 
evidence of the deaths. Ac- 
cording to defence sources 
who have seen the photos, 
Mr. Son Sen was wearing 
white trousers and appeared 
to have been shot twice in 
the head. His wife, Yun Yat, 
was wearing light blue shirt 
and dark blue trousers. She 
was shot once in the head 
and once in the back. 

Khmer Rouge Radio was 
silent Friday. Military 
sources said it appeared the 
radio station bad been 
destroyed, reinforcing indi- 
cations of a mounting crisis 
in the guerrilla leadership. 

Prince Ranariddh’s royal- 
ist FUNCINPEC Party has 


been negotiating with the 
hardline leadership to se- 
cure the surrender of their 
troops in exchange for top 
rebel leaders Ml Pol Pot and 
Mr. Ta Mok to go into exile. 
The Prince has said such a 
deal would allow Mr. Khieu 
Samphan to form a legiti- 
mate political party that 
could join a royalist-led po- 
litical alliance expected to 
opj»se Mr. Hun Sen’s for- 
merly Communist Cam-bo- 
dian People’s Party (CPP) in 
upcoming elections. 

The Khmer Rouge were 
outlawed by 1994 legisla- 
tion and Mr. Hun Sen has 
said any contact with the 
guerrillas before they com- 
pletely split with Mr. Pol 
Pot and the hardline central 
leadership is illegal. 

Some senior CPP mem- 
bers were cautious in their 
assessment of Prince Rana- 
riddh's announcement. One 
military commander hinted 
that it could be a ruse to try 
to convince people that Mr. 
Khieu Samphan had split 
with Mr. Pol Pol 

The Prince defended the 
negotiations, saying no 
chance to end the Khmer 
Rouge should be wasted 
and "saying he was acting 
not for himself or his party 
but for the whole country. 


U.S.: Poland, Czech Republic and Hungary can join NATO 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States has said that it 
favoured only the’ Czech Republic. Hungary and Poland to 
join NATO in the first round of new members to be invited 
to enter the Western security alliance . 

The decision, formally presented by U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen at a NATO defence ministers meet- 
ing in Brussels, flies in the face of an effort by -France. Italy 
and others to include Romania and Slovema m i the first wave. 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Thursday the 
United States' stance was firm, that it would woric to achieve 
consensus on the issue before the July NATO summit in 
Madrid tfaar will formally invite new nauons to begm mem- 
bership negotiations, and that it did not expect to be over- 
ruled by its allies. . .. . 

“We have said all along we would judge asptrmg members 

by their ability to add strength to ^ dbance 2 ^ 

ness to shoulder the obligations of NATO «»«*«**% 

President Bill Clinton said id a statement read by Ml 

‘Sand, Hungary and the Czech Republic clearly meet 


those criteria and have... made the greatest strides in military 
capacity and political and economic reform,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

“The first new members should not and will not be the last 
We will continue to work with other interested nations, such 
as Slovenia and Romania, to help ihem prepare for member- 
ship,” be added. “Other nations are making good progress 
and none will be excluded from consideration.” 

Expanding the 16-member North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) has been studied since 1994, but had 
been steadfastly opposed by Russia until this spring. 

The alliance paved the way to its eastward expansion last 
month when Mr. Ginton, Russian President Boris, Yeltsin 
and the other alliance members signed the “NATO-Russia 
founding act” to chart their future relations. 

The U.S. stance was hailed by the three chosen nations. 

“We welcome the U.S. support for oar membership,” 
Polish presidential spokesman Antoni Styrczula told Reuters 
in Warsaw, echoing statements by Hungarian and Czech offi- 
cials. “This is happy news for the three states involved.” 


Ireland’s Robinson gets 
top U.N. human rights job 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
President Mary Robinson of 
Ireland Thursday was 
named to the top U.N. hu- 
man rights post by Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan 
who asked her to step down 
from the Irish presidency by 
September to take up the 
posL 

Mrs. Robinson, a lawyer 
and human rights expert, 
had been the favourite for 
the Geneva-based post of 
U.N. high Commissioner 
for Human Rights for sev- 
eral weeks and Mr. Annan 
called her an “extraordinary 
leader” who would bring 
“dynamism to the job.” 

But she does not end her 
seven-year term as presi- 
dent until Dec. 2. However, 
Mr. Annan said he had 
asked her to begin the Ge- 
neva-based U.N. post by ihe 
time the 52nd General As- 
sembly session starts in 
September. 

He said she understood 
the urgency of starting the 
job earlier but he did not say 
she had agreed to his terms. 
She will come to New York 
next month to discuss the 
issue. 

The 165-member General 
Assembly must still endorse 
the appointment 

In Dublin, Mrs. Robinson, 
53. said in a statement: “1 
deeply appreciate the trust 
and confidence which the 
secretary-general has placed 
in me.” 

“I am greatly indebted to 
all those who supported my 
candidature, especially to 
the Irish government and 
officials in the (Irish) De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs 
who spared no effort in pro- 
moting it” 

Mr. Annan, in a news con- 
ference. said: “I have identi- 
fied someone who is an ex- 
traordinary leader who has 
done lots of work in the hu- 
man rights field and who 



Irish President Marv Robinson 


will bring dynamism, credi- 
bility and leadership to the 
human right centre.” 

“And 1 have therefore 
decided to name Mrs Mary’ 
Robinson as the next High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights,” he said. 

He said he realised she 
was a sitting president But 
he said it “would be prefer- 
/ able if she could assume her 
functions before the begin- 
ning of the 52nd session of 
the General Assembly. 1 
believe Mis. Robinson un- 
derstands the urgency and 
the need to start as soon as 
she can.” 

Mrs. Robinson is known 
for championing the rights 


of the poor, the oppressed 
and the under- privileged. 
As president of Ireland, she 
turned what was a largely 
ceremonial job of cutting 
the tape at flow er shows and 
opening community centres 
into a focus for the injus- 
tices of the world. 

Supported by Britain as 
well as U.S. Secretary' of 
State Madeleine Albright. 
Mrs. Robinson had faced 
some objections from Third 
World countries because 
she was a European. Mr. 
Annan said he would ap- 
point a deputy shortly and 
the deputy would come 
from a developing country. 

The first reaction came 


from Russia’s ambassador 
Sergei Lavrov, this month’s 
Security Council president. 
"She is a very well-known 
personality and had been 
mentioned as one of the 
candidates and J am sure 
she will be a very efficient 

international official.” 

The job. first proposed 
nearly 50 years ago, became 
vacant after Jose Ayala Las- 
so resigned in March as the 
first human rights commis- 
sioner to become Ecuador’s 
foreign minister. 

He had been appointed in 
1994 for four years and was 
criticised by several human 
rights groups for being too 
cautious on abuses by gov- 
ernments. 

In Geneva, news of Mrs. 
Robinson's appointed was 
welcomed by staff at the 
U.N. Centre for Human 
Rights, who had hoped for a 
new* chief who would speak 
out publicly on rights viola- 
tions. 

“It is fantastic. She will 
bring prestige to the post.” 
said one employee. 

Mrs. Robinson, an attor- 
ney with special expertise 
in constitutional and Euro- 
pean human rights law. hud 
pleaded landmark cases be- 
fore the European commis- 
sion. 

She was the first head of 
state to visit Rwanda in the 
aftermath of tile 1994 geno- 
cide there as well as the 
U.N. Tribunal on the Former 
Yugoslavia in The Hague. 

Her closest competitor. 
Sonia Picado. Costa Rica's 
ambassador to Washington, 
was rejected late last month, 
making it nearly certain Mr. 
Annan would appoint Mrs. 
Robinson. Mrs. Picado. 
however, indicated she had 
been offered the deputy post 
but would not accept it. But 
she said she might work in 
another related-U.N. human 
rights field. 


India says 
talks with 
Pakistan 
to start on 
June 19 

NEW DELHI (R) — Se- 
nior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials from India and Pakis- 
tan will meet in Islamabad 
for talks from June 19 to 
23. India’s Foreign Minis- 
try said Friday. 

The talks between the 
neighbours' foreign secre- 
taries, their seniormost ca- 
reer diplomats, will follow 
a rare meeting between 
their prime ministers in 
May and an earlier round 
of negotiations in March, 
which ended a tense three- 
year stand-off. 

“The next round of for- 
eign secretary-level talks 
will be held in Islamabad 
from June 19 to 23,” a Fo- 
reign Ministry statement 
said. 

Pakistan Thursday ac- 
cused India of raising ten- 
sion ahead of the talks, a 
charge New Delhi prompt- 
ly denied. 

Pakistani Foreign Minis- 
ter Gohar Ayub Khan cited 
a recent alleged violation 
of Pakistani airspace, the 
reported deployment of In- 
dian medium-range ballis- 
tic missiles near the border 
and a border clash Tuesday 
night 

An Indian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman reiterated 
New Delhi's denial that 
one of its jet fighters had 
flown over Pakistan earlier 
this month, breaking the 
sound barrier and rattling 
windows in Islamabad. 

He also noted Prime Mi- 
nister lnder Kumar Guj- 
ral’s statement Wednesday 
denying that India bad 
deployed ballistic missiles 
near to the border with 
Pakistan. 

As for any border clash, 
the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said: “India has 
been subjected to unpro- 
voked firing on several oc- 
casions across the border.” 

The two countries have 
fought three wars since 
1947. 


Tung deputy Chan warns Hong 
Kong against subverting China 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong's lop 
official, who stays on after Beijing takes 
control on July 1, urged the British-ruled 
territory Friday against becoming a base for 
subversion against China. 

Anson Chan, chief secretary, said: “We 
put our own autonomy at risk if we lead 
China's leaders to believe we are trying to 
undermine their system.” 

“You can be sure China will clamp down 
hard if it suspects we are allowing Hong 
Kong to be used as a base for subversive 
activities. Chinese action of this sort would 
be disastrous for Hong Kong.” she wrote in 
an article in a new book about Hone Kong. 
“Hello Goodbye.” 

The outspoken Mrs. Chan, second in 
command to colonial Governor Chris Pat- 
ten. is also to serve as deputy to future lea- 
der Tung Chee-Hwa. and her remarks came 
as another twist in a tense debate over Hong 
Kong's future under Chinese rule. 

Hong Kong, a British colony for 156 
years, lowers the Union Jack and reverts to 
Beijing's control under the red flag of 
China at midnight on June 30. just 1 8 days 
away. 

China has pledged to let the territory of 
6.4 million keep its economic and political 
way of life unchanged for 50 years. 

But it has set in motion plans to dissolve 
an elected legislature and replace it for a 
year with an unelected body, to reverse 
democratic reforms and water down politi- 
cal liberties, justifying the moves on 
grounds of “national security.” 

Mrs. Chan said the best way to protect 
Hong Kong's autonomy after the handover 
was to keep out of China’s internal affairs. 

“Minding our own business is the best 
guarantee of our autonomy. We cannot ex- 
pect China to keep its nose out of our system 
if we stick our noses into theirs,” she said. 

However. Mrs. Chan, who has been out- 
spoken too in defence of Hong Kong's tra- 
ditional freedoms, also reminded Mr. Tung 
in her article of a need to win the hearts of 
the people. 

“He must be mindful of Hong Kong's 
needs and aspirations. He has to convince 
Hong Kong’s-people that he is on their side, 
(hat he is, first and foremost. Hong Kong's 
man and will defend our interests. It is a 
difficult balance to strike.” 

Mr. Tung has lashed out at confrontation- 
al anti-Beijing protests, such as annual vig- 
ils commemorating China's 1989 anti- 
democracy crackdown, and has urged Hong 
Kong people to look to the future as part of 
China on a basis of consensus. 

Hong Kong, where no confrontational po- 
litics or democracy existed a decade ago. 
has turned into heady political polemics in 
the run-up to the handover, mostly focused 
on fears of repressive Communist-style 
rule. 

The High Court Thursday quashed a legal 
challenge by the Popular Democratic Party 
against the unelected legislature that China 
plans to install on July 1. 


Mr. Patten urged future ruler China on the 
same day to adopt rather than meddle with 
the territory's successful system of free 
enterprise and democratic government. 

Chinese dissidents exiled in Hong Kong 
have this week voiced fresh fears of perse- 
cution once Chinese sovereignty is res- 
tored. 

At the same lime a row has built up bet- 
ween Britain and China over Chinese de- 
mands to send People's Liberation Army 
(PLA> troops into the territory to take up 
defence positions in their garrison barracks 
before the formal midnight flag change. 

“There is no question of Britain agreeing 
to the deployment of the main PLA garri- 
son in Hong Kong before July 1,” said 
British Foreign Office spokesman Bill 
Dickson. 

“Britain is the sovereign power and is 
responsible for the defence of Hong Kong 
up to the Iasi stroke of midnight on June 30 
and that is when China assumes its sover- 
eign responsibility.” 

China has announced it is sending 
President Jiang Zemin and Premier Li Peng 
to a glitzy joint handover ceremony with 
4.000 VIP guests, where Britain's top rep- 
resentatives will be heir to the throne Prince 
Charles and Prime Minister Tony -Blair. 

But the British and U.S. allies have dec- 
lared they will boycott a ceremony to swear 
in the Provisional Legislature. 

Australia Friday defended its decision to 
break ranks with the United States and 
Britain and anend the inauguration of Hong 
Kong's legislature on July 1 . 

Fending" off criticism from the Labour 
opposition. Foreign Affairs Minister 
Alexander Downer said Australia accepted 
China's promise to hold democratic elec- 
tions within a year of regaining control of 
Hong Kong on July 1. 

“In Hong Kong we have every expecta- 
tion that there will be free and fair elections 
during the course of the next 12 months,’’ 
he told reporters. 

The appointed Provisional Legislature, 
replacing the elected chamber that Britain 
established in Hong Kong, will be sworn in 
on July | as soon as China resumes control 
of the territory after 156 years of British rule. 

The United States said Tuesday that 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
would attend the handover ceremony but 
not the swearing-in of the legislature. 

Britain followed Wednesday by saying 
Prime Minister Tony Blair would also miss 
the legislature ceremony. 

But Australian Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward said Thursday that Australia would at- 
tend the ceremony because it needed to 
maintain a good economic relationship with 
China. 

New Zealand Foreign Minister Don 
Mcktnnon said his country will attend the 
swearing-in of Hong Kong’s new legisla- 
ture next month and saw no need to antag- 
onise China further by repeating its concern 
over the body. 
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Untimely interference 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s immediate rejec- 
tion of the recent resolution of the UJS. Congress 
declaration that Jerusalem is the united capital 
of Israel reflects not only the position of Jordan 
but that of the entire Arab and Muslim Worlds. 
The domestically-motivated declaration runs 
counter to the principled position of the whole 
international community, including the U.S. 
administration itself. The King rightly viewed the 
Congress’s negative and compromising decision 
as an untimely one that would undermine the 
final status talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Surely, after Israel agreed to discuss the final 
status of Jerusalem through negotiations with the 
Palestinians the matter is one for the two parties 
to agree upon, and certainly not the U.S. 
Congress. The Congress’s warped and biased 
decision on Jerusalem was not the first of its kind, 
though. The Arab side and the international com- 
munity faced similar resolutions on earlier occa- 
sions. These U.S. senators and congresspersons, 
it is all too obvious, have only one priority in 
mind: to be reelected even if at the expense of jus- . 
tice, if not common sense, and the long-term 
national interest of their country. Fortunately, 
whatever the representatives decide is not bind- 
ing on President Bill Clinton and his adminis- 
tration and therefore is devoid of real signifi- 
cance. 

Yet its ominous symbolism cannot go unno- 
ticed. By acting in this way at this critical junc- 
ture in the peace process, the Congress has in 
effect poured fuel on an already raging fire in the 
region. Its decision demonstrates utter disregard 
for everything that has been painstakingly 
achieved over the past five years. Before adopting 
their position, the honourable members should 
have thought of its implications, especially since 
most of them, it is presumed, are aware of the 
complexity and significance of the conflict over 
the Holy City. 

Should half of the population of Jerusalem be 
denied any recognition of their rights in a city 
that has been theirs for hundreds of years, we 
might ask the representatives, what standard of 
justice the congresspersons had in mind when 
they so callously interfered in the delicate future 
of Jerusalem? , 

It is now up to President Clinton to reassure the 
Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims that 
Washington is still committed to its principled 
position on Jerusalem and the various U.N. 
General Assembly and Security Council resolu- 
tions, which, inter alia, reject Israel’s claim on 
Jerusalem and declared all its actions aiming to 
usurp the rights of others in it as totally illegal. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i expressed hope that Syria's 
decision lo reopen its international borders with Iraq is 
not a tactical move but rather a determined attempt to 
end the differences between the two countries for good. 
Fahed Fanek said Syria closed the borders with Iraq in 
1980. when Iraq and Iran were involved in war. and it 
did that in support of Iran's position: it also stopped the 
flow of Iraqi oil through its territory to the 
Mediterranean to weaken Iraq and subsequently 
received free of charge Iranian oil as a reward. Now. 
after 17 years of break in relations and enmity, 
Damascus has decided to move closer to Iraq but, 
regrettably, it has announced that it will be only doing 
that within the framework of the U.N. resolution that 
allows Iraq' to purchase food and medicine in exchange 
of oil sales, noted the writer. By Lhts announcement 
Damascus has given a sign that it is keen on having a 
piece of cake. like other countries, benefiting from sup- 
plying Iraq with its needs of medicine and food and so 
the move was commercially motivated and nothing 
else. The writer said Damascus ought to realise that by 
amending its ties with Baghdad and restoring normal 
relations with Iraq it stands to gain a great deal because 
such a move will strengthen its hand in the face of 
Turkey and Israel, both of which have ambitious and 
hostile designs in the Arab World in general and Syria 
in particular. 


JIHAD MOMAN1. a writer for A1 Dustour, criticised 
the manifestation of affluence in Jordan which, he said, 
tends to adversely serve Jordan's appeal to the world 
for economic assistance. The writer said when foreign 
visitors and government leaders come to Jordan, they 
mainly see the fashionable districts of western Amm an 
and are seldom taken to the poor villages and the rural 
areas where the needy are concentrated. .Amman’s 
streets are crowded with very expensive cars, many of 
which are wrecked by reckless driving, mainly on the 
pan of the rich and the wealthy in Jordan who often 
outbid one another in showing off their richness 
through extravagant spending on food, cars, fashion- 
able houses and many other things, he pointed out. The 
writer said that wealthy families, consisting of two or 
three members, often build or live in villas of several 
rooms, with swimming pools and served by more than 
a domestic help, at a time when many govemorates 
lack sufficient water to drink. The writer said that such 
manifestations are conveyed by the visitors to their own 
countries' media and to foreign governments which 
often decide to reduce rather than increase their aid to 
Jordan. 


Arabs should reach consensus regarding 


common 


JORDAN LAST week celebrated the anniversary of the 
Great Arab Revolt, a landmark that changed life in our 
part of the Arab World, stemming from our yearning to 
end foreign tutelage and set our aspirations and visions as 
the basis for our fiiture. We in Jordan have lived true to 
the lofty principles of the Great Arab Revolt in the last 
eight decades and are determined to continue to do so. 

Of course the realities and circumstances have changed 
dramatically since the revolt, but the core objective of the 
Arab awakening that led to an uprising against foreign 


domination in our region has not changed And that is 
what we continue to fight- It is our destiny and fare, and 
we have to press ahead regardless of what others think. 

But it is indeed disturbing to witness a situation among 
us thai runs contrary to the very essence of Arab national 
interests, irrespective of whether someone respects the 
principles of the Great Arab Revolt or not. 

For decades, Jordan has been talking about the need for 
sincere and genuine Arab solidarity that serves common 
Arab interests and forms a shield against external threats 
and plots against the Arabs. The talk did not come out of 
a vacuum: it came from the total and complete acceptance 
of the age-old concept of the strength in unity. But what 
we have received in return had been deception and lip- 
service from some of our brethren in the Arab World. The 
dream of a cohesive Arab position has always remained 
distant If anything, petty differences among the Arabs 
actually distorted that dream and pushed it further away 
from realisation. 

Today, as we confront the dramatic sweep of political 
and economic developments in the region, we cannot but 


feel a sense of frustration over the wasted years and 
de ca d e s when we were naive to believe that the Jor d a nian 
vision of common Arab interests and a common Arab des- 
tiny was shared by all other Arabs. If the concept of Arab 
unity and solidarity against external threats were accept- 
ed and respected, then we would not be standing seem- 
ingly helpless today when an occupier dictates his terms 
on our fellow Arab Palestinian brothers. The best we have 
done so far is to threaten Israel that its interests of setting 
up ties with the Arab World would be undermined if it 
continued to reject the legitimate Arab, Palestinian and 
Muslim rights in Palestine. Of course, the process of nor- 
malisation with Israel has also been frozen by some coun- 
tries. But that should be no -consolation. Israel has lived 
without relations with the Arab World for so many 
decades now that it can wait for a few more years before 
the disunity among the Arabs grows to an extent that it 
can dust off its “divide and conquer” policy. 

Beyond that, however, is Israel's conviction, obviously 
supported by Arab behaviour, that the concept of a united 
Arab voice and stand is only on paper and heard at occa- 
sional Arab meetings but never followed up. Israel has no 
compelling reason to take serious notice of Arab warnings 
or appeals because it knows very well those warnings and 
appeals are not going to materialise into concrete action. 

Seen against that tight, all die ongoing efforts to con- 
vince Israel and die Palestinians to resume their stalled 
“final status” negotiations have to take into consideration 
Israeli concerns rather than Palestinian interests and 
rights. And that is why these efforts are completely mis- 
placed and give us all a sense of despair. 


But that should not be a reason for us to abandon hope 
for regaining the legitimate Muslim. Arab and Palestinian 
rights. We have to realise that giving up completely on the 
Palestinian cause is precisely the kind of development 
Israel is waiting for. The few signs coming out of Israel 
that, the Jewish state is willing to resume negotiations 
with .the Palestinians, albeit on its own terms, are the 
direct impact of an Israeli realisation that there is still 
some Arab support and understanding left for the 

Palestinians. , , 

The course forward is clear The Arabs have to get 
together again; if not all the Arab leaders, then the few 
who have a genuine interest in serving the Palestinian 
cause. It might take a Herculean effort to convene even a 
mini- Arab summit now to discuss the tate ot the Middle 
East peace process, but the effort has to be made and seen 
through. And that summit should rise above all petty 
inter-Arab differences and reach a point where it can be 
clearly decided what are the common Arab interests in the 
context of the Palestinian problem as\ well as the dead- 
locked Syrian-lsraeti and Lebanese- Israeli tracks. 

However, a decision is simply not enough; it has to be 
implemented and adhered to. This is the challenge facing 
all Arabs who profess keen interest in supporting the 
Arab, Muslim and Palestinian rights in the Arab- Israeli 
equation. The question is: Are they capable of realising 
and recognising the simple truth that it is their own squab- 
bling that has led to Israel's not only occupying Arab 
lands but also arrogantly telling the Arabs how they 
should behave and what they should do at the “peace" 
negotiations? 


Arab autocracy — ‘perpetual’ ? 


CAIRO — Algeria's vote on 
June 5 may do little more 
than legitimise the array- 
backed regime's control. Yet 
the election stands out in the 
Arab World, partly because 
of its rarity. Democracy’s 
advance, almost everywhere 
except the Middle East, 
makes the 22 members of 
the Arab League look ever 
more behind the times. No 
Arab head of state (except 
in Lebanon! has changed by 
democratic means for a gen- 
eration: the average tenure 
of an Arab leader is 22 


years. 

Not that Arab countries 
lack democratic institutions. . 
But their various parlia- 
ments and consultative 
councils are, with few 
exceptions, pretty toothless. 
In some countries, such as 
Saudi Arabia, rulers simply 
appoint the members of 
these bodies. In others, such 
as Syria, Egypt and Tunisia, 
the ruling parties crush the 
life out of the legal opposi- 


tion. Parliaments in 
Morocco, Jordan, Kuwait 
and Yemen offer a more plu- 
ralistic face, but even they 
operate under severe con- 
straint Defence and intelli- 
gence budgets, foreign poli- 
cy and perks for rulers are 
closed to debate. 

Most Arab countries hold 
elections. Yemem one of the 
poorest but also the most 
egalitarian, elected a new 
parliament in April. 
International observers 
were favourably impressed 
but, predictably, voters 
returned the ruling party to 
power with a bruising 
majority. ‘ ■ 

Egypt is 'a master at the an 
of electoral manipulation: 
when it sent observers to 
oversee last year’s 
Palestinian election, voters 
in Gaza joked that the win- 
ner was sure to be Egypt’s 
President Mubarak. Its elec- 
tion record, says a European 
Union observer, is “excep- 
tionally awful.” Twice in the 


past 15 years. Egyptian 
courts have forced dissolu- 
tion of parliament by ruling 
that election procedures 
were unconstitutional. After 
the latest election, in 
November 1995 (in which 
50 people were killed), los- 
ing candidates went to court 
to contest .the results in 
more than half the 444 
seats. Fraud, ballot-stuffing 
and voter intimidation have 
all been proved, but the 
People’s Assembly now 
says that, since its members 
enjoy parliamentary immu- 
nity. only it has the right to 
expel diem. 

•Not- surprisingly^ a-recent 
survey found 66 percent of 
Egyptians “uninterested” in 
politics. Turnout for munic- 
ipal council elections last 
month was less than 20 per 
cent — and pro-government 
candidates won 99.6- per - 
cent of the seats. Tunisia’s 
ruling party won a modest 
9S.5 per cent of seats at sim- 
ilar elections in 1995. 


Morocco’s score, at elec- 
tions on June 13. could be 
more seemly. 

Why has democracy failed 
in the Arab World? Several 
explanations are offered. 

• Arabs have some of the 
highest birth rates and low- 
est literacy rates in the 
world. The old generation 
clings to power for fear of 
being swamped. Low litera- 
cy is a barrier to political 
participation. 

• The stakes are high. Arab 

countries hold 60 per cent of 
the world's oil reserves, and 
their governments control 
this wealth. Giving up polit- 
ical .. powers means: rdin- . 
quisling economic power It 
is no coincidence that coun- 
tries without oil — 

Morocco, Jordan and 
Lebanon, for instance — 
have relatively stronger 
democratic institutions. 

• European colonialism 
endowed Arabs with an 
urban upper class culturally 
inclined to the West and out 


of touch with its own hinter- 
land. Democracy has not 
been in the interest of these 
people — nor, often, of their 
western allies. 

■ The Arab World has not, 
or not yet, had its version of 
the Reformation, which 
opened the way to western 
democracy. 

Until modem times, Islam 
provided the sole political 
framework in Arab soci- 
eties. By necessity, opposi- 
tion movements . adopted 
religious guise. When they 
won. as did the Wahabi sect 
that nowv dominates Saudi 
Arabia, they were called 
orthodox. When they lost, 
they were deemed heretics 
— nowadays, terrorists — 
and hounded to the margins 
of society. 

By leaning on Islam for 
legitimacy, say Arab secu- 
larists, governments auto- 
matically assume an anti- 
democratic bias. They 
become beholden to the idea 
that scripture, not experi- 


■“Jea^pr, Muammar Qadhafi, 
runs of the world's 
1 more peculiar “democra- 


cies,’’ argues that the term 
comes from Arabic, not 
Greek, roots: the words 
dama, meaning to remain, 
and kursi, a chair. In other 
words, perpetual occupation 
of the throne. 


The Economist 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


U.N. report condemns Israel’s practices, 


human rights violations 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


WRITERS FOR the daily 
press last week highlighted 
issues connected with the 
Middle East peace process. 
. Turkey’s invasion of Iraqi 
territory and domestic 
affairs. 

A writer for AI Aswaq 
commented on_the outcome 
of a visit to Jordan and the 
region by a U.N. fact-find- 
ing mission which has filed 
a report last week con- 
demning Israel’s atrocities 
and pointing out the numer- 
ous human rights violations 
committed against the 
Palestinians in Israeli-held 
Arab lands. 

Rashid Hassan quoted 
parts of the report as saying 
that the Israelis now detain 
S.000 Palestinians, up from 
3,300 before the signing of 
the Oslo deal, that Israel 
confiscated 93 per cent of 
the lands within the 
Jerusalem area so far and 
increased to 145.000 the 
number of Jewish settlers 
now living in the occupied 
Arab lands, up from 96.000 
before Oslo. 

The writer said the report 
clearly points out that since 
the Oslo accord, Israel has 
stepped up illegal measures 
against the Palestinians and 
increased the number of 
Jewish settlement pro- 
grammes in the Palestinian 
lands. 

Fakhri Kawar, a writer for 
Al Ra’L referred to another 
aspect of the U.N. fact- 
finding mission’s report 


which stated clearly that 
the Israeli authorities have 
injected 300 Palestinian 
children with the HIV 
virus, that develops into the 
killer disease AIDS, in a 
bid to annihilate the 
Palestinian nation. 

Apart from the illegal 
measures, human rights 
violations and other atroci- 
ties which Israel has been 
committing against the 
Palestinians, the report said 
that the HIV virus is one of 
the latest measures under- 
taken by the Israelis to dis- 
pose of the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the most bhrbaric 
manner ever witnessed in 
mankind’s history. 

Of course the Israelis 
have denied the U.N. 
report but observers who 
have been following up 
Israel’s practices over the 
past half a century believe 
this report because Israel's 
appalling behaviour 
throughout the past points 
to the evil nature of its peo- 
ple that drives them to 
commit, all kinds of evil 
deeds against humanity, the 
writer concluded. 

Taher Adwan. a writer for 
Al Dustour. attacked the 
United States for continu- 
ing to provide an umbrella 
for Israel's inhuman prac- 
tices and violations. 

Referring in particular to 
a recent U.N. General 
Assembly resolution 
demanding that Israel pay 
compensation to die U.N, 
and Lebanon for its air raid 
on a U.N. position in south- 
ern Lebanon, which killed 


105 Lebanese civilians, the 
writer said that the U.S. has 
exposed its inhuman face 
by opposing the U.N. reso- 
lution and by threatening 
Lebanon for its demanding 
compensation.- 

The writer said that this 
immoral and unethical 
American stand underlines 
the fact that Washington 
has never been neutral in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
that it continues to encour- 
age the Israelis to pursue 
their inhuman practices, to 
defy the word community’s 
resolutions and to pursue 
their drive to maintain their 
occupation of Arab lands. 

The writer said that the 
American decision only 
helped to further discredit 
the United States in the 
eyes of the Arab masses. 

A writer for Al Ra'i tack- 
led the question of agents 
who were in the practice of 
selling Arab 'lands in 
Palestine to Israeli organi- 
sations, saying that perhaps 
the spate of killings could 
mark the beginning of a 
new, secret war by the 
Palestinians against the 
Israeli occupation. 

Perhaps the Palestinians, 
seeing the closure of their 
regions continuing and wit- 
nessing stepped up Israeli 
atrocities against them, are 
resorting to this kind of 
war, said Mohammad 
Daoud. 

The writer said that per- 
haps the Palestinians are 
resorting to these actions as 
a new facet of the intifada 
which many Palestinians 


are calling for anew to 
force Israel to halt its atroc- 
ities against the 
Palestinians. 

At the same time, the liq- 
uidation of the agents, he 
added, could offer the 
Palestine authority a new 
trump card in its struggle 
against one of the most 
ferocious Israeli govern- 
ments to date. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
said that the Arabs, and 
especially the Palestinians, 
can never forget June 5, 
1967, when the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip fell to 
the Israelis. 

Thirty years have elapsed 
since the occupation of the 
Palestinian territories, 
causing increased pain to 
the Arab masses, but 
remembering this date with 
deep pain can never restore 
rights and lands, said 
Hazem Nuselbeh, who 
urged the Arabs to instil in 
the hearts of the youth, in 
schools and other institu- 
tions, the love for Palestine 
and the desire to struggle to 
regain Arabs rights there. 

What is required now 
from the Arabs, said the 
writer, is not mere feelings 
of sadness over the loss, but 
carrying out a general over- 
haul of their social, eco- 
nomic and political life and 
rising up in concert to close 
the military and other gaps 
separating them from Israel 
and its source of power, in 
order to confront this for- 
midable enemy and wrench 
their rights. 

Discussing the Turkish 


invasion of northern Iraq, a 
writer for Al Ra'i said that 
this unprecedented attack 
by Turkey on Iraq has 
exposed Ankara’s ambi- 
tious designs id the Arab 
World. 

It is true that the Turks 
might have achieved some 
gains by liquidating many 
of the Kurdish rebels, but 
Ankara has also lost a great 
deal in terms of its relations 
with the Arab and the 
Muslim World and created 
dip rifts within the Islamic 
World, said Mohammad 
Kharroub. 

.The writer said that the 
aggression, which came 
soon after the conclusion of 
a Tuikish-Israeli military 
alliance and the decision to 
hold Turkish-Israeli-U.S. 
military exercises, has 
damaged Ankara’s ties with 
the Arab World and created 
a new, explosive situation 
in the region. 

Saleh Qaliab, a writer for 
Al Dustour. described 
Turkey's aggression on 
Iraq, coupled with the 
Turkish military onslaught 
on the Islamists in Turkey, 
as an apostasy and a retreat 
from Islam. 

The writer said that the 
Turkish military's stand 
against the Islamic institu- 
tions in Turkey, their war 
On Muslim nations and 
their . open attack on 
Muslims raising the banner 

of jihad are considered as a 

war on the. Islamic faith. 

Referring to reports 
regarding action by the 
Jurkish military against the 


fie 

0 


ence. is the source of truth. 
“The role of thought is thus 
to explain and transmit, pro- 
ceeding from a belief in this 
truth, and not to search and 
question in order to arrive at 
new, conflicting truths,” 
writes a Syrian poet, known 
as Adonis. 

Arab liberals accuse mod- 
em Islam ists of threatening 
democracy by trying to shift 
the debare back’ to the nar- 
row ground of scripture. A 
greater danger may come 
from those long-enduring 
regimes which claim that 
their autocratic rule is 
already democratic. Libya’s 


Islamic schools teaching 
the Koran, the imams in the 
mosques and other Islamic 
facets as a war by infidels 
against Islam, requiring 
from all Muslims to rise 
against them. 

The writer said that 
Muslims everywhere have 
a duty to fight the apostate 
and prevent further attacks 
on Arabs and Muslims 
inside and outside Turkey. 

A writer for Al Ra’i 
demanded that the 
Jordanians support non- 
governmental organisations 
that are trying to protect the 
environment in Jordan. 

Protecting the environ- 
ment does not only involve 
prevention of pollution to 
air, water and soil, but also 
also seeking to protect the 
social environment and 
boosting the country's 
development programmes, 
said Ahamd Misleh. 

The writer said that the 
protection of the natural 
resources is closely con- 
nected with protection of 
die human society. It is nat- 
ural for non-govemmental 
and social institutions to 
nave a role in providing 
protection against pollution 
because it is the society 
which is [ 0 benefit from 
^ S^ns made in the 
social and economic fields, 
ne said, adding that Jordan 
tias perhaps succeeded in 
curtailing pollutants to the 
air and soil but so far only 
timid moves have been 
made to ensure the protec- 
tion of the social environ- 
ment 
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Crown Prince assured... 


King calls on Israel... 


Iraq blocks 3 more arms inspections 


(Continued from page lj 

expected to hand over the 
premiership to his coalition 
partner Tansu Ciller later 
this month, promised to 
continue support for Arab 
^ and Islamic rights and espe- 

r dally on the issue of 

Jerusalem and the legiti- 
mate struggle of the Pales- 
tinian people. 

Asked at a press confer- 
ence upon concluding the 
visit about whether Jor- 
dan's and Turkey’s posi- 
tions were different on the 
incursion, the Crown 
Prince said consultations 
and active engagement 
among friendly stares 
should continue even if 

there are differences. 

“We believe that Iraq’s 
unity, sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity are essential 
for developing interdepen- 
dence. or cooperation, in 
the region,” said the Crown 
Prince. “This is the mes- 
sage that I will be taking to 
the U.S„” added Prince 
Hassan who stressed the 
need to end the suffering of 
the Iraqi people and the 
Iraqi government’s compli- 
ance with U.N. resolutions. 

Asked at the press confer- 
ence whether he was play- 
ing a mediating role 
between Turkey and the 
Syrians, whom the Turks 
J accuse of supporting the 
PKK rebels, the Crown 
Prince said Jordan was not 
asked to intervene. “While 
His Majesty the King has 
good relations with Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad... and 
(the two leaders) conferred 
recently over the phone, the 


question of m^d j^rion was 
not ^ brought up either 
explicitly or implicitly.” 

While Prince Hassan did 
not disclose to the journal- 
ists the substance of the 
Turkish leaders’ b riefin g to 
him on the situation in 
northern Iraq, including 
setting a dale for withdraw- 
al, he nevertheless 
expressed hope that the 
operation would end soon. 

“The date of p ullin g out 
from Iraq depends on fin- 
ishing the job.” Secretary 
General of die Foreign 
Ministry Onur Oymer. told 
Jordanian jour nal in s 
accompanying the Crown 
Prince. “The territory that 
we’ve cleaned up is now 
being handed to the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party 
(KDP) which is led tty 
Masoud BarzanL" 

Mr. Oymer, who attended 
the talks on the Turkish 
side, revealed that “before 
the Gulf war Turkey and 
Iraq had agreements on 
curbing the activities of the 
PKK, which is said to be 
backed by the I ranians as 
well. 

“This time, however, the 
Iraqis declined to go into 
another agreement we 
offered them. They simply 
said that they could not take 
it because they did not have 
a military presence in the 
north,” he said. 

“Turkey, more than any 
other country, has advocat- 
ed the territorial integrity of 
Iraq. Otherwise there will, 
be an independent Kurdish 
state, which neither we nor 
anybody else want” 

In his press conference. 


Crown Prince Hassan was 
asked about Jordan’s views 
on lsraeli-Turirish military 
cooperation. 

He said: “I don’t know 
whether I would necessari- 
ly welcome a comment 
from Turkey on Jordanian- 
Israeli relations. Some of 
the rather more sinister 
speculation about some 
form of substantive cooper- 
ation among Jordan, Israel, 
Turkey, Egypt is mere spec- 
ulation. What you know in 
the public domain is what’s 
really there.” 

The Jordanian and Turk- 
ish leaders also discussed 
bilateral and regional coop- 
eration, whether in the eco- 
nomic or water Fields. 

“Specific joint projects 
were brought up and dis- 
cussed, and we hope that 
progress could be made 
soon on their implementa- 
tion,” said Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani, who 
accompanied the Crown 
Prince on his visit here. 
Prime Minister Erbakan 
had expressed Turkey’s 
desire to increase die vol- 
ume of trade between the 
two countries, saying that 
“out of S5.6 billion volume 
(of Turkish exports), Jordan 
imported only $80 million 
of Turkish goods. 

“We have to do better 
than that between two 
friendly states with much in 
common.” be said. 

The Crown Prince arrived 
In London on Thursday 
evening, en route to the 
U.S. where he will be meet- 
ing President Bill Clinton 
and senior administration 
officials. 


U.N. General Assembly... 


(Continued from page 1) 

Some 105 people died in 
the Israeli shelling of the 
U.N. compound at Cana in 
April last year, which 
according to a U.N. report 
was deliberate. Lebanese 
civilians were sheltering at 
the Cana camp during 
Israel’s “Grapes of Wrath” 
operation against Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah guerrillas 
in Lebanon. 

Israeli Charge D’affaires 
David Peleg insisted dial 
Hizbollah guerrillas operat- 
ing in the area should be 
blamed for the Israeli 
attack. 

“The terrorists and their 
patrons should be held fully 
accountable for such mis- 


deeds. Israel rejects this 
resolution in both letter and 
spirit and is bound by no 
legal and moral obligation 
to assume responsibility for 
reimbursing the amount” 
referred to in the resolution, 
Mr. Peleg said. 

UN. General Assembly 
resolutions are not legally 
binding, but cany moral 
and political weight. 

The General Assembly 
also voted on the specific 
paragraph stipulating that 
the damages “shall be 
borne by Israel.” Thar vote 
produced 66 in favour, the 
same two against, while 59 
abstained. 

Western diplomats noted 
that European countries 
such as Britain, France and 


Germany were making a 
political statement by 
abstaining on the contro- 
versial paragraph. 

Lebanese Ambassador 
Samir Mubarak hailed the 
adoption of Friday’s resolu- 
tion as “not a victory just 
for Lebanon, but a victory 
for the credibility of. the 
United Nations, interna- 
tional law and as well as die 
cause of international peace 
and security.” 

Lebanese government 
officials said Friday that 
hours before the vote, 
Lebanon rejected a U.S. 
proposal to remove the ref- 
erence to Israel’s responsi- 
bility for the Cana attack. 


Fears of new Israeli-Palestmian violence 


(Continued from page 1) 

police did not keep order, it 
would aa. 

“They fired live ammuni- 
tion in the air, teargas and 
rubber bullets at the 
crowd,” a witness told 
Reuters. He said Israeli sol- 
diers also beat demonstra- 
tors before Palestinian 
police stepped in to hold 
protesters back. 

Israeli military sources 
said soldiers and Palestin- 
ian police dispersed hun- 
dreds of rock-throwing 
demonstrators. 

An elderly Palestinian 
died at a protest tent on the 
site apparently from a heat 
attack, a doctor at the Khan 
Younis hospital said. He 
said he could not say if the 
man had been affected by 
the teargas. 

At the Gush Katif block 
of Jewish settlements in 
another part of the Strip, 
Palestinians stoned Israelis 
at a ceremony dedi catin g a 
memorial to an Israeli sol- 
dier killed in clashes in 
September, witnesses said. 

Khaled Abu Ha, a Pales- 
tinian officer, rold Reuters 
that during the clash a 
“young settler” fired his 
weapon randomly,, wound- 
ing two more Palestinians. 

“Jewish settlers fired 
towards rock-throwers. 
There were no casualties," 
the Israeli army said. 

Israeli military officials 
accused tire Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
of inciting clashes between 
protesters and Israeli 
troops. . 

Those rumblings of 
unrest coincided with 
increasing Palestinian frus- 
tration with the lack of 
progress made by an Egypt- 
ian effort to mediate a 
resumption of peace negoti- 


ations with Israel after a 
three-month break. 

Egyptian envoy Osama 
A1 Baz met separately 
Thursday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, but 
returned to Cairo without 
having brought the. two 
sides together. 

Top Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat told AFP on 
Friday it was too early to 
declare the Egyptian effort 
a failure, but said Mr. Baz’s 
shuttle had “collided with 
Israeli intransigence.” 

Palestinian information 
minister, Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of purposefully 
foiling the Egyptian initia- 
tive in a bid ro allow the 
Americans to take over and 
pressure the Palestinians to 
make concessions. 

“Mr. Netanyahu has 
closed the door to the 
Egyptian initiative. The 
Israelis, with American 
support, are manoeuvring 
to make the Egyptian effort 
fail,” said Abed Rabbo. 

Only Mr- Netanyahu, 
whose decision to start 
work on a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem in March 
plunged Middle East peace- 
making into crisis, seemed 
confident the impasse could 
be broken. 

“I am convinced that 
within a short time we will 
overcome all the obstacles 
and resume the peace 
process with our Palestin- 
ian neighbours in order to 
accelerate the talks on a 
permanent peace settle- 
ment,” be said in a speech 
on Thursday. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
spoke in northern Israel 
after meeting Egypt’s 
envoy Mr. A1 Baz in Tel 


Aviv, has proposed moving 
immediately into so-called 
final-status talks that would 
tackle issues such as Jewish 
settlements and the future 
of Jemsalem. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak launched his ini- 
tiative after three missions 
by U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
failed to bring the two sides 
back to the negotiating 
table. 

With a void on the diplo- 
matic front, the top Israeli 
military liaison with the 
Palestinians, General 
Yaakov Or, accused the 
PNA of attempting to stoke 
“mini-crises” to pressure 
Israel on the ground 

Gen. Or contacted Pales- 
tinian officials this week 
and warned them that “kind 
of behaviour will lead to 
violence,” his spokesman 
Shlomo Dior told AFP. 

“The Palestinians are 
using anything as an excuse 
to provoke incidents and 
create a tense atmosphere. 
This is in connection to 
their political moves,” Ml 
D rorsaid 

“But once you stan ten- 
sion yon never know where 
it wiD end,” he said 

Israel has warned of a 
harsh response if there is a 
repeat of riots which erupt- 
ed last September when 
Palestinian street protests 
turned into fire fights 
between Israeli soldiers and 
armed Palestinian police. 

A total of 71 Palestinians 
and 15 Israeli soldiers died 
in that fighting. The Israeli 
army has threatened to send 
tanks to take control of self- 
mle areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza if fighting esca- 
lates again. 


(Continued from page!) 

and legislative spheres. 
“During the past few 
decades, we in Jordan 
have made great strides at 
all levels of life, whether 
political economic, social 
or legislative,” the King 
said 

Reviewing Jordan’s 
efforts to adjust to (he new 
changes and to achieve 
self-reliance. King Hus- 
sein said “Our economic 
restructuring programme 
is a manifestation of eco- 
nomic adaptability and 
our willingness to achieve 
the highest possible 
degree of self-reliance 
with a well-balanced, 
flexible and competitive 
environment to ensure a 
smooth transition to high- 
er levels of economic 
activity.” 

Referring to Jordan’s 
achievements in the area 
of human rights. King 
Hussein said Jordan had 
ratified six of the main 
seven conventions con- 
cerning human rights, the 
latest of which was the 
convention on the mini- 
mum age for work. 

Also on Friday, King 
Hussein met with the ILO 
Director General Michel 
Hansenne and discussed 
with him scopes of bilat- 
eral cooperation in the 
fields of labour. King 


Hussein and Mr. 
Hansenne emphasised the 
need to adhere to the 
international conventions 
organising work and work 
conditions, particularly 
those related to the 
employment of children 
and women, and people 
with special needs. 

The issues of poverty 
and unemployment also 
came under discussion 
during the meeting which 
was ‘ attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noon 

King Hussein also met 
with President of the 
International Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU) Bill Jordan and 
other labour union lead- 
ers, as well as a group of 
graduates from Queen 
Victoria, who are taking 
part in the 85th ILO con- 
ference. 

The meetings were also 
attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, 
RoyaJ Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh, ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, planning, 
industry, trade and supply 
and Jordan's representa- 
tive to the Geneva based 
U.N. office. 


(Continued from page 1) 

on Thursday. armed 
Iraqis at a road check- 
point informed the team 
that they were not 
allowed to enter a “sensi- 
tive” area. 

The inspectors aban- 
doned the mission and 
attempted to travel to 
another facility, where 
they were stopped for the 
same reason. Mr. Duelfer 
said. 

Another similar inci- 
dent occurred on Tues- 
day, he added, without 
giving further details. 

“When the Iraqis were 
told that such actions 
were in violation of U.N. 
resolutions, they said 
they had instructions 
from Tareq Aziz,” the 
Iraqi deputy prime minis- 
ter, another UNSCOM 
official said. 

Iraqi Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon denied that the 
Iraqi actions signalled a 
toughened stance by 
Baghdad. 

It’s a provocation by 
the commission, which is 
pushing harder," he said. 
noting that Mr. Ekeus 
was due to be replaced at 
the end of the month after 
Six years as UNSCOM 
chief. 

Mr. Hamdoon said the 
commission had “no 
need to inspect these 


presidential sites which 
nad already been visited 
twice before." 

Mr. Duelfer said that 
the commission was 
"pushing hard because 
we have to push hard. If 
there wasn r so much 
resistance we wouldn't 
have to push hard.” 

The latest incidents 
come as the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council is discussing a 
reaction to Iraqi interfer- 
ence with four U.N. heli- 
copters monitoring mili- 
tary sites in Baghdad last 
week. 

UNSCOM officials 
appear concerned that the 
latest challenges to the 
U.N. inspectors signal a 
pattern of violations sim- 
ilar to a series of stand- 
offs last year. 

In last week's incidents, 
Iraqi officials on board 
U.N. helicopters forced 
the four missions to abort 
by manhandling Lhe crew, 
according to Mr. Ekeus. 

Iraq says that the heli- 
copters violated Iraqi 
sovereignty by overfly- 
ing sensitive “presiden- 
tial sites" which Iraq has 
declared out of bounds to 
the U.N. monitors. 

But the United Nations 
insists on immediate, 
unconditional and total 
access for its inspectors. 

Mr. Ekeus informed the 
council that the Iraqis 


appeared to be acting on 
“a deliberate decision to 
hinder” or even render 
ineffective the U.N, heli- 
copter operations. 

Chilean-supplied heli- 
copters cany out aerial 
surveillance to ensure 
that documents or equip- 
ment are nor removed as 
the U.N. inspectors enter 
suspect Iraqi sites. 

UNSCOM is monitor- 
ing Iraqi compliance with 
U.N. disarmament reso- 
lutions governing sanc- 
tions which were 
imposed following the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. UNSCOM must 
certify that Iraq has 
destroyed all its chemi- 
cal, biological and long- 
range missiles before a 
crippling oil embargo can 
be lifted. 

The latest incidents also 
come two weeks before 
Mr. Ekeus, a Swedish 
national, is replaced on 
July 1 as UNSCOM 
chairman by Australian 
Ambassador to the Unit- 
ed Nations Richard But- 
ler. an eminent arms con- 
trol expert. 


First Jordanian satire, Abed Rabbo, folds... 


Arab World 

condemns 

Congress 

(Continued from page 1) 

shown themselves to be 
tools of the Jewish lobby 
who defend its interests 
more than the true and vital 
interests of the American 
people,” it added. 

“It should lead Arab sup- 
porters of die peace 
process, especially in the 
PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) leadership, 
to. -stop' running behind a 
fantasy 1 of peace and the 
return of our rights through 
negotiations,” it said. 

The House of Represen- 
tatives on Tuesday passed 
by a vote of 406-17 a non- 
binding resolution recog- 
nising Jerusalem as the 
“united capital” of Israel 
and set aside $100 million 
to move the U.S. embassy 
there from Tel Aviv. The 
resolution will now go to 
the Senate. 

The administration of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
opposes the measure, say- 
ing it could hurt the peace 
process between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

The United States, like 
most of the world, has 
never recognised Israel’s 
annexation in 1967 of east 
Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians want as the 
capital of an independent 
state. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said that the vote 
in the U.S. Congress threat- 
ens to further unravel the 
peace process. 

The decision “is unwise 
particularly when it comes 
at a time when the peace 
process faces a crisis,” Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as 
saying Thursday by 
Egypt's Middle Eak News 
Agency. 

Mr. Mubarak made his 
remarks during a news con- 
ference late Thursday with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafz in the seaside 
Libyan town of Tobruq, 
where he arrived Thursday. 

Syria on Friday con- 
demned the resolution 
passed by the U.S. House 
of Representatives saying 
it endangered the already 
fragile peace process in the 
region. *This resolution 
shows how lightly the 
legitimate rights of the 
Arabs are taken and puts 
the peace process in dan- 
ger,” said A1 Baath, the 
newspaper of Syria’s ruling 
Baath party. It said the non- 
binding resolution adopted 
Tuesday was “the worst 
form of racism because it 
demonstrates a deep hostil- 
ity to the Arabs as human 
beings.” It would also 
“encourage Israel to pursue 
its policy of aggression 
and expansion and to reject 
a just peace in the region," 
AI Baath wrote. 


(Continued from page 1) 

before the courts — one 
is a personal suit brought 
by a government official, 
another from a parlia- 
mentarian and finally, one 
from a citizen who filed a 
suit after Abed Rabbo 
published a “sentence 
that was perceived ‘o be 
anti-religious in sf ili- 
ment.” 

Mr. Ghishan denies, 
however, that Abed 
Rabbo has exceeded pub- 
lic mores or has slandered 
officials or citizens. 

“We don’t get involved 
in moral issues,” he said 


during an interview with 
the Jordan Times. “We 
write satire about public 
figures — satire cannot 
be considered slander.” 

“Satire is simply to 
laugh at the misery of the 
world as we know it,” he 
said, "as long as we ore 
unable to deal with such 
misery save through 
laughter — it’s the first 
spark against the taboos 
established by authority. 
It removes the halo from 
authority. whether 

through cartoons or 
words.” 

“I believe that Jordani- 
ans understood (Abed 


Rabbo)." he said. "It was 
the government, particu- 
larly this government, 
that couldn't^bear it,” he 
said. 

Abed Rabbo circulates 
approximately 20,000 
copies weekly in Jordan 
and an undisclosed num- 
ber in countries abroad, 
including UAE. Lebanon. 
Oman. Greece, Egypt and 
the United States. It 
employs a staff of 15. and 
a number of writers and 
journalists contribute to 
the paper on a freelance 
basis. 

In its final salute to the 
government, today's edi- 


torial declares that Abed 
Rabbo "could not be a 
false witness to a martial 
democracy, which is 
worse than the old dicta- 
torships: the latter did not 
kill in the name of the 
homeland or rape democ- 
racy in the name of 
democracy or murder jus- 
tice with the sword of jus- 
tice. 

“The blood of the slain 
Jordanian. Abed Rabbo. 
is upon you ... can the 
slain mock his slayer? 

“Yes. and he who does 
not believe that should 
have a look at Abed 
Rabbo.” 
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Prices of summer fruit some vegetables likely to rise 

Farmers have chance to diversify output, improve quality, Lawzi says 


By Samir Ghawi 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Under the cli- 
mate of price liberalisation. 

Jordanian farmers have the 
incentive and the 
opportunity to secure high- 
er income by improving the 
quality of their produce. 

Agricultural Marketing 

Organisation (AMO) 

Director General Salem 
Lawzi told the Jordan 
Times. 


Dr. Lawzi explained that 
the retailers were the main 
beneficiaries under the 

price fixing method which 
was abolished last month, 
as their profitability margin 
was high. 

"Retailers have the 

motive now to offer dis- 
counts when their sales are 
low, whereas it would not 
have made a difference if 


the products were dumped, 
in the past, if it could not be 
sold the same day,” Dr. 
Lawzi pointed out. 

In addition to improving 
quality, the agricultural 
expert indicated, the price 
liberalisation system would 
encourage farmers to intro- 
duce new products to the 
local market as well as to 
export markets. He men- 
tioned crops, such as the 
asparagus, broccoli, and 
some types of green pepper 


required by European mar- 
kets, noting that the Jordan 
Valley is the “natural 
greenhouse of the world” 
as it enjoys a unique cli- 
mate in the winter season. 

Dr. Lawzi highlighted the 
importance of good quality 
produce by pointing out 
that Jordan exports 
between 6.000 and 7,000 
tonnes of fresh vegetables 
each year. 

“This amount represents 
only two per cent of our 


Exemptions from customs, income tax 
total JD360m for 300 projects in ‘96, ’97 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to rhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Around 
250 projects have bene- 
fited from the invest- 
ment promotion law as 
they were exempted 
from custom and income 
tax totalling JD300 mil- 
lion in 1996 last year, 
Elias Farraj, deputy 
director of the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corpo- 
ration. said Friday. 

Mr. Farraj added that 
around 50 projects have 
also ben efitted from the 
law in the first few 
months of 1997 with 
customs exemptions 
totalling JD60 million. 

He told the Jordan 
Times that projects that 
have benefited from 


this law w'ere mainly in 
the sectors of industry, 
agriculture, hotels, hos- 
pitals and maritime 
transportation and rail- 
ways. 

The law. which was 
modified and imple- 
mented from last year 
and which gives cus- 
toms and income tax 
exemptions, is aimed at 
encouraging domestic 
and foreign investments 
in Jordan. 

According to the law. 
no customs duties are 
levied on all fixed assets 
of the project for three 
years and only 15 per 
cent duty is levied on 
spare parts. 

The income tax 
exemptions were divid- 
ed into three categories: 


Areas overcrowded with 
factories were Classi- 
fied “A'* and were 
assigned 25 per cent 
exemption of the total 
amount levied as tax 
income. 

Income tax exemption 
of 50 per cent was given 
to Category “B" which 
includes areas that are 
less crowded and a 70 
per cent exemption was 
allowed for category 
“C" which covers all 
other areas. 

Industry. Trade and 
Supply Minister Hani 
Mu lid said last week 
that, in cooperation with 
Ministry of Finance, his 
ministry is working to 
finalise a list of raw 
material and industrial 
inputs that will be given 


Jordanians advised to select right products, 
adopt proper strategies to boost exports 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan needs 
to identify the products 
which have a selling 
potential on foreign mar- 
kets, and should adopt 
proper marketing strate- 
gies if the Kingdom wants 
to boost its exports. U.S. 
and Jordanian business- 
men agreed on Thursday. 

Instead of dispersing 
resources trying to export 
to industrialist countries 
goods which have poor 
chances to be competitive 
with those countries’ local 
products, Jordanians 
should focus on marketing 
typical and unique prod- 
ucts. 

The Dead Sea salts and 
all cosmetic, therapeutic 


derivative products, car- 
pets, together with other 
traditional handicrafts, as 
well as Arabic food, could 
have the lion's share in the 
Kingdom’s exports 

abroad, said Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA) Manag- 
ing Director Khalira Abu 
Rahmeh. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times at the end of a 
roundtable between JTA 
representatives and a 10- 
member visiting delega- 
tion from the U.S. Nation- 
al Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. Abu Rahmeh said the 
two parties discussed ways 
and means to boost trade 
ties. 

They also stressed the 
need for Jordanian produc- 
ers to select distribution 
companies in the LT.S., he 


said, in order to effectively 
market the Kingdom's 
products overseas. 

“It js impprtant to identi- 
fy the proper channels for 
marketing. That means 
finding the proper distrib- 
utors and agents," he said. 

The meeting, which Mr. 
Abu Rahmeh described as 
“fruitful and successful," 
constituted a follow-up to 
the contacts made on the 
occasion of the Jordanian 
products" exhibition held 
in the U.S. in February 
1996 

Central Bank statistics 
show that there is much 
room for improvement in 
the trade volume between 
the two countries: In 1996, 
Jordanian-U.S. trade vol- 
ume was approximately 
one fourth of Jordanian- 


European trade volume. 

In 1996, Jordanian 
exports to the U.S. totalled 
JDI 3.7 million, while the 
Kingdom's exports fo the 
EU in the same year 
neared JD87 million. 

Domestic exports to the 
U.S. were JDI 4.7 million 
in 1995, and JDS.9 million 
and JD7.2 million in 1994 
and 1993, respectively. 

As for Jordan's imports 
from the U.S. in 1996, 
they amounted to JD295 
million, while the King- 
dom's imports from the 
EU totalled JD963.6 mil- 
lion. 

The Kingdom’s imports 
from the U.S. were 
JD240.5 million in 1995. 
JD232.5 million in 1994 
million in 1993. 
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total exports, but it pro- 
vides us with eight per cent 
of the income from agricul- 
tural exports.’’ he indicated. 

As such, the benefit the 
price liberalisation would 
bring “is the opportunity to 
intensify the investments to 
increase the output and 
diverfity the produce need- 
ed in European markets ” 

The AMO chief also 
stressed the post-harvest 
activities as being of high 
importance. He listed the 


packing, grading, precool- 
ing and storing as being 
elements of the marketing 
process that ensure 
increased sales and higher 
income. 

“The flotation of prices 
should incite the Jordanian 
farmers to respond to the 
requirements of local and 
outside markets. 5 ' he 
stressed. 

“As for the volume of 
expons, it depends largely 
on the investments that will 


be made in order to pro- 
duce the types required by 
European markets during 
the winter season.” he 
explained. 

Dr. Lawzi concluded the 
interview by advising the 
public in advance that 
prices of summer fruits and 
some vegetables will be 
rising this season above the 
average in previous years- 
due to the frost and low 
temperatures during the 
month of April. 


gradual exemption from 
customs as a first step 
towards a complete 
exemption for produc- 
tion inputs. 

Dr. Mulki, who was 
addressing a group of 
Jordanian exporters last 
week, said that the min- 
istry is working on 
increasing custom 

exemptions for foreign 
investors to encourage 
them to invest in the 
Kingdom. 

Arabic dailies said that 
new custom exemptions 
will be announced this 
week for industrialists 
to encourage domestic 
industry. No details 
were immediately avail- 
able on the size of this 
exemption. 
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US Dollar 

■ 

1.7160 

0.6116 

1-4375 

111.16 

1.3868 

1689.70 

14295 

54005 


DE Mark 

0.5828 

■ 

00561 

0.8370 

64.79 

04078 

984.56 

1.1244 

34807 


GB Sterling 

1.6350 

2.8070 

- 

2.3501 

181.68 

22674 

2764.01 

3.1559 

9.4885 


CH Franc 

0.6957 

119.33 

0.4250 

- 

77.31 

0.9644 

117545 

13440 

4.0360 


JP Yen 

0.0090 

1.5421 

0.5496 

1.2922 

- 

14470 

1541 

17349 

54192 


CA Dollar 

0.7211 
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m/AFL 

HV/AFL 

1.25 

- 
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8N/AFL 

m/AFLT 
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0.0006 

ini 40 

0.3611 

0.0849 

1523.93 

04195 

- 

1141 

34295 
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0.5183 

88.91 

0.3166 

7446 

57-53 

0.7183 

875.79 

- 

3.0062 


FR Franc 

0.1724 

0.2956 
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24.7464 
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04388 
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■ USD 

. JOO 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

,KUW. 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 


US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

3.7503 

04770 

3.6398 

04021 

3.6726 

153640 

34895 


Jordan Dinar 

14124 

- 

54970 

04325 

5.1410 

0426k 

5.1873 

216949 

4.7874 


GB Sterlling 

04666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

047 

0.0805 

048 

40947 

04038 


Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

14781 

9.9483 

- 

9.66 

0.8012 

9.74 

407449 

84911 


Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1945 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0830 

141 

422.00 

0.9312 


Kuwait Dinar 

34107 

24440 

124162 

14481 

12.05 

- 

12.18 

508545 

04312 


Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1928 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0822 

- 

418.23 

0.3229 


Lebanese/1000 

045 

04609 

24416 

04454 

24697 

0.1966 

24910 

- 

24067 


Egyptian 

04950 

04089 

1.1065 

0.1112 

1.0739 

0.0891 

1.0835 

453.17 

- 


1 











Energy 




Mid-East Currencies 




Otis 

- Last 



Currency 

USD : 

□EM 

GBP 

/CHF- 

4PY 


Brent 

1745 

1745 


SARiyal 

04666 

04577 

0.16309 

048344 

29.6534 


W.Texa 

1640 

1840 


AE Dirham 

04723 

046744 

0.16654 

049154 

30481 


Bonny 

1745 

1745 


KW Dinar 

34107 

548505 

24247 

4.7619 

368.189 


Dubai 

1645 

1648 


BH Dinar 

04770 

4.55373 

1.62232 

341388 

294.985 


UL Gas 

19040 

19040 


CY Pi 

ound 

1.9492 

34442 

1.1911 

24001 

216.606 

- 



1 










Energy 




* JOD Cross Rates 



: .Commodity. 




Currency-/' 

.Buy,; 

.CSelL, 


" Coffee (c/1 bs) - 

216 

Spot 


US Dollar 

-0.708' 

0.710 


Cocoa ($/ton) 

1455 

Spot 


GB Sterlling 

1.1587 

1.1645 


Sugar ($/ton) 

■328 

Spot 


DE Mark 

04127 

04148 


Wheat (S/ton) 

1504 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04923 

04948 


Soya (c/Ibs) 

22.7 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1221 

0.1227 


Tea (stg/kg) 

150 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0.635 

04382 


Barley (S/bsh) 

0 


Spot 


NL Guilder 

04671 

04689 


Rice (S/ton) 

480 

Spot 


rTUra 

0.4182 

04203 


1 

i i i n 

Source: Central Bank of Jordan 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Start of a 
request 
5 Ait 

10 Turkish title 

14 Concluding 
response 

15 Gaze 

t6 Appealed 

17 Radio, TV, etc. 

19 Aura 

20 Senator Specter 
of PA 

21 Whiskey 

22 Gambler 

23 Renin of a kind 

25 Entertainer 
Matthew — 

26 Great shark 
movie 

28 “Cradle of 
Liberty” 

31 Attention 

32 Marked down 

34 Boatman 

36 Part of the 
Rockies 

40 Groom: var. 

41 Right — 
(accurate) 

42 Heir 

44 " — My Hands” 
(old song) 

46 Sicilian mount 

47 Football team 

49 — Gras 

51 More mature 

52 — Guevara 

54 “Sing — of 

sixpence...” 

57 Author Hunter 

58 Extraordinary 

60 Social flop 

61 Was concerned 

62 Berne's river 

63 Clumsy boats 

64 Swap 

65 Wales lake or 
pool 

DOWN 

1 Family member 

2 River of Asia 

3 1872 national 
first 

4 Space info 
moons 

5 Doctrine 


i 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


To - 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




18 






22 

19 




20 





■ 

21 



■ 






23 



24 



25 






26 

27 



■ 

28 

_ 

29 

30 



■ 

31 



32 




33 


■ 

37 

34 




35 


Ilia 

36 







■ 





38 

39 

Bs 

tar 






41“ 






42 

43 


■ 

44 




45 


■ 

46 




47 

— 


46 


■ 


49 


50 



■ 

■ 

51 





52 

53 


| 

54 



55 

56 

57 




' 

1 

58 




59 





— 

60 




61 . 





1 

62~ 




63 



— 

— 

64 


__ 



65*~ 





6 Sound system 

7 Lord’s spouse 

8 Great Lake 

9 Beverage 

10 Plant pest 

11 — Park of 25D 

12 Capital of 25D 

13 Idolizer 

18 OH neighbor 
22 Charitable ones 

24 G. Gershwin 

rival 

25 The Treasure 
State 

26 Task 

27 Cuckoo 

29 Goal. 

30 China “truth” 

33 Missive 

35 Water creature 

37 Dream 
phenomenon 

38 Card game 

39 Alfonso’s queen 

42 Evening song 

43 “ — Twist” 

45 Foretold 


[a 

S 

T 

A 

L 

0 

u 

T 

F 

1 

F 

T 

|A 

L 

T 

H 


m 



■ 

E 

V 


R 

1 

S 

0 


6 

s 

P 

L 


T 

A 

■ 

T 


C 

N 

s 

i 



D 

E 

E 

D 


B 

A 

R 

R 


A 

T 

1 

O 

"n 

G 

Me 

O 

o 

■ 


A 

L 

L 




1 u[nTa] 


•48 Sells 
50 Aries 

52 Scorch 

53 Consort of Zeus 
55 Not any 


56 Singer 
Campb e |} 

58 Out of each 
hundred: abbr. 

59 Pindaric 


horoscope 
forecast 

FOR SATURDAY, 
JUNE 14, 1997 

By Thomas 5. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righrer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Focus your 
attention on business mat- 
ters today, and be sure 
you know what superiors 
expect from you. Think 
before you speak or act 
thereby you won't get 
into a difficult situation 
which you could regret. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) A new project 
requires much more 
investigation today before 
you tackle it, as someone 
involved may be deliber- 
ately trying to confuse 
you Later this evening 
will be good for proceed- 
ing with a plan of action 
for your success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 j Double-check 
your bills and payments 
today to make sure they 
are correct Be more 
understanding of your 
mate’s moods tonight and 
thereby make your resi- 
dence a more harmonious 
spot to be at this time. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) If any 
contracts are pending a 
this time, try to put them 
off for a few days. Try not 
to be so short-sighted 
about ramifications and 
proceed with your plan of 
action so that you can be 
quite successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you take more time 
to schedule your daily 
activities today, you will 
find that everything goes 
smoothly. You should hot 
allow an acquaintance to 
get your dander up or you 
could find yourself in a 
difficult situation. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t take 
any foolish risks today, or 
you could lose a. bundle. 
If your mate asks you to 
do a difficult chore, 
acquiesce cheerfully .so 
jyou don’t; create a 
=ult situation which 
you could regret. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If you 
walk in on a disagreement 
at your home don’t let 
anyone involve you until 
you know the whole 
story. Check the safety of 
your property so that you 
don’t get into a difficult 
situation which can be 
avoided 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Be care- 
ful that you don’t give a 
fellow business associate 
the wrong impression or 
you could regret the situa- 
tion. Your financial situa- 
tion will soon change for 
the better, so be patient 
and what you anticipated 
to oc cur w ill. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Be sure that any new 
projects you have in mind 
today will not backfire. 
Listen to your mate's 
opinions, as he or she has 
some good ideas which 
could be beneficial to 
your career activities and 
bring about much si 
cess. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
careful about taking any 
unsolicited advice from a 
friend today, as this per- 
son is not filled in com- 
pletely on your situation. 
Later this evening will be 
good for seeking fellow 
associates for advice with 
career activities. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) You 
niay not understand the 
actions of your mate 
roday, ■ however you 
should not be too quick to 
criticise until you have a 
chance to check out the 
facts. This evening you 
can go to a romantic spot 
with your mate. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Stick to a plan 
you have made concern. 
,n g a personal goal today, 
as changing boats in mid- 
stream is never beneficial 
to anyone involved. Laier 
this evening will be a 
good time fen- recreational 
activities with close 
friends. 

Birthstone of j uae: 
Pearl — Moon Stone 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 14, 1997 


Jordanian, Qatari businessmen 
agree on joint ventures in tourism 
and pharmaceutical industry 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Qatari businessmen have 
agreed to launch joint ven- 
tures in Amman and Doha 
in a bid to strengthen rela- 
tions between the private 
sectors in the two countries. 

The agreement followed 
talks _ between a visiting 
Qatari trade delegation 
headed by Sbeikb Abdullah 
Ben Ahmad AI Thani, 
chairman of Qatar’s Cham- 
ber of Trade and Industry, 
and Jordanian business- 
men. The two sides focused 
on launching investments in 
medicine and tourism sec- 
tors. 

During meetings with his 
Jordanian counterparts. 
Sheikh Abdullah suggested 
the establishment of a joint 
businessmen council that 
would help executives from 
the two countries to explore 
investment opportunities in 
Jordan and Qatar. 


Sheikh Abdullah indicat- 
ed that the Qatari business- 
men’s visit to Amman was 
initiated bv Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ben Khalifah Al 
Thani to strengthen eco- 
nomic ties with the King- 
dom and to explore areas of 
cooperation between the 
two sides, especially the 
tourism sector. 

The Qatari initiative fol- 
lowed a visit by Jordanian 
Premier Abdul Saiam 
Majali to Doha last month, 
where he met with senior 
Qatari officials and the 
business community in the 
Gulf emirate. 

Dr. Majali. who was 
accompanied by Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Minister Mohammed Saleh 
Hourani, discussed as well 
exporting Qatari gas 
through the Kingdom’s 
southern port of Aqaba. 

Samir Deeb. head of Al 
Shaab for Trade and Indus- 
try Group and a member of 
the Qatari delegation, said 


that among the joint pro- 
jects under implementation 
in Qatar is a S5 million 
pharmaceutical factory 
which has 40 per cent Jor- 
danian capital. 

Mr. Deeb added that con- 
structing an SS million 
tourist village in Jordan is 
under consideration noting 
that spending is expected to 
reach S50 million in the 
final stages. 

He said that more tourist 
projects will be established 
in the Dead Sea, Aqaba and 
Urn Qais areas. 

Official figures shows 
that trade volume between 
the two countries reached 
JD24.5 million in 1996 
compared with JD 15.5 mil- 
lion in the previous year. 
The balance of trade was 
JD11.7 million in 1996 in 
favour of Jordan compared 
with JD4.6 million in 1995, 
also in the Kingdom’s 
favour. 


Trading at AFM drops 73.5% 


AMMAN f J.T.j — Lack of 
foreign interest led to a 
73.5 per cent decline in the 
volume of trade at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) last week. 

Brokers ai the AFM said 
that foreign investors and 
large local investment 
funds were still waiting for 
share prices to go doivn. 

The AFM registered 
JD4.9 million worth of 
trade through 2.708 con- 
tracts and closed at a price 
index of 159.47 points in 
comparison to last week’s 


volume of JD18.5 million 
and a 160.34 price index. 

The average daily trade 
went down from JD3.7 
million to JD 1,2 million. 

On a sectoral level, 
industry took 52.7 per cent 
of the AFM pie with a 
JD2.6 million volume of 
trade traded through 903 
contracts. The price index 
closed at 1 28.08 points. 

The banking sector regis- 
tered a 194.84 point index 
with JD1.76 million worth 
of trade through 681 con- 
tracts. 


The services sector fol- 
lowed with the index ris- 
ing to 1 12.48 points as 261 
contracts were executed 
involving JD0.56 million 
worth of traded shares. 

The insurance sector's 
index declined again this 
week to 113 as JD1 4,000 
worth of shares were trad- 
ed in 17 contracts. 

After comparing the 
share prices of 98 compa- 
nies, those of 30 compa- 
nies increased, 23 held 
steady and 45 declined. 


ING Barings proposes holding 
' major conference in New York 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Wahib 
Shair. director general of 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM). has received a 
proposal from ING Barings 
to convene a promotional 
event in New York to pro- 
mote Jordan and particular- 
ly the Kingdom's stock 
market. 

This proposal comes 
within the framework of 
maintainin g the momentum 
of a very active capital 
investment in Jordanian 
shares that has been taking 


place recently with foreign 
funds and institutional 
investors being the major 
players. 

ING Barings attributes 
the inflow of capital into 
the Jordaman securities 
market to two major events 
which were promoted by 
the AFM and which trig- 
gered the interest of their 
institutional clients. 

The first event was the 
recent visit by a delegation 
representing 10 prominent 
pension funds and portfolio 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 

SiASBHieGG^A I 


managers to Jordan last 
April and the second 
important event was the 
Jordan- LIBS investment 

conference held in London 
in May. The events aimed 
at introducing international 
equity investors to invest- 
ment opportunities in Jor- 
dan and specifically its cap- 
ital market 

Moreover, the proposed 
New York event which 
institutional clients from 
across the USA will be 
invited to attend, will give 
Jordan an excellent expo- 
sure to global equity 
investors and to introduce 
itself as an investment hub 
of the region capable of 
attracting foreign capital 
and enhancing its overall 
investment dimaie. 



“Some of my coworkers are so childish, 
my boss was busted for violating 
child labor laws.” 


AMMJkM FIHAMCIAL MMUKZS 
HOUSING UII com* AMOK - S8HZISASZ 
aunom *07i7i / *o?i7§ 

ORGANIZED MUH TRADING ACTIVITY HR CSX PERIOD 107/06/1997 - U/06/1997) 


USt C0MFAK HAKE 


HO. OP NO. OP 
CONTRACT SBMZt 


GBSIM CHANGE AVERAGE TUIlHOVEft VO. OP 
mcr MARKET SHARES TRADING 

PRICE DAYS 


?c:.ooe 

255.000 UM UU 

11.7 

1.57 

31 

1420 

3(30*5 

255.50 

254.50 

254.00 

254.00 - 

1.50 

255. cas 

.012 

2.240 

1.790 jdr.matscmal u. 

- 

0.00 

252 

153950 

318074 

7.04 

2.15 

2.01 

2.04 - 

.02 

2.4(4 

.347 

2.500 

5.000 CAIRO AMMAN BANS 

11.4 

2.73 

4 

9375 

5155* 

5.50 

5.50 

5.50 

5.50 

- 

5.(99 

.094 

2.179 

2.970 SANK OP JORDAN 

C-7 

0.00 

13 

30880 

84284 

3.10 

3.19 

3.09 

3.19 - 

.09 

3.11B 

.294 

1.100 

.950 KID. EAST XKV.K. 

<3.1 

0.00 

42 

28850 

28952 

.94 

.98 

.9* 

.94 

- 

.970 

• 199 

1.120 

2.180 INDGS7XIAL DEV.BX. 

8.4 

7.49 

4 

2400 

3181 

2.28 

2.78 

7.27 

7.77 - 

.a: 

7.77? 

.Oil 

S.104 

4.770 m HOUSING RX. 

14. < 

A 

52 

14171 

79574 

4. >7 

3.00 

4.90 

4.90 - 

.07 

4.971 

.045 

2.980 

2. COO JOR. KUWAIT BANE 

11.4 

0.00 

99 

188284 

589585 

2.9B 

3.25 

3.03 

3.23 * 

.22 

3.115 

1.89 3 

.430 

.780 JOR. GOLF &AKX 

5.0 

8.33 

SO 

1435 74 

1327(4 

.80 

.84 

.BO 

■ 84 ♦ 

.0* 

.812 

.819 

2. COO 

3. CM ARAB JOR.1KV.BK. 

17.8 

0.00 

2 

3300 

19110 

1.40 

3.70 

3.CO 

3.70 . 

-to 

3.»oc 

.053 

3.850 

3.(10 JOR. ISLAMIC BANE 

14.9 

3.29 

28 

787* 

28835 

3.73 

3.71 

3.43 

1.C5 - 

.00 

3. *41 

■ 034 

1.250 

1.140 OHIO* BX.SAV.IHV. 

99.1 

0.00 

27 

>400 

10(00 

1.19 

J.l* 

1.12 

1.13 - 

.Ok 

1.178 

.085 

3.280 

3.140 jok. nrv.rm.BAKE 

20.2 

0.00 

13 

2135 

9077 

3.14 

1.19 

3.08 

3.15 * 

.01 

3.09) 

.029 

1.400 

1.000 EXIT. AL— MAX, (BEXTXX) 

.7 

13.74 

51 

18200 

19545 

1.31 

1.20 

2.04 

1.09 - 

.1? 

1.074 

.910 

1.130 

1.090 PiTZLADEL.rBY.BS. 

- 

0.00 

10 

8500 

9357 

1.12 

1.11 

1.09 

1.10 - 

.07 

I. 101 

.085 


17M5H INDEX 


2.150 JORDAN INSURANCE 

1. too juk rszaca xnsor. 
1.850 YARMOOK ZKSQR. 
2.200 Hour ZAND TRSUR. 
1.820 ARAB LITE IB SCR. 

2. CC0 UL-O-AHm INSUR. 
5. COO AIN1SR A!,- ARAB I 



JOB. HOTEL TOURISM 
JR»ZD ELECTRICITY 
BIKES MINERALS 
VRCLS. OWNERS FED. 
ARAB m.MORU 
KAIL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN INTL.XRAD. 
ALHA'X 
AD- DO STOUR 
KID. EAST MOTELS 
ARAB XNTL.X1fV.EDOC 
SARKA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 
i UNION LAND DEV. 



DORXlfG THE LAST 

COMPANY MAMS 

. 

P/X 

DIV 

No. OF No. or 

VALUE 

OPZWINC HIGH 

LOW 

CLOSING CHANGE 

AVERAGE 

TURNOVER 

NO. OF 

3 WEEKS 





CONTRACT SHAMES 

TRADED 

PRICE 


PRICE 

MARKET 

SHARES 

TRADING 

HIGH LOW 





EXECUTED 

JD 




PRICE 


MTS 


.400 

.380 CENTRAL GEM. STORAGE 

_ 

0.00 

4 

1900 

<85 

.39 

.38 

.35 

j7 - 

.02 

.1(1 

.058 . 

.530 

.450 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.* 

0.00 

79 

171900 

8S24S 

.48 

.51 

.48 


.03 

.49* 

4.093 

.550 

.470 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

- 

0.00 

91 

283950 

150**1 

.52 

.54 

.52 

.52 

- 

.530 

2.B4D 

.710 

.((0 UNION IHV. SOX 

- 

0.00 

47 

122394 

22**0 

.<a 

.(9 

.48 

.(8 

- 

.184 

.556 

.710 

.*30 AL-DAWLIXAH 75* 

*2.4 

0.00 

39 

23*01 

9438 

.*8 

.(* 

.(5 

• 6S “ 

.03 

.400 

.1*9 

.830 

.750 AL-5HARQ I MV. 75* 

281.7 

0.00 

32 

90417 

5135* 

.82 

.82 

.80 

.80 - 

.02 

.5*8 

1.005 

.5(0 

.530 ARAB FOOD * MED. 

- 

0.00 

« 

930 

474 

.5* 

.54 

.54 

.54 

- 

.539 

.025 

-470 

.430 ARAB 1WTL. fi/V.TRD- 

49.5 ‘ 

0.00 

IS 

10950 

4709 

.43 

.43 

.43 

.43 

- 

.410 

.219 

.250 

.230 JOR. IRDS. HATCH- JEHCO 

- 

0.00 

25 

*1900 

9858 

.23 

.24 

.23 

■ 2# * 

.01 

.235 

2.4*5 

.500 

.470 NATL. TEXTILE 

- 

0.00 

3 

410 

190 

.47 

.47 

.4* * 


- 

.4(3 

.01* 

.550 

.530 NAYXAX DIES 4 MOOLDS 

- 

0.0Q 

4 

7*1 

39* 

.53 


.52 . 

.52 - 

.01 

.520 

.051 

. (50 

.CIO MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

- 

0.00 

3 

518 

201 

.*4 

.(4 

.44 


- 

. 3BB 

.005 

.730 

.710 JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 

C.7C 

34 

314*8 

21259 

.74 

.74 

.73 

.74 

- 

.740 

.210 

.510 

.500 ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

- 

0.00 

10 

11*17 

570* 

.51 

.50 

.50 

.50 - 

.01 

.500 

.190 

.900 

.9(0 ONION TOBACCO 75* 

- 

0.00 

38 

19518 

12881 

.19 

.94 

.88 

.90 * 

.01 

.€60 

.190 

.*10 

.570 RAZI PHARM. 85* 

- 

0.00 

15 

18476 

B078 

.59 

.59 

.58 

.58 - 

.01 

.437 

.185 

.430 

.410 INDS. EMC. 

25.9 

0.00 

11 

20050 

8421 

.42 

.42 

.42 

.42 

- 

.420 

■ 28* 

.930 

.790 INDS. CBtAMIC 

21.8 

0.00 

a 

1*2* 

1178 

.82 

.83 

.92 

• 81 * 

.01 

.827 

.03* 

.350 

.350 I. TEXTILE HAMUF. 

- 

0.00 

l 

150 

50 

.35 

.33 

■ 33 

.33 - 

.02 

.133 

.00* 

.570 

.570 PEARL SAM. p. CG8TV. 

- 

0.00 

3 

114 

(5 

.57 

.57 

• 57 

.57 

- 

.570 

.001 

.710 

.*30 NATL. POULTRY 

- 

0.00 

4 

5000 

3395 

.(9 

.48 

.*7 

.*B - 

.01 

.679 

.050 

.950 

.900 READY MIX CONCRETE 

31.2 

0.00 

4 

1500 

1419 

.94 

.9* 

.93 

.91 - 

.01 

.94k 

.050 

.890 

.830 RAX . ALUMINIUM- 75* 

115.5 

0.00 

39 

321(C 

1852* 

.85 

.84 

.87 

. B3 - 

.02 

.57* 

.2(8 

.(80 

.*<0 MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.3 

14.93 

42 

44150 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . Ph4?5l2 F 7 0 n^^^ • 




Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO BRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank, 
i Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



CFCW1 HOT- 




WIiat Car Do You 
Wish To Drive 
TodAy ? 

OjaUtY is PAST of OUR 

SpEcUl Services 


TeL 0*2-6) 858X745 

Fk. (962-5) HSS8T6 
F. 0. Boot : 7M Annan 1 1 18 Jcnkn 




SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdoJl 
to Airport ond Back 


Special Reduced Fares at 
500 Fils For Airport Staff 
and our frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch OB-51 531 
Abdaii Branch 653313 


k 


“ Om & Two Bc&iwms * Fn fly 

.Equipped Kitchenettes * Da2y k 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


’ OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
* SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 7561 B0 
Radio & tv station RD. 


12 FOR 
REiNT 


kr.jxc* Vsilrts 


A p pa nmi'ni*; 
I <n Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 8 6 423 0 
Fax. 864231 
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[ The Water Iniprovcr| 






nni!i tta dtrattyand a Aiga^ 
bntfniaBJavtaftante 
• Reprint; bo anirgy ns dm- 
Jab wm parti, Rtri bn 

maintenance 

Hat iSoavric JotafeU, nd 

agi IlrUiu a 


TEL 899363 681279 1 

PAX 693369 g 


TO ^ 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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NBA fines Rodman $50,000 Tax probe against Steffi Graf dropped 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Dennis Rodman was fined a 
record $50,000 Thursday 
for an obscene insult of the 
Mormon communiry in 
Utah during the National 
Basketball Association 
finals this week. 

The fine is the largest in 
National Basketball 

Association history, but 
NBA Commissioner David 
Stem stopped short of sus- 
pending Rodman for the 
remainder of the finals. 

The Chicago Bulls are one 
victory away from winning 
the championship series 
against the Utah Jazz, with 
Game Six scheduled for 
Friday night in Chicago. 

“I have indicated in previ- 
ous actions that insensitive 
or derogatory comments 
involving race or other clas- 
sifications are unacceptable 
in the NBA," Stem said in a 
statement. 

'Dennis Rodman's com- 
ments were exactly the kind 
of offensive remarks that 
cannot be tolerated or 
excused,” he added. 

Rodman, who has had a 
poor finals, blamed “asshole 
Mormons” for his dismal 
performance in Game 3 last 
Friday, the first finals game 
ever in Utah. Some 70 per 
cent of the western state’s 
residents belong to the 
Mormon Church. 

The Mormon Church in 
Utah made no formal com- 
plaint, and on Monday 
Rodman refused to apolo- 
gise. 

But by Thursday, nation- 
wide criticism from the 
Anti-defamation League 
and the National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured 
People had stung the NBA 
into action, and he was 
more contrite. 

“As far as religion, it's not 
about trying to put down 
anybody’s religion... I apol- 
ogise for that,” Rodman 
said at foe team’s Deerfield, 
Illinois, practice facility. 
“They (NBA) .have n0 rea- 
son, no business to even get 
involved. Like I said, I apol- 
ogise for the religion." 

Bulls coach Phil Jackson 


A r * ; . 




Dennis Rodman 

believes the flamboyant for- 
ward, famous for his multi- 
coloured hair, tattoos and 
cross-dressing publicity 
stunts, did not intend to dis- 
parage the Mormon reli- 
gion. 

“To Dennis, a Mormon 
may be just a nickname for 
people from Utah," Jackson 
said. “I don’t know what 
Dennis even associates with 
it." 


The fine doubles foe pre- 
vious largest fine of 
$25,000, levied on three 
occasions, most recently 
against New Jersey Nets 
coach John Cali pari this 
season for racially insensi- 
tive remarks toward 
Mexican, sports writer, Dan 
Garcia. 

If the Bulls win on Friday 
to claim their fifth title in 
seven years, it will be foe 


last game of a troubled sea- 
son for Rodman. 

He drew three suspen- 
sions that cost him 14 
games and over SI.2 million 
in fines and lost salary. 

The biggest suspension 
was an 11 -game ban 
Rodman received for lock- 
ing a courtside cameraman 
during a game at 
Minneapolis on January 
15th. 








Immigration to 


wmm 


WITH JOY CONSULTANTS 




We help you immigrate to Canada, our 
Consulting Fee is US$ 5.000.00 plus Government 
and Landing Fee You may avoid to pay all those 
fees, and have yonr application processed 

FREE 

Please write or fax ns, and provide your name, 
address, telephone and fax number, so we can 
send you all the details. 

| P.O.Box 437* Montreal, Quebec, Canada H4Z 1J7 
Tel: ( 514 ) 8768865 Fax: ( 514 ) 8768867 
E Mail : Joyconsu @ total, net 


Career 


Jordan Medical Supplies & Services Co . 
lias the following vacancies 


■* Jordanian Nationality. 

- University Degree and / or Secretarial Institute 
Graduate. 

- 6-8 years of experience ( Beginners to abstain) 

- Excellent typing skills in English and Arabic . 
Knowledge of computers and fluency in English 
Language are a must . 


- Jordanian Nationality. 

- Secretarial Institute Graduate. 

- 3-5 years of experience ( Beginners to abstain) 

- Excellent typing skills in English and Arabic, 
Knowledge of computers and English Language 
are a must . 

Applicants are required ro send their C.V within a week to : 
The Administrative Manager , P.0 Box 140415, 
Amman US 14, Jordan or Fax # : 5537556. 

S3 PHILIPS 


Terrier Puppies For Sale 

Three terriers for sale of one 
month old.- two females and 
one male. 

If interested please call 079- 43253 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Villa 
(Furnished or Unfurnished). 
Location: Sweifieh. 

For more information please, call 
Mr. Naser - 

Tel. 5522486, 079/32810 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HDR8CH 


ANOTHER STRAW 
Both vulnerable. South deals. negativec 


WEST 
A 8 42 
U Q 109 
OJ973 
*E64 


NORTH 
*JS 
0762 
Q Q 64 
4> J9532 

EAST 
*73 
O J 84 3 
0 108 

*AQI087 

SOUTH 

* A K Q 10 9 6 
OAKS 
0AK52 

* Void 


NORTH EAST 

K PlM 

3* Paw 

3* Pass 

4* Past 

50 pan 

Pan Pan 


Opening lead: Four of * 

Don’t be satisfied with the first 


negatives. When South made two 
cue- bids, one above game, North 
finally gave in and showed a card in 
diamonds. South needed no further 
encouragement to bid a nlmw 
West led a club, ruffed in the 
dosed band Obviously, the elam is 
cold if diamonds break 3-3, but the 
probabilities favored a 4-2 division. 
Declarer found a way to improve 
the odda if East held two diamonds 
and no more than two trumps. 

At trick two declarer cashed a 
high trump, followed by the ting 
and queen of diamonds. Then came 
a diamond from the table. Had East 
followed, declarer would have had 
to hope the suit divided evenly and 

S oe up with the nee. As the cards 
y. East bad a choice of losing 
options. 

If East trumps, the defender is 
ruffing ‘on air* since declarer will 
follow with a losing diamond. When 
East cannot remove dummy’s last 
trump, declarer will win any 
return, cash the high diamond to 
discard a heart from the board as 


line (hat leaps at you the moment Host discards, then ruff a bean and 


dummy hits the table. Take a sec- 
ond and third look at your com- 
bined assets and gee if there isn't 
another ebanee as well. 

South's two dubs was artificial 
and forcing and North's two dia- 
monds and three clubs were both 


lose no heart trick. And if East 
doesn't ruff, declarer's high dia- 
mond will win and the fourth dia- 
mond is ruffed with the jack of 
trumps. A bean will then bo declar- 
er's only loser, 


CINEMA 




TEL634I44 


MANNHEIM (AP) —A tax 
evasion investigation 

against tennis star Steffi 
Graf has been officially 
dropped, the chief investi- 
gator for the case told a 
Mannh eim radio station 
Thursday. 

Chief District Attorney 
Hubert Jobski said Graf, 
formerly foe world’s top- 
ranked player, has agreed to 


Graf 

determined 
to return 


pay $ 760,000 to foe state 
and to charitable causes. 

There has never been any 
strong evidence of wrong- 
doing by Graf. 

But Jobski said “if we 
agree to a dismissal against 
payment, it does not mean 
we believe those involved 
are innocent." 

The news came just two 
days after Graf underwent a 


career-threatening operation 

for a knee injury in a Vienna 

private clinic. 

The investigation grew 
out of father Peter Graf's 
Jan. 27 conviction of evad- 
ing $7.3 million in taxes on 

his daughter's earnings 

from I9S9-1993, and 
attempting to evade paying 
another $1.8 million. 

The presiding judge at the 


trial. Joachim Plass, had 
recommended the investiga- 
tion of Steffi Graf be 
dropped, saying there was . 
no evidence she had player* 
“an active part” in the tax 
evasion. 

But Jobski said at the time 
the probe of the tennis star 
would only be put on hold. 

Peter Graf is appealing his 
Jan. 27 conviction. 


soon 


BONN (AFP) — German 
tennis queen Steffi Graf is 
determined to return to 
action as soon as possible, 
despite a catalogue of injury 
problems which have forced 
her out of Wimbledon, her 
surgeon said Thursday. 

Graf is undergoing phys- 
iotherapy at an Austrian 
clinic after a knee operation 
which will sideline her until 
the end of foe year, but foe 
surgeon who operated on 
her on Tuesday said she 
wanted “at all costs to play 
again. 

“She can do it, but she 
will have to be very hard on 
herself and show a great 
deal of self-discipline and 
strength." said Dr. Re inhart 
Weinstabl, quoted by foe 
Sid news agency. 

Weinstabl. who on 
Wednesday dismissed 
rumours that Graf was con- 
sidering retirement, con- 
firmed the 27-year-old 
German star would be 
attending the Willy Dungl 
clinic in Gars Am Kamp. 
60km northwest of the 
Austrian capital for further 
treatment. 

Graf, who slipped to third 
in foe WTA Tour .rankings • 
after losing in the' French 
Open quarter-finals last 
week, was forced to have 
the operation as her kneecap 
was irritating a tendon. 

Earlier in the season, she 
was out of action for over 
three months with another 
knee injury. 

Graf said on Wednesday 
she hoped to be back “in 
four to six months." 



Steffi Graf 


Johnson may run in Athens after all 


MONACO (R) — Michael Johnson and other injured 
American athletes may be allowed to defend their titles 
at foe World Championships despite missing the U.S. 
trials, foe International Amateur Athletic Federation 
said on Thursday. 

“The IAAF could consider the possibility of giving 
them a wild card or invitation," said foe governing 
body’s spokesman Giorgio ReinerL 

“The IAAF does not want to get involved in the poli- 
tics of foe selection process of the U.S. Federation," 
Reineri said. 

“But given the hypothesis, it could consider the cases 
of Johnson and other athletes if foe U.S. decides to ask 
foe IAAF for something special in extraordinary cir- 


cumstances because they could not take part in the tri- 
als not for capricious reasons but real physical prob- 
lems." 

. Only athletes who finish in foe top three at the U.S. 
Championships are eligible for foe American team, 
according to their selection rules. 

The executive committee of USA Track and Field 
said it might ask foe IAAF for wild-card entries for ■ 
Johnson and other injured American world champions 
like Dec athlete Dan O'Brien and sprinter Gwen 
Torrence at the Athens Championships in August. 


a \ Williams opts for hard route 


A time IS LIMITED ! 

9i DIRECTORY CLOSING SOON! 


MAKE SURE YOUR BUSINESS HAS AH 
Aw ENTRY IN THE IORDAN YELLOW PAGES 


POTTMIDfni R 



Reaches most offices, com- 
panies and hotels in Jordan. 
Available for home use in Safe- 
way, AhBa AbeHa,C-Town and 
bookshops. 

Found Across Jordan Through 
The Jordan Distribution Agency 


YOUR BUSINESS DESERVES TO BE THERE ! 


\ Call 


Now 689669/693631 


CINEMA 


TEU634144 


CINEMA 


^ in Wimbledon warm-UD 

A r 

r\ LONDON CR) American prodigy Venus Williams has 

A for * e main draw of nexi week’s 

* 2™*?. warmup event in Eastbourne, preferring to 

Sk test herself in qualifying. 

r\ tiPahpfd'Uf^ 5 wamed extra grass-court prac- 

LA tree ahead of her Wimbledon debut the folio wine week, 

A organisers of foe Eastbourne tournament sffido^uSv 

% M50 W ^ 16 ' yearold • P"« in * 

^ SesroS * She Wi " nCed towintto 

^ Eastbourne tournament has attracted one of th?* 

■l en - tries In lts ^story with World No Monica 

Seles returning to defend her tide. “ ° 

» \ Her rivals will include new Frpnrh ■ r... 

n San , chez and last 

' y C ^ Mai 7 Joe Fernandez of the United States 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA TEL:677420 ' 

, CONCORD 

COSCORD "1» 

Tom Cruise... in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD *> 2 " 

Michael Jordan, in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


PHILADELPHIA ■"!' 

Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn 
& Bene Midler ... in 

THE FIRST 
WIVES CLUB 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA » 

BALTO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 


DANTE’S PEAK 


Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 

ANGUS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 
6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Uabii & Hiaham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The actors are 
on annual leave 
The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Brazilian soccer stars Ronaldo (L) and Romario fool around during a training 
session at the Santa Cruz stadium on the eve of their inaugural Co pa America 
match. Brazil face Costa Rica tomorrow in their first round match for the South 
American soccer championship title (Reuters photo) 


Ivanisevic, Sampras through at Queen’s 


LONDON (R) — Goran 
Ivanisevic brushed aside 
the challenge of Britain’s 
Martin Lee at Queen’s Club 
on Thursday and then pri- 
vately focused his sights on 
the Wimbledon title he so 
covets. 

The third-seeded Croat 
left-hander blitzed world 
No. 500 Lee on an overcast 
centre court 6-1 7-5 to 
reach the last eight of the 
S700.000 London grass- 
court championships, 
showing the composure 
often lacking in his previ- 
ous bids id capture the top 
prize at Wimbledon. 

Top seed Pete Sampras 
had an even easier route to 
the quarter-finals when his 
opponent. New Zealand’s 
Brett Steven, withdrew suf- 
fering from a stomach bug 
and handed the world num- 
ber one a third-round 
walkover. 

Sampras now meets 
Swede Jonas Bjorkraan, 
who ousted Frenchman 
Stephane Simian 6-4 7-5. 

British fourth seed Tim 


Henman was sent spinning 
out of the tournament by 
world number 105 Jens 
Knippschiid. 

The peroxide-haired Ger- 
man thumped Henman 7-6 
6-3, then said: ‘This is my 
best career win ever” 

British hopes are not 
totally dashed, however. 

Greg Rusedski, seeded 
16, swept to a 6-3 6-2 vic- 
tory over Australian Scott 
Draper, who dispatched 
second seed Michael Chang 
in Wednesday's second- 
round match. 

He now meets French 
Open semifinalist Pat 
Rafter, who came from a 
set down to beat former 
world number one Jim 
Courier 4-6 6-3 6-3. 

Knippschiid will be hop- 
ing to follow up his best- 
ever victory with a win 
over huge-serving Mark 
Philippoussis in the quar- 
ters. 

The Australian sixth seed 
came through safely against 
Zimbabwean Byron .Black 
6-3 6-3. 


An all -French affair saw 
Jerome Golmard squeeze 
past Jean-Phiiippe Fleurian 
2-6 6-1 64 and his reward 
is a quarter-final clash with 
Ivanisevic. 

The Croat is looking the 
most dangerous in the field 
here, though. 

He came to London nine 
days ago — the earliest he 
has ever arrived in Britain 
to prepare for Wimbledon 
— and thinks this ploy has 
been a success. 

T got here early, played a 
Little fooiball and funned 
around a little... and now 
my mood is good," said the 
Croat whose biggest enemy 
has often been his own tem- 
perament 

"For Wimbledon you 
have to be mentally right to 
stay there for two weeks on 
grass is very tough. 

“But I am not going to say 
anything about my chances 
at Wimbledon because in 
the past I have said too 
much about it and it has nor 
come true." 




Berasategui to meet Kuerten 


BOLOGNA (R) — Top 
seed Alberto Berasategui 
won through to the quarter 
finals of the S328.000 
Bologna International 
men’s clay-court tennis 
tournament on Thursday, 
and now meets French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten. 

Berasategui. ranked 14 
in the world, beat fellow 
Spaniard Albert Portas 6-2 
6-3. 

Kuerten, now world No. 
15 after being catapulted 
up from 66 by his French 


victory, removed another 
Spaniard, qualifier Jacobo 
Diaz, 6-4 6-2. 

The 20-vear old Brazil- 
ian, who is seeded eight 
here, clocked up his I4th 
consecutive victory. 

Earlier Italian Andrea 
Gaudenzi had battled for 
two hours and 20 minutes 
to secure his quarter-final 
berth against Franco Squil- 
lari of Argentina 4-6 6-4 7- 
6. Squillari conceded the 
match only on the 16th 
point of a third set tie- 
break. 


In another Spain-Brazil 
duel, second-seeded Felix 
Mantilla, ranked 16, was 
driven to three sets by Fer- 
nando Meligeni, ranked 
75. before closing the 
match 6-7 7-5 6-2. 

Mantilla now faces 
Ecuador’s Nicolas Lapent- 
ti while Gaudenzi takes on 
sixth seed Karim Alarm of 
Morocco. Fellow Moroc- 
can Hicham Arazi, seeded 
five, will play Italian 
Marzio Martelli. 


Jordan’s 182-member delegation 
to Pan-Arab Games announced 

121 athletes to represent Kingdom in 13 events 


By Aleen Bannayan 
and Mufeed Hassouneb 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's dele- 
gation to the 8th Pan-Arab Gaines 

has been downsized with the 
announcement Friday of the 182- 
strong delegation which will take 
part in the July 12-27 event in 
Beirut. Lebanon. 

Ministry of Culture and Youth 
Secretary-General Touqan Obeidat 
and the chief of the technical com- 
mittee at the Jordan Olympic Com- 
mittee (JOC) Sari Hamdan 
announced at a joint press confer- 
ence that Jordan’s athletes will be 
competing in 13 of the 20 events at 
the Games. The organisers will 
Monday receive the final list of 89 
men and 32 women athletes and 61 
team managers, coaches and offi- 
cials. 

The latest announcement cuts 
down the number of athletes and 
referees in some games and 
excludes four sports as Jordan had 
previously announced it would be 
competing in 17 events. 

The preliminary list of the 257- 
meraber delegation had included 
130 men and 37 women athletes, 
64 officials and coaches, and 26 
referees. 

Twenty events have been set for 
the Games excluding handball, 
gymnastics, body building, hockey, 
diving and water polo for technical 
and financial reasons. 

Jordan dropped participation in 
fencing, cycling, tennis and volley- 
ball, and the entry form now 
includes participation in athletics, 
basketball, karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, boxing, 
equestrian, soccer, weightlifting, 
judo, freestyle and Greco-Roman 
wrestling, and shooting. Other 
events at the Games include golf, 
yachting and kick-boxing. 

Basketball will be the. only team 
sport Jordan’s women will take 
part in. Individual sports are athlet- 
ics, swimming, taekwondo, eques- 
trian and table tennis. 

JOC officials said participation in 
the largest gathering of Arab youth 
since the event was last held in 
Syria in 1992 would cost around 
JD 92.000. 


In order to cut down on cost, each 
ream will arrive in Beirut one day 
prior to its event and leave follow- 
ing the end of their respective com- 
petitions. Each federation will also 
pay 40 per cent of expenses 
incuned by the Ministry of Youth. 

Obeidat and Hamdan stressed 
that the technical evaluation of 
teams took into consideration tak- 
ing pan with a sizeable delegation 
Lhar would best represent the King- 
dom. “Federations were asked to 
name the most promising athletes 
and teams with a chance of attain- 
ing at least halfway standings in 
their respective sports." Hamdan 
said. 

Officials also noted the impor- 
tance of taking part in the Pan- 
Arab Games which have only been 
held seven times since 1953. 

Hamdan said an evaluation team 
from the JOC had been in constant 
contact with participating sports 
federations and had 24 meetings to 
evaluate their teams’ preparedness. 

The delay in finalising the dele- 
gation upto one month before the 
event, and the uncertainty sur- 
rounding the athletes and games 
Jordan is slated to take pan in has 
been criticised by sports officials 
citing it as a main point hindering 
serious preparation and displaying 
a lax attitude towards the biggest 
Arab sports gathering in years'. 

Jordan had finished 9th overall in 
the Iasi Pan-Arab Games in 1992 
with 1 gold. 6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals.” 

Hosts Syria topped the medals 
table with 48 points. 31 silver. 37 
bronze followed by Egypt and 
Algeria. 

The event was due to be held last 
year but was postponed after the 
Israeli bombardment of southern 
Lebanon. 

The eleven countries which have 
so far confirmed participation are: 
Syria, the United Arab Emirates, 
Iraq, Egypt. Saudi Arabia. Qatar, 
Oman, Sudan, Lebanon. Yemen 
and Jordan. 

Lebanese officials last month 
announced that work was still 
underway on facilities including 
the main stadium where the open- 
ing ceremony will be held Venues 
include facilities in Beirut. Tripoli, 


Beqaa. Qafra. Sidon, Ein Sa’ada. 
and Jounieh. 

Lebanese sports officials last 
month announced that the main 
sports city cost S72 million adding 
that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait had 
helped in financing the project 
while pledges from other .Arab 
countries had not been received 
yet. 

Jordan received preliminary 
approval to host the 9th Pan- Arab 
Games in 1999 following a meet- 
ing of ministers of youth from 
Egypt, Syria. Lebanon. Jordan and 
officials from the Arab League and 
the Arab Sports Federation held on 
the sidelines of the visit of the min- 
isterial committee of the Council of 
Arab Ministers of Sports to inspect 
Lebanon's preparations for the 
Games. 

Then Jordanian Minister of 
Youth Mohammad Daoudieh noted 
that hosting the Arab Games will 
be a privilege for Jordan, ll will 
also te a great chance for serious 
preparations for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics and an opportunity for 
the Kingdom to improve its exist- 
ing sports facilities. 

The Pan- Arab Games were held 
in Alexandria 1953. Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961. Cairo i 965. 
Damascus 1976. Morocco 1985 
and Damascus 1992. 


Jordan delegation to the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games is as follows: 

• Official delegation 1 5): Sari 
Hamdan head of delegation 

• Medical delegation (7) 

• Media delegation (4 ) 

The numbers for the 13 sports 
teams are made up of players 
coaches and referees for each 
sport. 

Following are the players names 
as announced by their respective 
federations: 

■ Soccer (29): Yousef Ammouri. 
Ra’fat Ali. Mulaz Risheh. lsam 
Mahmoud. Mohammad Abu 
Daoud. Abdullah Abu Zameh'. 
Munir Hantash, Bassam Khaiih, 
Faisal Ibrahim, Ahmad Abu 
Nasouh, Adrian Awad. Amjad 


Tuber, JuTar Hummad, Hassounch 
Sheikh, Jamal Abu Abed, Jiryo 
Tadros. Subhi Suleiman. Hussein 
Shanayneh. Walid Abdul Rahman, 
Jihad Abdul Munc’m. Abdullah Al 
Shiyyab. and Badrun A] Shuqran. 

• Taekwondo (20): ShuJi Abu 
Taleb, .Ali .Asmar, Racd Amer, 
Daoud Malar, Moamnud Abulru.v. 
Mohammad Fanujah. Hussein 
Tahleh, Ibrahim Kama). Zuha Tal- 
houni. Luma Haddad. Alissar 
Matar, Ah lam Bina Nancy Hindi. 
Lana Fleild. Fatiniah Mahmoud, 
and As mu Daoud. 

• Karate (9): Adel Sham il. Shudi 
Najjar. Mohammad Tadros. Fa’cq 
Ja’l'ari, Luay Abu Sh.irihj, N.ie’l 
Oweimer. and Amccd MjmhrI. 

• Judo (6): Rami Dusouqi. 
Osama Rushed, Mousa Khulaf. and 
Abdullah Abbudi. 

■ Table tennis t7): Abdul Aziz 
Rida, Mustafa Rida. .Adrian Oti. 
Ay man Mknui. Alia Tul'aha. Two 
more players, Hiuiadi Tul'aha and 
Lina Wajda law i might also make 
the team depending on the number 
of competing countries. 

• Wrestling i5): Fahed Nolal. 
Abdul Hakim Abu Suninch. and 
Rashdan Nadu. 

• Athletics (IS): Fnkhrcddin 
Fuad, Firas Malkawi. Tareq Najjar. 
Amal Matari and Nadu Knwar, The 
rest of the players w ill be named 
following the athletics qualifiers. 

• Weightlifting (?): Ahmad 
Aboudi. Isa Salaj. and Ayed 
Kuwaldeh. 

• Shooting (5): Aysar Hiyan. 
Mohammad Hiyari, Sadeddiu 
Qaissi. and Khali: j Mughal* uy. 

• Swimming 1 11): Amer Wa/.ii'!. 
Yazun Khouri. Paris Maser. Andre 
Khouri. Hala Majuj. R'ani.i 
Ghosheh, Hiba Naser. and Sam.ii 
Nassar. 

• Basketball (29): players will be 
named this week 

• Equestrian (II): If.mi 

Bisharat, Shireen Rasekh and three 
others 

• Boxing (8): Khuldoun Q.irnluli. 
Kama! Ajouri. Amin Aw w ad. Basel 
Hindawi, Taher Hija/i. and 
Mohammad Abu Khadijch. 


Firas Ajlouni Basketball Championship 

De La Salle edge Air Force 91-90 in opening match 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestine’s 
De La SalJe overcame the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
basketball team 91-90 (42- 
45) Friday in the opening 
match of the championship 
named after Pilot Firas Al 
Ajlouni who fell in the 
course of duty during the 
1967 war. 

Held under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan. the two-day 
event groups four teams: 
Iraq’s Ai Karkh. Palestine’s 
De La Salle. Jordan's Al 
Ahli and the Jordanian Air 
Force team. 

Jordan's Al Ahli and 
Iraq’s Al Karkh met in a 
late match Friday. 

On Saturday players from 
the four teams will form 
two mixed teams and play 


the final match. The Armed 
Forces martyrs will be hon- 
oured in a special ceremo- 
ny Saturday. 

The Air Force team start- 
ed the opening match 
strong and led the score to 
the astonishment of a daz- 
zled De La Salle. 

Air Forces’ Nasser 
Alawneh who excelled in 
rebounding was able to 
give his team the lead and 
end the first half 45-42. 

The second half wit- 
nessed a dramatic ending 
for the Air Force who 
played their best against 
their opponents who 
regrouped and had accurate 
3 -pointers . 

De La Salle kept the pres- 
sure and took a 7-point 
lead. 

The Air Force reduced 
turnovers and tied 71-71 
with ten minures left. 


The Jordanian team, 
depending on Nasser 
Alawneh and Issam Haj. 
kept up scoring open but 
could not take a command- 
ing lead. 

The two teams tied again 
73-73 with 8 minutes left. 

In a fast-paced match, 
the two teams displayed 
their best especially after 
the Air Force team wasted a 
definite chance to tie in the 
last 41 seconds. 

De La Salle ended this 
breath taking match 91-90. 

Here is a synopsis on the 
life of Firas Ajlouni: 

Ajlouni was bom in 
Amman in 1936, and had 


his preliminary education 
in Turkey, Lebanon and 
Iraq and continued his sec- 
ondary studies in Amman 
before joining the Jordan- 
ian .Air Force. 

He was sent on several 
training courses in which 
he passed with flying 
colours in Syria and Great 
Britain. 

He played basketball for 


the Jordan Club and cap- 
tained the Jordanian 
national team in Morocco 
in 1961. 

Ajlouni fell a martyr 
when he was hit after land- 
ing for fuel following a 
successful raid. 


^ FOR Furnished Duplex Apartment fur Kent 


RENT 


7 rosy personal furniture ( top quality ) : 3 Bed- 
rooms . one sitting room , living rooms, canning 
room, complete large kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
large balcony, garage, storage room, extra water tank. 

central heating, telephone. YEARLY RENT 

Dahiat Al Rashead - Tel. 60260S 




CORRECTION 

In reference to the 

Abdul Hamid Sharaf School's 

Summer Club 1997 advertisement in the June 
1 2-1 3 edition of the Jordan Times, 
the ages which may enrol are 6-15. 

Tel.: 814188 



Photography Competition 

The Jordanian Photographic Society is 
organising a Photography Exhibition & 
Contest at the Royal Cultural Center. 
From 16th - 21st Aug., 1997 
For details: 

Fax: 695447 or Phone': 642533, 631998 




sfse 

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION . PRICE - SOW JD 

CONTACT TEL/FAX671349^ 


FOR J0RPAN1ANS & RESIDENTS 

ENJOY (5 U M M ER-PACKAGE) 

AT 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 




SINGLE: JD. 36 NET( INCLUDING TAX +SERVICE+BRKST ) 


DOUBLE JD. 50 NET { INCLUDING TAX +SERVICE+BRKST) 



31 / 8/1007 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL.: 

TEL 316636 OR FAX 318246 



REQUIRED 

MARKETING MANAGER - JORDAN 
FOR A MULTINATIONAL COMPANY 

Our company is a leader in the fast moving consumer goods 
with an excellent international reputation. 

We are seeking to employ an energetic, assertive young man to 
oversee and coordinate our distribution operations in Jordan. 

Applicant must be a university graduate with a B.A. in Business 
Administration preferably in Marketing. 

He also needs to be fluent in both spoken and written English 
and previous experience with an FMCG multinational would be 
an advantage. 

Jordanian driver's licence and a car are also required. 

Salary and compensation will be commensurate with the 
position. 

All interested applicants, please send your CV to the following 
address: 

Attn. Regional Manager 
P.O.Box 7398 
Amman 11118 Jordan 

All applications will be handled with strict confidence 






I 


2 N e ws 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 14, 1997 


Association chiefs withdraw resignations; 
JPA fails to convene second time quorum 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An already 
disjointed effort to confront 
amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law, intro- 
duced last month, appeared 
to further unravel this week- 
end. 

Presidents of five profes- 
sional associations with- 
drew their resignations, 
originally submitted in late 
May, to protest the Press and 
Publications Law, and on 
Friday, the Jordan Press 
Association failed, for a sec- 
ond time, to convene a quo- 
rum to hold an extraordinary 
session of its general assem- 
bly to discuss the law. 

Following a two-hour 
closed session, presidents of 
the Jordan Bar Association, 
the Engineers Association, 
die Dentists Association, the 
Medical Association and the 
Writers Association retract- 
ed their resignations follow- 
ing a unanimous decision 
that they should remain on 
the 13-member council of 
professional associations 
until a meeting on June 21 
to discuss several issues cur- 
rently facing the profession- 
al syndicates. 

The same date is also the 
deadline agreed upon earlier 
by all council members to 
submit their resignations in 
protest over the amended 
Press and Publications Law. 

In late May. all 13 presi- 
dents took a unified decision 
to submit their resignations. 
Only four eventually 
resigned after the council 
resolved that members 
would withhold their resig- 


nations until they could set- 
tle outstanding legal issues 
regarding resignation with 
their councils and to see if 
the government would dis- 
cuss or rescind the law 
before June 21. 

In a statement to the press, 
the council wrote that it took 
Thursday’s decision in 
response to "the demands of 
the associations and labour 
unions _. and a wide audi- 
ence from the public and to 
protect the associations from 
continued and unjustified 
attacks.” 

In this respect the state- 
ment said, "the representa- 
tives of the various associa- 
tions will stay in their posi- 
tions and continue to fulfil 
their obligations.” 

Bassam Dajani, head of 
the Jordan Medical 
Association, said that the 
council of presidents wanted 
to “assume aj unified posi- 
tion for a possible oncoming 
confrontation.” 

Dr. Dajani said that the 
meeting later this month will 
address a host of issues fac- 
ing the professional associa- 
tions including salaries for 
.professional government 
employees and the press 
law. 

"There is also the possibil- 
ity,” he said, “that the story 
of the legitimacy of the pro- 
fessional associations may 
become an issue.” 

The professional associa- 
tions have been under fire 
from the government recent- 
ly for their stand against the 
Press and Publications Law, 
and in previous years, for 
their anti-normalisation 
position which does not 


allow association members 
to have any contact, person- 
al or professional, with 
Israelis. 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan limes, Minister 
of Interior Nathir Rashid 
rebuked the professional 
associations for having 
“taken over the role of polit- 
ical parties” and “infringed 
od the powers of the govern- 
ment.” Dr. Rashid said that 
the associations should 
recall that under the 
Constitution, only labour 
unions are allowed to form 
and operate in Jordan. 

In a related development, 
the Jordan Press Assoc- 
iation Friday failed to 
assemble the quorum 
required to convene an 
extraordinary session of the 
general assembly. Only 
seven of the association's 
128 members eligible to 
attend made a show at the 
association's headquarters. 
The JPA has approximately 
450 members. 

Yesterday’s attempt to 
convoke the general assem- 
bly was the second attempt 
after a failed try last week. 

The JPA, the association 
spearheading the effort to 
negotiate with the govern- 
ment oven the law, itself has 
been uncertain in its actions. 

JPA President Seif Sherif 
said dial he was surprised by 
the low turnout of members 
for the meeting, but said he 
regarded it as a positive 
sign. 

“From my point of view,” 
he said, “ this is additional 
support from the general 
assembly in favour of the 
council and its declared 


Israeli minister boycotts cabinet 
session after new scandal starts 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Industry and Trade 
Minister Nathan Sharansky 
boycotted the weekly 
Israeli cabinet meeting 
Friday to protest Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's treatment of 
his Russian immigrant- 
based Israel Ba’aliya Party. 

Mr. Sbaranksy. a former 
Soviet prisoner of con- 
science, complains that Mr. 
Netanyahu has repeatedly 
failed to consult Israel 
Ba'aliya on key govern- 
ment decisions in violation 
of an agreement that 
brought the party’s seven 
deputies into the ruling 
coalition, the minister's 
spokesman said. 

Party spokesman Roman 
Polansky insisted Mr. 
Sharansky was acting only 
to proiect his party's pre- 
rogatives in government. 
Israel Ba'aliya provides 
Mr. Netanyahu with his 
narrow 66-54 seat majority 
in the 120-member parlia- 
ment. or Knesset. 

Mr. Polansky said Mr. 
Netanyahu violated his pre- 
election agreement with 
Israel Ba’aliya notably by 
failing to consult the party 
over the recent appoint- 
ment of a new ambassador 

Iraqi businessmen 
to travel to Syria 
Friday 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 32- 
strong trade delegation from 
Iraq is to visit Syria Friday to 
build on the new rapproche- 
ment between the former ene- 
mies. the Baghdad Chamber 
of Commerce said Thursday 
The delegation is led by the 
head of the Iraqi Chambers of 
Commerce. Zuhcir Abdul 
Ghafour Yunes. and will 
include businessmen and rep- 
resentatives of the ministries 
of health, trade and industry. 
The Iraqis were invited to 
Damascus by a Syrian delega- 
tion which visited Baghdad in 
May to break the ice after 
almost two decades. They will 
cross the Iraq-Syria border, 
which had been closed for 15 
vears until the Syrian visit and 
continue discussions on 
pl umin g trade between the 
two neighbours. In a further 
sign of a thawing of relations, 
a delegation of Iraqi journal- 
ists will visit Damascus 
Sunday for the fust time since 
relations were severed in 1980 
ro anend a meeting of the Arab 
journalists' union. 


to Moscow. 

Officials in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office dis- 
missed Mr. Sharansky’s 
complaints and suggested 
his mini-revolt was above 
all motivated by the fact 
that he and other Israel 
Ba'aliya officials are fac- 
ing investigation about 
alleged links to a Russian 
mobster. 

The party's other minis- 
ter, Yuri Edelstein. reacted 
furiously to the insinua- 
tions. 

“If the prime minister 
does not disavow such 
rumours, we will no longer 
have a place in his govern- 
ment” Mr. Edelstein said in 
a radio interview. 

Israeli media reports over 
the past two weeks have 
said police plan to question 
Mr. Sharansky', Mr. 
Edelstein and other Israel 
Ba'aliya leaders about their 
links to Gregory Lerner. a 
suspected leader of the 
Russian underworld in 
Israel. 

Lemer. also known as Zvi 
Ben-Ari, was arrested last 
month on suspicion of 
defrauding banks in Israel 
and Russia of some $85 
million, murdering or 
attempting to murder 


Russian bankers and of try- 
ing to fraudulently set up a 
bank in Israel. 

Last week police 
detained a member of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
suspected of accepting 
money from Lemer to help 
him gain a foothold in pol- 
itics. A senior official of 
the now-opposition Labour 
Party is also slated to be 
questioned, according to 
press reports. 

Police have since con- 
firmed that their investiga- 
tion into Mr. Lemer’s crim- 
inal activities could 
involve questioning minis- 
ters and members of parlia- 
ment, but they have 
declined to release any 
names. 

Mr. Lemer is suspected 
of having donated large 
amounts of money to major 
political parties ahead of 
May 1996 elections in the 
apparent hope of obtaining 
a seat in parliament and 
possibly in the cabinet. 
Press reports said Lemer 
notably contributed 

$100,000 to two associa- 
tions set up to help recent 
immigrants from the for- 
mer Soviet Union by Mr. 
Sharansky. 


Israeli government approves 
plan to privatise real estate 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel’s cabinet 
Friday approved an ambi- 
tious plan to privatise huge 
quantities of real estate and 
encourage people to move 
out of the country's crowd- 
ed central region. 

The programme, submit- 
ted by Infrastructures Min- 
ister. Ariel Sharon, will 
offer cheap land and build- 
ing permits to Israelis will- 
ing to settle in northern or 
southern Israel, but main- 
tain restrictions in the cen- 
tral region. 

Over 50 per cent of the 
population live within 25 
miles of the centre of Tel 
Aviv. In the coastal plain, 
where Tel Aviv is located, 
there are only 50,000 acres 
of green countryside left 

“This is an ecological 
disaster, because the rain- 
water, instead of seeping 
into the ground and enter- 
ing the water-table, runs 
off the asphalt into the 
sea,” said Sharon’s spokes- 
man Raanan Gissin. 

' “It is also a major securi- 


ty headache to have the 
population packed into 
such a small area.” Mr. 
Gissin told the Associated 
Press. 

Mr. Sharon’s plan will 
encourage high-rise apart- 
ment blocks in the central 
region aDd prohibit build- 
ing in the green-belts 
which still exist between 
the cities. Low-level build- 
ing will be permitted on the 
periphery. 

Under the plan, over 
700,000 homes leased by 
their occupants from the 
Israel lands authority are to 
be sold to the owners. If 
they are single-family or 
semi-detached homes, the 
occupants will also be 
allowed to buy the land, 
and the money they have 
already paid for the lease 
will be deducted from the 
price, Mr. Gissin said. 

Over 92 per cent of the 
land in Israel is owned by 
the government, and Mr. 
Sharon’s plan is aimed at 
increasing private owner- 
ship. 


position that negotiating 
with the government is the 
best way to pursue our 
rights ” 

However, a council mem- 
ber who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said that the 
general assembly’s failure to 
show bore negative conno- 
tations, and said that the 
issue of the press law and 
the ensuing row with the 
government has exposed a 
political rift within die JPA. 

“This meeting was simply 
for appearances sake” he 
said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
last week said that “amend- 
ments to the law were made 
after a due study of the situ- 
ation, we have ratified them, 
and we are not going back 
on our signatures and we 
will not rescind our deci- 
sion.” 

“Some journalists first 
rejected and denied (the 
law), but now they accept it 
— they know that the gov- 
ernment won’t go back,” the 
JPA source said. 

The JPA has submitted a 
memorandum to the govern- 
ment listing its reservations 
concerning the law and rec- 
ommendations to soften 
some of its articles. Mr. 
Sherif said that he expects to 
meet with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali “some- 
time next week” to discuss 
the memorandum. The gov- 
ernment has reiterated on 
several occasions that there 
would be “no going back” 
on the law, enacted by Royal 
Decree as a temporary law, 
and that it will be left for the 
next Parliament to amend or 
reject the law. 


Seven 

suspected 

Islamic 

extremists 

arrested 

in London 

LONDON (AFP) — A total 
of seven suspected Islamic 
extremists — five Algerians, 
a Frenchman and a Tunisian 
— face court action after 
they were arrested by anti- 
terrorist police in London, a 
police spokesman said 
Thursday. 

Two of the Algerians and 
the Tunisian are to appear in 
court in London this month 
on suspicion of being 
involved in terrorist offences 
outside Britain. 

Officers arrested Sofiane 
Kebilene, 30, a student from 
Algeria, Mohammad Souidi, 
33, a self-employed man 
from Algiers, and Farid 
Boukemiche, a 26-year-old 
unemployed man from 
Tunis, in south east London 
on May 22, Scotland Yard 
said. The three men have 
made two preliminary court 
appearances in the capital 
and are due to reappear at 
Belmarsh magistrates court 
in south east London od June 
30. 

At the second appearance 
on June 2 at Belmarsh all 
were charged with being 
concerned in terrorist activi- 
ties outside Britain, accusa- 
tions which relate to the dis- 
covery of transmitting equip- 
ment and certain unspecified 
chemicals. 

The three were also all 
accused of forgery over die 
alleged discovery in their 
possession of a French 
national identity card, and an 
Italian passport 
Kebilene was further 
charged with conspiring to 
defraud several unnamed 
British clearing banks. 

All three helped in the pro- 
duction and distribution in 
London of the newsletter Al- 
Ansar, which is linked to the 
Algerian paramilitary Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA), AI 
Ansar’s editor Moustapha 
Kamel, Alias Abou Hamza, 
told AFP. He did not deny 
that some of them might be 
French passport holders. 
Also on May 22, four other 
men were arrested at various 
locations across South 
London, Scotland Yard said. 



FIRST CASUALTY OF PRESS LAW IS SATIRE: The cover page of today's 
Abed Rabbo issue, the last issue of Jordan's only satirical newspaper whose 
a dminis trators decided to shut down in fear of heavy penalties imposed by 
the new Press and Publications Law.. The headline on the cover page says 
"His Blood Is Upon You For Ever" referring to the Abed Rabbo figure who 
is depicted with a knife in his neck while his legs go through the word "gov- 
ernment" and at the bottom a notice says: "Good wishes accepted at the 
headquarters of the Prime Ministry." Most weeklies are expected to follow 
suit shortly (see story on page one) 


NATO open to all European 
democracies now — Albright 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
NATO is open to all 
European democracies. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Friday one day after 
Washington announced the 
first wave of enlargement 
should be limited to three 
countries. 

Ms. Albright spoke at the 
outset of a meeting with 
Latvian Foreign Minister 
Vaidis Birkavs, whose 
country is among the east 
European countries aspir- 
ing to join the North 
Adantic Treaty 

Organisation. 

“The first new members 
will not be the last,” Ms. 
Albright said. “NATO is 
open to all European 
democracies.” 


The White House 
announced Thursday that 
President Bill Clinton had 
picked the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland to be 
the 'first new members in 
NATO, leaving aspirants 
Romania and Slovenia out 
in the cold. 

NATO leaders are to pre- 
sent the first invitations to 
new countries at their sum- 
mit meeting In Madrid on 
July 8-9 but in recent weeks 
support for broader expan- 
sion bad been growing 
among the 16-member 
alliance. 

In announcing U.S. sup- 
port for the three countries, 
the administration also 
made clear it wants to lay 
the groundwork for a sec- 
ond wave of enlargement 


though no timetable has 
been set for that effort. 

“NATO enlargement will 
not be complete until the 
Baltic states are members 
of the alliance,” Mr. 
Birkvas said. 

“We are ready to share the 
burden of enlargement and 
common security,” he said. 

The United States has 
said the three Baltic coun- 
tries were not yet ready to 
join NATO. Russia has 
made it clear it fiercely 
opposes the entry of any 
former Soviet republic in 
the defence club. 

Mr. Birkvas likened the 
diplomatic rush to join 
NATO to the Olympic 
games, saying: “the aim is 
not to win, but to partici- 
pate.” 


Star of David phobia sweeps 
Egypt; star seen everywhere 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
journalists are seeing stars 
of David everywhere: in 
. the advertising logo of 
laundry detergent, in the 
pin-sized holes of a strainer 
and the sign of a popular 
Cairo sandwich shop. 

For the Al Arabi weekly 
which triggered the alarm 
and other Egyptian opposi- 
tion newspapers which 
have followed suit, these 
stars of David are a “plot to 
Judaise” the eyes of the 
Egyptian people. 

“A planned operation to 
Judaise Egyptian eyes is 
underway using the dress 
of a famous singer, a televi- 
sion studio set and a popu- 
lar laundry detergent,” said 
the Nasserite newspaper Al 
Arabi. 

AI Arabi journalist Fatma 
Nimr devoted half a page 
to the star-spangled 
“threat.” 

She denounced singer 
Safaa Abu Saud for wear- 
ing what she said was a 
dress representing the U.S. 
and Israeli flags in a perfor- 
mance before President 
Hosni Mubarak, when in 
fact the dress was made 
only of the American flag. 

Ms. Nimr, however, was 
sure of her ground when 
she lambasted the popular 
laundry detergent Ariel for 
using a six-pointed logo 
which she claimed was 
none other than the symbol 
of Zionism which is used 
on the Israeli flag. 

“The star of Zion can be 
seen everywhere with no 
shame on several Egyptian 
shops ” Ms. Nimr added. 


The head of public rela- 
tions at. U.S; consumer 
product giant Procter and 
Gamble, which makes 
Ariel, was quick to refute 
Ms. Nimr’s link between 
their “star” and the Jewish 
one. 

“We chose our design 45 
years ago. It represents an 
atom in a bid to show that 
our detergent powder is 
like atoms that breaks up 
dirt with the force of 
nuclear energy,” Mahmud 
Gobran told AFP. 

“It is not a Zionist plot. 
Our company was set up in 
1836 and our shares are 
sold on the stock market all 
over the world. Our share- 
holders are Christian. 
Muslim, Jews or even 
Zoroastrians he added. 

The manager of the popu- 
lar Cairo sandwich chain 
Mu’min. which uses an 
eight-pointed star design as 
its logo, also defended 
himself against the accusa- 
tions made by Al Arabi. 

“We’re the only ones to 
close for (Muslim) prayers 
and we don’t even hire 
Christians.” said Sayyed 
Faruk to underscore his 
hostility for the star and 
his respect for Islam. 

But Ms. Nimr is undaunt- 
ed. She has seen the 
offending star “even in 
food strainers, traditional 
lanterns • used during the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan and house deco- 
rations.” 

A Cairo family even 
painted the six-pointed 
geometric figure on its bal- 
cony. she said, adding that 


when she warned them 
they had drawn a star of 
David they were horrified 
and promised to paint over 

iL 

“Seeing a Zionist 
emblem in every six-point- 
ed figure is nothing but cul- 
tural ignorance,” said 
Mohammad Mohib, a 
designer of Islamic-style 
furniture. 

“They have adorned 
churches and mosques 
alike for centuries.” Mr. 
Mohib said. 

“Six- pointed stars spread 
throughout Islam as it tried 
to break away from pagan- 
ism by banning the portray- 
al of people in mosques, 
opting instead for geomet- 
ric figures for decoration.” 
Mr. Mohib said. 

This star has since 
become 1 ' a typical element 
of Islamic architecture and 
anyone who says otherwise 
is ignorant,” he added. 

The first _reference to the 
hexagram known as Magen 
David (shield of David) 
was in the early 14th centu- 
ry. according to the 
Encyclopaedia Judaica. 
which said it only became 
associated with European 
Jewish communities in the 
17th and 18th centuries 
when it appeared on tomb- 
stones, family shields and 
books. 

But it did not become a 
generally recognised sign 
for Judaism until the 19th 
century, when it was adopt- 
ed by the Zionist move- 
ment as its symbol. 


Sinead O'Connor 
gets death threat 
over Jerusalem 
concert 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
death threat has been made 
against Irish singer Sinead 
O’Connor, who is to hold a 
concert this month in occu- 
pied Jerusalem to call for 
the creation of a Palestinian 
capital in the city, a press 
report said Friday. The 
British embassy in Israel 
told the Times that the 
threat — made to one of its 
staff by an anonymous 
caller who did not give a 
motive — was being taken 
seriously. . Israeli and 
Western ‘ intelligence 
sources believe that the 
threat was made on behalf 
of far-right Jews who are 
opposed to the open-air 
concert, according .to the 
daily. The June^21 concert 
comes as the climax to a 
week of activities by cam- 
paigners who want sover- 
eignty of annexed east 
Jerusalem to be handed 
back to the Palestinians. 
The event, sponsored by the 
European Union, will be 
held in the Valley of 
Gehenom at the base of the 
Old City’s walls where the. 
“Green Line” separating the 
city between west and Arab 
east Jerusalem once ran. 
The Palestinians want 
Jerusalem's eastern sector, 
captured by Israeli in 1967. 
as the capital of an 
independent state. Israel has 
unilaterally proclaimed the 
entire city its unified capi- 
tal. 

Venezuelan beauty 
queen mugged 

CARACAS (R) — Two 
armed men mugged Miss 
Venezuela. 23-year-old 

Marena Bencomo. and stole 
the watch she won as run- 
ner-up in last monrh's Miss 
Universe competition, local 
newspapers reported. 
They also grabbed a cellular 
telephone and car keys from 
Bencomo in Wednesday's 
attack outside her house in 
the well-to-do Macaracuay 
district of eastern Caracas, 
the repons said. Bencomo 
was not injured. 

Turkish MP with two 
wives spurns job as' 
women’s minister 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish 
MP with two wives said he 
had rejected the post of 
minister for women's affairs 
after the job offer provoked 
“bitter criticism.” state-run 
Anat-olian news agency 
reported. ‘It is not logical to 
make bitter criticism with- 
out knowing me... I do not 
accept the post. I am very 
sorry.” the agency quoted 
deputy Salim Ensarioglu as 
saying. Ensarioglu, from 
secularist Tansu Ciller's 
True Path party, is one of 
two coalition deputies who 
is known to have more than 
one wife. 

British Muslims 
hail tomato 
‘miracle message’ 

LONDON (R) — British 
Muslims hailed what was 
described as a “miracle 
message” from God written 
inside a tomato. When 
schoolgirl Shaista Javed, 
14. sliced the tomato in half, 
she found the message 
spelled out in Arabic by its ^ 
veins. British newspapers 1 
reported. On one side she 
read “There is only one 
God.” while the other said 
“Mohammed is the messen- 
ger.” Shaista. u Muslim, 
believes she has witnessed a 
miracle. “God made me buy 
that tomato.” the Daily Mail 
quoted her us saying. 
These words are a message 
from God.” Since Sunday, 
when she bought the tomato 
in the northern city of 
Huddersfield, word has 
spread throughout the 
Muslim community. About 
200 people, some from as 
far as London, have visited 
the household to see the 
fruit, wrapped in plastic 
c hng film to keep it fresh. * 
A local shopkeeper said 
demand for tomatoes had 
surged. 



